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MEMORAND UM  

TO:  PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD     

FROM:  JONATHAN SCHILK, LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT, PARKS/DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 

CC:      LAINE POTTER, MANAGER, PARKS/DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT 

 NICOLE OLIVER, DIRECTOR, PARKS AND RECREATION DEPTARTMENT 

SUBJECT: LORRAINE ELLIS PARK PLAYGROUND RENOVATION – INFORMATIONAL UPDATE 

DATE: JULY 7, 2022 

  

The purpose of this project is to replace the existing playground equipment originally installed in 
1990, provide ADA access, install standard park amenities, and repair the existing park sign. 

The equipment selection is based on input from the residents of the Columbia Neighborhood, staff 
experience in providing a fun and challenging play experience. The design solution will also provide 
vestibular and proprioception stimulation, opportunities for risk, and a setting to build social skills, 
meet playground safety standards and ADA requirements. 

Staff sought public input for ideas and preferences for new playground equipment in 2022, 
beginning with data collection during the February Columbia Neighborhood Association 
membership drive. More input was collected at two Columbia Neighborhood Association Meetings. 
Staff processed the information and posted six different playground configurations on Engage 
Bellingham for public response.  Overall, the responses favored standard playground accoutrement 
to serve the needs of tots and school age kiddos, such as:  

• slides  

• tall slide (existing is 11’, proposed is 8’)  

• swings 

• imagination play 

• minimize reduction of the lawn area 

• open ended, non post and platform 
 

Another round of Engage Bellingham is planned to show three options later this month. These 
options incorporate respondent preferences to varying degrees. See Exhibit B. 

The Option receiving the most votes Staff will go into further design. 

Attachments:  

Exhibit A – Lorraine Ellis Park Playground Facts 

Exhibit B -  Playground options to be presented in the next round of Engage Bellingham  
 

 
 

City of Bellingham  
210 Lottie Street  

Bellingham, WA  98225  
  
 



Parks and Recreation Advisory Board Meeting 
Exhibit A 
July 13, 2022 

Lorraine Ellis Park Playground Facts 
The purpose of this project is to replace existing playground facilities, provide accessible path of travel 
between the new playground and a new accessible on street parking. 
 
References to the .46-acre park first occur in 1945. The Miracle playground equipment was installed in 

1990 over pea gravel fall surfacing. No accessible path of travel exists anywhere around or inside the 

park making the playground equipment non-compliant with Section 240 of ADAAG. The playground 

equipment itself is weathered, and non-compliant with ASTM f1487 Standard Consumer Performance 

Specification for Playground Equipment for Public Use. 

The work includes pre-school playground equipment, fall surfacing containment, drainage, an accessible 

path of travel between the playground and the edge of the park. An on-street barrier-free parking slot 

will be provided if project funds permit. 

Budget: $250,000 in Park Impact Fees for design and construction phases. 

Schedule: Design in 2022 and Construction in 2023 

 

Figure 1 Not to scale, north is up 

Lorrraine Ellis Park 
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