& City Council Agenda Bill 20370
e Bill Number

Subject: Work Session on the Alabama Corridor Safety Improvements

Summary Statement: A public hearing was held on Monday, April 7, 2014 and the public record was held open until
April 21, 2014. City Council directed staff to hold a work session with the City Council Public Works and Public
Safety Committee on Monday, April 21, 2014 to discuss the multi-agency recommendations for safety improvements
to the Alabama Street corridor from Cornwall Avenue to St. Clair Street. The Phase 2 construction of safety
improvements must be clearly defined for federal grant funding purposes with construction completed by

September 30, 2015. Staff is seeking approval from City Council to move forward with the design and engineering of
the recommended safety improvements.

Previous Council Action: Adoption of "Alabama Street Corridor, Phase 2 Multimodal Safety Improvements” project
in the 2013-2018 TIP and the 2014-2019 TIP.

Fiscal Impact: $1,461,824

Funding Source: Federal Safety Grant Funds

Attachments: 1) Staff report with Transportation Commission Resolution and letters from WTA and WCOG
2) Resolution with Exhibit A - Multi-agency recommendation for safety improvements

Meeting Activity Meeting Date  Staff Recommendation Presented By Time
Special Meeting/Work ~ 4/21/2014 Pass Resolution Ted Carlson, Public Works 30 minutes
Session Director

Recommended Motion: .

Council Committee: Agenda Bill Contact:
Public Works and Public Safety Committee Chris Comeau, Transportation Planner 778-7946

Reviewed By Department Date
Ted A4, Carbson Public Works 03/27/2014
Public Hearing held 4/7/14. GK/PV moved to
send to Public Works and Public Safety
Committee and leave written record open to ) . :
4/21/14. Motion carried 7-0. Watthew . Stams Legal 03/28/2014
Rotle . Linville Executive 04/01/2014
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CITY OF BELLINGHAM STAFF REPORT FOR CITY COUNCIL

Agenda Topic: Multi-Agency Recommendation for Safety Improvements to
Alabama Street.

For: April 7, 2014 City Council work session

Staff Contact: Chris Comeau, AICP, Transportation Planner
(360) 778-7946 or ccomeau@cob.org

The Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements project emerged as a top priority
for the City of Bellingham in 2011 after WSDOT identified Alabama Street as having the second
highest number of vehicle collisions in all of Whatcom County from 2006-2011. During this
short time period, there were 262 total vehicle collisions, including 93 injury-related collisions.
Neighborhood residents have also repeatedly identified Alabama Street as a major mobility
barrier and a negative impact on neighborhood quality of life. The Bellingham Pedestrian
Master Plan, approved by City Council in August 2012, specifically recommended "Alabama
Corridor - Feasibility Study for Road Diet and Pedestrian Safety Improvements."

The City worked with WSDOT and FHWA officials and determined the most responsible
approach to reducing vehicle collisions and improving safety for all users of the corridor was to
study a range of alternatives, document which would provide the greatest safety improvement
without negatively affecting vehicle or transit operations, and then construct the most beneficial
improvements. In May 2012 Bellingham was awarded $1,461,824 to fund the project.

After more than a year of technical study (October 2012 through February 2014) that included
several inter-agency meetings and coordination, five neighborhood association meetings
(August through December 2012), two public open house events on the Alabama Corridor
(February 2013 and March 2014), two public open house events for the inter-related citywide
Bicycle Master Plan (April 2013 and February 2014), and presentation of the results to the
Bellingham Transportation Commission (November 12, 2013 and March 11, 2014), the
alternatives analysis has been completed and a unified multi-agency recommendation for safety
improvements on the Alabama corridor is presented here.

The recommended safety improvements for Alabama Street are consistent with the
Transportation Element of the Bellingham Comprehensive Plan, the Bellingham Pedestrian
Master Plan, and the Draft Bellingham Bicycle Master Plan and have been endorsed by the
Bellingham Transportation Commission, Whatcom Transportation Authority, Whatcom Council
of Governments (See below), and Bellingham Police, Fire, and Public Works Departments.

The Bellingham Transportation Commission Resolution 2014-02 approving the recommended
safety improvements for Alabama Street also requests that the "funding requirements and
source of funds for the recommended project should be clearly spelled out." Project Engineer
Freeman Anthony has provided cost estimates for the safety improvements as follows:

Recommended Safety Improvements $1,345,575 (10% contingency included)
Arterial Resurfacing (Cornwall to St. Clair) $1,108,195 (10% contingency included)
$2,453,770



The federal safety grant award is for $1,461,824, which means that the remaining $116,249 in
federal safety funds can be applied to arterial resurfacing as long as it is clearly tied to safety
improvements. This will help to off-set some of Bellingham's local contribution toward arterial
resurfacing and reduce local funding to $991,946. Alabama is due for arterial resurfacing from a
pavement rating standpoint and a fresh new arterial surface will provide safety benefit for
pedestrian, bicyclists, transit riders, and drivers on Alabama Street.

Ultimately, the safety improvements need to be clearly defined as the scope of construction for
the Phase 2 Alabama Street Multimodal Safety Improvements (ES-466) project adopted in
Bellingham's 2015-2020 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) in June 2014. Public
Works requested a public hearing before the City Council so that questions about this specific
project can be answered and the approval of the project scope can be settled before the annual
public process begins for the Six-Year Transportation Improvement Program in May-June 2014.

The $1,461,824 federal funding, awarded in May 2012, requires that Phase 2 Alabama Street
Multimodal Safety Improvements (ES-466) must be completed by September 30, 2015. If City
Council approves the project and once Council adopts the 2015-2020 TIP, there are several
additional steps that must be completed before the recommended safety improvements can be
constructed on Alabama Street.

Staff proposes the following project schedule moving forward to complete the project:

e City Council approval of project scope April 2014

e City Council adoption of 2015-2020 TIP June 2014

o Federal NEPA requirements completed September 2014

e Project design and engineering completed December 2014

e Obligation of construction funds January 2015

e Advertisement and bids February 2015

e Contract awarded March 2015

e Construction Begins June 2015

e Construction complete September 30, 2015

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that Council move to approve the attached
Resolution approving the multi-agency recommended safety improvements as the defined
scope of the "Alabama Street Corridor, Phase 2 Multimodal Safety Improvements (ES-466)" to
be constructed in 2015.



RESOLUTION NO.2014-02

A RESOLUTION BY THE BELLINGHAM TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION REGARDING THE ALABAMA
STREET CORRIDOR FEASIBILITY STUDY AND SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

The Transportation Commission (TC) has previously noted the high collision rate on Alabama Street in its
2011 recommendations on the initial bike and pedestrian projects to be funded by the Transportation
Benefit District. The current Federal Highway Safety Improvement Program grant provides a good
opportunity to address many of the Alabama Street corridor safety issues.

Overall, the TC supports the recommended hybrid 4-to-3-lane “Road Diet” on parts of the Alabama
corridor, where feasible, with “C-curb” median and turn lanes on other parts. The project also provides
an opporiunity to include several of the recommended crossing/intersection improvements included in
the recent Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plans.

The TC has the following additional comments:

e The funding requirements and source of funds for the recommended project should be clearly
spelled out.

s ity staff should continue to work with residents of the affected neighborhoods to update
heighborhood plans to reflect current conditions and future opportunities to improve
multimodal transportation circulation in the neighbarhoods.

* The TC encourages the use of street side amenities to soften the pedestrian environment on the

corridor.

PASSED by the City of Bellingham Transportation Commission

this 11™ day of March, 2014
Signe W

Chair, City of Bellingham Transportation Commissicon




Whatcom (360) 675-6843 (Voice & TTY)
Transportation
m Authority Fax: (360) 736-7302

4111 Bakerview Spur Road, Belingham, WA 98226 Website: v ridewta com

February 27, 2014

City of Bellingham
Public Works Department
210 Lottie St.
Bellingham, WA. 98225

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Safety Improvement Project

Dear City of Bellingham:

The Whatcom Transportation Authority (WTA) supports the Alabama Street Corridor Safety

! Improvement Project. The project as envisioned would improve safety along a 1.7 mile stretch
of Alabama by limiting turning movements that aren’t at an intersection, adding right turn lane
“pockets” at key locations and add a number of pedestrian crossings. These actions should help
to reduce the number of accidents and improve pedestrian safety to and from WTA bus stops.

WTA staff have reviewed the ‘Draft Alternatives Analysis Report (December 2013)" and have
agreed to move and consolidate selected bus stops Lo better serve the future pedestrian crossings.
All told WTA does not see this project noticeably affecting on-time performance of route 331
along this corridor.

WTA appreciates the excellent working relationship we have with the City of Bellingham and
our involvement with the design review commitiee for this project.

e Stale

Pete Stark
General Manager
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whatcom council of governments
34 East Champion Strest

Bellingham, Washington 98225

11 360.676.6974

1 360.738.6232

Wi WEBQ.0rg

March 5, 2014

Mr. Chris Comeau, AICP, Transportation Planner
City of Bellingham Public Works Department
210 Lottie Street

Bellingham, Washington 98225

RE:  Alabama Street Corridor Safety Improvement Feasibility Study
Dear Mr. Comeau:

The Whatcom Council of Governments is pleased to provide this letter in support of the Alabama
Street Corridor Safety Improvement Feasibility Study that the City of Bellingham has prepared to
address the significant problem of vehicle collisions in the 1.75-mile section of the Alabama Street
corridor between Cornwall Avenue and 5t. Clair Street. The Washington State Department of
Transportation has identified that section as having the second-highest number of vehicle collisions
in Whatcom County over the five-year period ending in 2010.

The simulation modeling performed by Principal Planner Andrés Gomez of my staff revealed that
implementation of the so-called “Hybrid Road Diet” — whereby only the eastern and western ends of
the corridor would be reduced from four lanes ta three, in conjunction with other treatments in the
corridor's central section — would not adversely impact travel times to a significant degree on this
heavily-used arterial road. The Hybric Road Diet is WCOG's preferred alternative for addressing the
documented safety issues in the Alabama Street corridor while maintaining the current level of
mobility for the thousands of people who travel through it daily.

Very truly yours,

-

/?/Mt /

Robert H. Wilson, AICP
Executive Director

Bellingham © Blaine © Everson = Ferndale | Lynden @ MNocksack ' Port of Bellingham © Sumas ¢ Whatcom County

-9-



RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON
APPROVING THE MULTI-AGENCY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR SAFETY
IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ALABAMA STREET CORRIDOR.

WHEREAS, the 2011 Bellingham Pedestrian Master Plan recommended a "Feasibility Study for a

Road Diet and Pedestrian Safety Improvements" for Alabama Street; and

WHEREAS, in 2011 WSDOT documented Alabama Street as having 262 total collisions, including
93 injury-related collisions between 2006-2011, making it the only corridor in Bellingham eligible for

federal grant funding for safety improvements; and

WHEREAS, in October 2011, Bellingham submitted a grant application to conduct a Phase 1
Feasibility Study for a Road Diet and Safety Improvements, consistent with the recommendations in the
Pedestrian Master Plan, and subsequent Phase 2 Implementation of the Recommended Alternative from

the Feasibility Study; and

WHEREAS, Whatcom Transportation Authority (WTA) committed $5,000 toward the Phase 1
Feasibility Study to ensure that any recommendations for safety improvements considered the possible
effects on transit route 331, the Gold GO Line, on Alabama Street, which is the most productive route in

the entire WTA system; and

WHEREAS, Whatcom Council of Governments (WCOG) committed staff resources and the

regional travel demand model to support the Phase 1 Feasibility Study for a Road Diet; and

WHEREAS, in May 2012, Bellingham was awarded $1,461,824 in federal grant funds
administered through the WSDOT Target Zero Safety Program to reduce vehicle collisions and make

safety improvements to Alabama Street for all transportation users; and

WHEREAS, in June 2012, the "Alabama Street Corridor Phase 2 Multimodal Safety
Improvements" project was adopted in the 2013-2018 Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) by
Bellingham City Council Resolution 2012-16 as a Phase 1 Feasibility Study and subsequent Phase 2

Construction of the Recommended Alternative in 2015; and
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WHEREAS, in September 2012, Public Works contracted with Fehr & Peers transportation
consultants based in Seattle, WA to assist City, WTA, and WCOG staff with the Phase 1 Feasibility Study

for a Road Diet and Pedestrian Safety Improvements; and

WHEREAS, in October 2012, Public Works formed a multi-agency working group to inform the
Phase 1 Feasibility Study with staff representatives from Bellingham Public Works Engineering,
Operations, Police, Fire, and EMS; WTA; WCOG; and Fehr & Peers; and

WHEREAS, between August and December 2012, Public Works transportation planners
presented the Phase 1 Feasibility Study for a Road Diet and Pedestrian Safety Improvements to the
Lettered Streets, Sunnyland, Roosevelt, Alabama Hill, and Silver Beach Neighborhood Associations and

asked neighborhood residents for public input; and

WHEREAS, on the evening of February 12, 2013, Public Works hosted a public Open House
event for the Phase 1 Feasibility Study for a Road Diet and Pedestrian Safety Improvements at Roosevelt

Elementary School and asked for public input on 10 alternatives that were proposed for study; and

WHEREAS, on the evenings of April 23, 2013 and February 20, 2014, Public Works hosted public
Open House events at Whatcom Middle School for the city-wide Bicycle Master Plan, which integrates
recommendations for safety improvements on Alabama Street, including multiple crossing signals in

support of recommended "bicycle boulevards"; and

WHEREAS, on the evening of March 5, 2014, Public Works hosted a second public Open House
event to present the findings of the Phase 1 Feasibility Study and the multi-agency recommendation for
safety improvements at Roosevelt Elementary School and asked for public input on 10 alternatives that

were proposed for study; and

WHEREAS, on the evening of March 11, 2014, the Bellingham Transportation Commission voted
to pass Resolution 2014-02 recommending approval of the multi-agency recommendation for safety

improvements on Alabama Street; and

WHEREAS, on the evening of April 7, 2014, Public Works presented the multi-agency
recommendation for safety improvements on Alabama Street at a public hearing before the Bellingham

City Council; and
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WHEREAS, the Bellingham City Council heard public testimony and deliberated over the multi-

agency recommendation for safety improvements on Alabama Street.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BELLINGHAM:

That the recommendation for safety improvements on Alabama Street, attached to this
Resolution as Exhibit A "Summary of multi-agency recommended safety improvements" and by
reference made a part hereof, be and the same is hereby approved as the defined scope of the
"Alabama Street Corridor, Phase 2 Multimodal Safety Improvements (ES-466)" to be
constructed in 2015; and

Specific improvements to the three sections of the corridor will be:

e West end, Dean Street to Iron Street, a "4 to 3" lane conversion with enhanced
crossings

e Central section, Iron Street to Superior Street, access management with raised center
curbing and enhanced pedestrian crossings.

o East end, Superior Street to St. Clair Street, extending existing lane configuration from
the east.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of said summary of multi-agency recommended safety

improvements on Alabama Street be filed with the Washington State Department of Transportation.

PASSED by the Council this day of ,2014.

Council President

APPROVED by me this day of ,2014.

Mayor

ATTEST: Finance Director

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Office of the City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A

Alabama Street Corridor
Feasibility Study & Safety Improeents

SUMMARY OF MULTI-AGENCY RECOMMENDED SAFETY IMPROVEMENTS

March 2014
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MULTI-AGENCY RECOMMENDATION

The safety improvements recommended below are the result of a multi-year, multi-agency, and public
effort to weave citywide Pedestrian and Bicycle Master Plans, neighborhood plans, Whatcom
Transportation Authority service plans, and City emergency response plans together. The safety
improvements are also consistent with the goals of the Washington State Target Zero priorities to
improve safety on transportation facilities.

Existing Condition/No Action

Taking no action and leaving Alabama in its existing condition will not reduce the high number of vehicle
collisions documented by WSDOT, nor will it improve the pedestrian, bicycle, and transit rider safety
issues identified by the public in the 2012 Pedestrian and the 2014 Bicycle Master Plan. This alternative
will not achieve the stated purpose and outcome of the project, as described in the grant application
and for which the grant funding was specifically awarded to the City of Bellingham. The $1,467,824
federal grant funds are specifically for constructing safety improvements by September 2015 to solve
the documented vehicle collision problems on Alabama Street.

e Taking no action is not a solution and is not recommended.

Road Diet and Rechannelization

While a complete 4-to-3-lane “road diet” (Section 6.2) is not supportable in the central portion of the
Alabama corridor between James Street and Yew Street, the following road diet and rechannelization
improvements are recommended:

o Implement a 4-to-3-lane conversion with bike lanes added between Iron Street and Dean
Avenue on the west end of the Alabama corridor. The turn and through lanes at both Cornwall
Avenue and James Street will be retained in their existing configuration to accommodate long-
term transit and transportation needs. The left-turn lane on the eastbound approach at
Alabama/James will be lengthened by removing the existing large median and replacing it with
6-inch c-curb median. This will add vehicle storage capacity and will help to relieve eastbound
traffic congestion at the busiest times of the day.

e Implement a hybrid “road diet” by extending the existing lane configuration on Alabama Hill (2
lanes eastbound, 2-way center lane, 1 lane westbound) from St. Clair Street to Superior Street.
There are heavier pm peak (evening rush hour) traffic volumes from Woburn eastbound up the
Alabama Hill and having a second eastbound lane going up the hill allows vehicle traveling at
posted speed to maneuver around slower moving vehicles safely. Lighter am peak (morning
rush hour) traffic volumes do not require two travel lanes between St Clair Street and Superior
Street, which allows the inside westbound lane to be converted to a center turn lane.
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These changes to lane channelization on the east and west ends of Alabama Street will not create
negative impacts to vehicle traffic, WTA transit, or fire/emergency response operations, but will allow a
two-way center left-turn lane to help reduce vehicle collisions on each end of the corridor, as well as
allow for center lane refuges at crossing locations identified in Pedestrian Master Plan, the Bicycle
Master Plan, neighborhood plans, and at WTA bus stop locations. The bike lanes between Iron Street
and Dean Avenue will also help to connect bicycle boulevards parallel and perpendicular to Alabama
that are identified and prioritized in the Bicycle Master Plan and will provide separation between
moving vehicle traffic and pedestrians walking along Alabama.

Pedestrian, Transit, Bicycle Crossings

New and enhanced crossing improvements are recommended from west to east along the Alabama
corridor in strategic locations, consistent with the Pedestrian Master Plan, the Bicycle Master Plan,
neighborhood plans, and at relocated and consolidated WTA bus stop locations, as listed below.

e Ellis: Move the existing St. Paul pedestrian-activated flashing crosswalk to Ellis and install a
center lane with a new crosswalk and a concrete refuge on the east side of the intersection
(supports Ellis bike blvd)

e Grant: Install a center lane and a concrete refuge in the existing pedestrian-activated flashing
crosswalk on the west side of the intersection (supports Grant bike blvd)

e Moore: Install new pedestrian-activated High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal for
pedestrians, transit riders, and bicyclists to cross 4-lanes of traffic with no center lane refuge
(supports Moore bike blvd)

e St. Paul: Move existing pedestrian-activated flashing crosswalk to Ellis, widen intersection and
install a fully automated traffic signal with left-turn lanes and marked crosswalks on all four
intersection approaches for pedestrians, transit riders, and bicyclists to cross 4-lanes of traffic
with no center lane refuge (supports St. Paul bike blvd)

e Undine: Install new pedestrian-activated High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal and
crosswalk on east side of intersection for pedestrians, transit riders, and bicyclists to cross 4-
lanes of traffic with no center lane refuge (supports Undine bike blvd)

¢ Michigan: Install new pedestrian-activated High Intensity Activated Crosswalk (HAWK) signal

and crosswalk with a concrete center lane refuge on the east side of the intersection for
pedestrians, transit riders, and bicyclists to cross 3-lanes of traffic (supports Michigan bike blvd)

The 6 new and enhanced crossing locations listed above are in addition to the 6 existing signalized
crossings of the Alabama corridor in the following locations:

e Cornwall: Existing Traffic signal and marked crosswalks on all four intersection approaches
James: Traffic signal and marked crosswalks on all four intersection approaches

Orleans: Traffic signal and marked crosswalks on all four intersection approaches

Pacific: Traffic signal and marked crosswalks on all four intersection approaches

Woburn: Traffic signal and marked crosswalks on all four intersection approaches

e Yew: Traffic signal and marked crosswalks on all four intersection approaches
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Transit Enhancements and Relocation/Consolidation of Bus Stops

The new and enhanced crossing locations listed above will improve access to WTA bus stops and will
help transit riders cross Alabama to get to WTA bus stops on time, but WTA will also relocate and
consolidating some westbound bus stops that experience heavier boardings/departures, as follows:

e Consolidate the existing bus stops on the east side of St. Paul and mid-block between Racine and
Queen into one bus stop on the west side of St. Paul.

e Consolidate the existing bus stops between Orleans and Pacific and between Moore and Nevada
into one bus stop on the west side of Orleans.

e Consolidate the existing bus stops between Iron and Humboldt and between Ellis and Franklin
into one bus stop on the west side of Grant.

Over time, WTA could also enhance existing transit stops at all of the crossing locations above by
converting signed bus stops into more comfortable and convenient covered bus shelters with the Gold
GO Line branding scheme. This would make waiting for WTA busses more pleasant for riders, especially
in inclement weather, and would also help to clear up the pedestrian environment by providing a
separate space for transit riders to wait out of the main through-way portion of the sidewalks.

Access Management, Turning Restrictions, and New Turn Lanes

On the center section of the Alabama corridor between James Street and Woburn Street where
installation of a center turn lane to reduce vehicle collisions has been determined not to be feasible by
this alternatives analysis, the installation of 6-inch high yellow c-curb median at high-collision locations
is recommended to prevent vehicles from turning across two lanes of on-coming traffic and risking side-
impact collisions. Restricting turns in these locations will also reduce rear-end vehicle collisions,
because the cars will no longer be stopped in the travel lane waiting to turn left. This recommendation
for c-curb median has been reached in consultation with the Bellingham Police and Fire Departments to
ensure that adequate gaps in median installations will be provided to avoid negative impacts for police,
fire engine, and ambulance access into neighborhoods. The City recognizes that this creates
inconvenience to residents living on the north side of Alabama, but alternative routes to homes and
garages are available with fairly minimal travel time increases.

There are some locations where new left-turn lanes are recommended instead of installing c-curb
median, including St. Paul, Verona, Valencia, and Woburn.

St. Paul: The intersection of St. Paul/Alabama is recommended to be widened to install new left-turn
lanes on both the eastbound and westbound approaches, and a full traffic signal is recommended with
marked crosswalks and protected crossing time for pedestrians, bicyclists, and transit riders.

Verona, Valencia, and Woburn: The section of Alabama between Woburn to the alley between Verona
and Undine is recommended to be widened to install a continuous center left-turn lane, which will
double as an extended left-turn lane for the high volume of pm peak hour left-turns from eastbound
Alabama to northbound Woburn. This will reduce traffic congestion and reduce travel delay for WTA
transit Route 331, which turns from Alabama north onto Woburn.
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Arterial Resurfacing and Rechannelization

The 1.75-mile Alabama corridor between Cornwall Avenue and St. Clair Street has been steadily moving
up the City's priority list of arterial streets that require asphalt resurfacing and, coincidentally, it appears
that Alabama can be included as the top priority in Bellingham's 2015 overlay program. Grinding and
resurfacing the arterial street provides safety advantages for all users, including:

e Smooth and even surfaces for ADA compliance at all signals, curb ramps, and crosswalks;

e C(Clear demarcation of vehicle travel lanes, center turn lanes, bicycle lanes (west end), center lane
refuges, and crosswalks;

o Clear demarcation of new lane widths at intersections to maximize vehicle capacity in turn
lanes; and

e Installation of all new retro-reflective lane delineators for increased visibility at night and in dark
winter months.

Federal funding not used for new HAWK signals, intersection widening, and installation of c-curb median
can be used for arterial resurfacing for safety improvements. This will help to extend the City's local
funding for arterial resurfacing in 2015.
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BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL

210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225
Telephone (360) 778-8200 Fax (360)778-8101
Email: ccmail@cob.org Website: www.cob.org

BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Bellingham City Council will hold a public hearing on April 7, 2014, @ 7:00 PM,
or as soon thereafter as possible, in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 210 Lottie Street, Belllngham
Washington, to take public comment on the following:

Public Works will present the multi-agency recommendations for safety improvements to the Alabama
Street corridor from Cornwall Avenue to St. Clair Street as a result of the year-long Phase 1 study of
feasible alternatives. The Phase 2 construction of safety improvements on Alabama Street must be
clearly defined for federal grant funding purposes with construction completed by September 30, 2015.
Public Works is seeking direction from City Council to move forward with the design and engineering of
the multi-agency recommendations for safety improvements.

The multi-agency recommendation for safety improvements and more detailed information can be found
on the project website at: http://www.cob.org/services/planning/transportation/alabama-corridor-study.aspx

Staff Contact: Chris Comeau, AICP, Transportation Planner, (360) 778-7946 or ccomeau@cob.org

Anyone wishing to comment on this topic is invited to attend; or if unable to attend, to send your comments, in
writing to the Council Office, 210 Lottie Street, or email to ccmail@cob.org, or fax to 778-8101, to be received
prior to 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, April 2, to be included in the agenda packet. Comment received after that time
will be distributed to Council but not included in the published meeting materials.

FOR OUR CITIZENS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS, the Council Chambers is fully accessible. Elevator access to the
second floor is available at City Hall's west entrance. Hearing assistance is available and a receiver may be
checked out through the clerk prior to the evening session. For additional accommodations, persons are asked
to contact the Legislative Assistant at 778-8200 in advance of the meeting. Thank you.

Publication date: 3/13/14

JACK WEISS GENE KNUTSON CATHY LEHMAN PINKY VARGAS TERRY BORNEMANN MICHAEL LILLIQUIST ROXANNE MURPHY
Council Member Council Member Council Member Council Member Council Member Council Member Council Member
1 Ward 2M Ward 3" Ward 4th Ward 5% Ward 6" Ward At Large
738-2103 734-4686 224-8877 778-8210 18- 305-0606 - 778-8212 778-8211

jweiss@cob.org gknutson@cob.org clehman@cob.org ptvargas@cob.c., tbornemann@cob.org mlilliquist@cob.org rjmurphy@cob.org




Thomas, Kendra L.

From: Anonymous@cob.org on behalf of J_Matthew_Yorkston@cob.org
Sent: ‘ Monday, March 10, 2014 2:36 PM

To: CC - Shared Department

Subject: Alabama Street Diet jmatty@yorkstonoil.com

Attachments: Alabama Street Letter.doc

I have driven Alabama Street at least twice daily for over 15 years from Northshore to Squalicum Harbor,
(home to work and back). I believe this to be a very bad idea. First off Alabama Street is an arterial. All
neighboring streets feed on to Alabama Street keeping the neighborhood streets clear of major traffic. Changing
Alabama Street to single lane will only send traffic on to those neighborhood streets and to Lakeway Drive,
Iowa Street and Barkly Blvd. This is not the way to get Alabama Street re surfaced.

In the name of Safety, it would be a much better idea to drop the speed to 25 or 30 MPH and add a few more
crosswalks
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Thomas, Kendra L.

From: Jon Soine <jon@jonsoine.com>

Sent: ' Tuesday, March 18, 2014 7:51 PM

To: Ken Mann

Cc CC - Shared Department

Subject: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements COMMENTS
Hi Ken,

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts. From your comments below, I would suggest that
your comments propose that you do have an opinion, as you described your thoughts further in the email.

I am sorry if any of my comments were taken offensively, as they were not intended to be so! Many of
your voting public find bikers very offensive when plans such as these are proposed, that give bikers and
automobiles an equal billing for the gas tax for Hiway that we automobile drivers pay for with gas tax's
and sales taxes on their auto's as well as for their and the public's safety.

YES equal billing, "TWO bike lanes and TWO car lanes, (plus a turn)" is not an equal expenditure
considering the traffic on a major road. Car's far out-number bikes on any city/state roads, and
Alabama is a main thorough fare. More lanes and higher speed are what SAFELY moves more traffic
thru an area, and is why on our highway system, we have done this very thing fo smooth out traffic flow
for many years.

This study is a 50 year step back in traffic flow and safety and would be a disaster for those of us using
the road daily and live of f Alabama Hill area!

Even the City of Bellingham recent Mayor's survey suggested that only 4% of those surveyed felt that
the city was doing an excellent job in planning. THIS is an example of WHY! Current Parks and Trails by
the other hand had a 90% favorable rating if you care to read the Mayor's report!

I have been involved in the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition for almost 25 years, and
before that I served almost 10 years on the Whatcom County Parks board. I have favored building trails
exclusively for bikers and hikers from Mt Baker to Seattle (the interurban trail was one of the many
miles of trails prospered by our Chairmen Bill Dietrich). The Waterfront Trail on the old railroad right
of way around Boulevard Park is another. As a member of the WWRC executive board, I have dedicated
many of these same parks and trails STATE WIDE. WWRC has contributed $3 million for the boulevard
park waterfront trail for an example.

On a positive note, WWRC is in the grant writing process now, where if you have an interest in bike

trails, it is time to propose these thought for the next grant cycle that begins in the next few months!
See Mayor Kelli for help in the process.
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WE DO NOT need to mix cars and bikes on these main highways and thruways. That is a safety
issue. Bikes have their own trail system thru and around Bellingham and for theirs and the drivers of
auto's SAFETY we do not need to mix this as “oil and water”.

The points that I made were those expressed by the many concerned neighbors and citizens that I
heard expressing at the Roosevelt School meeting that were in the audience and asking questions of
each other. ‘

As a Councilman, it is extremely offensive to me that you are NOT listening to ALL your voting public as
well as your blatant sarcasm! ! |

As a member of the Council, T thought that your presence was important at the Roosevelt School
presentation so that your public could ask you questions. We were favored by several other council
members who were listening to their constituents which I thought was part of the purpose of the
meeting.

I TOO have ridden a bike in my youth, including on Alabama and Cornwall, as well as North Shore Drive
having attended the original Washington School as well as Whatcom Middle school and later Bellingham
High, while growing up on Sunset Drive and later on North Shore Drive.

Today, I would want my granddaughter (who attends Roosevelt School) to ride her bike on the sidewalk
for her safety (as well as my peace of mind). Last week's bike accident on NW in a bike lane should
explain this visually to those of you that risk your and your families limb (s). It is not fair that those of
us automobile drivers have lasting emotions when we hit a biker, and the memories that stay with us for
the rest of their lives.

We cannot legislate common sense, but those of us that have had to take a flat blade shovel and scrap a
person of f the side of your car and off the road, putting the remains in a cardboard box, carry this
memory the rest of our lives. The body in this state is just so many pounds of "ground round”. I had to
do this in Chula Vista, CA in 1963 so I know what I am talking about ! ||

I stand by the comments that BIKERS pay no HIWAY nor road taxes, and that is pretty evident if you
take the time to read the state, county or city transportation budget. YES we all pay taxes for a lot
"things". BIKER's pay no tax!

I think that the majority of the people (non-bikers) that you are elected to serve deserve to be
listened tol

I hope that you can understand why YOUR comments that you have made are so very offensive to them!
Very respectfully,

Jon

Jon Soine, CRS, GRI, SRES

-21-




Washington REALTORS 2012 Presidents Service Award
Washington Governor's 2011 Citation for Service
Washington REALTORS 2009 VP of Government Affairs
Washington REALTORS 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award
Whatcom County Association of REALTORS 2007 President
Windermere Real Estate

515 West Bakerview Road

Bellingham, WA 98226

Direct: 360-650-1400
Email: Jon@JonSoine.com
Website: http://www.JonSoine.com

“Your Personal REALTOR. .”

From: Ken Mann [mailto:kmann@co.whatcom.wa.us]

Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 4:49 PM

To: Jon Soine; Tim Cornwell

Cc: Perry Eskridge; Larry Farr; Mayor Kelli Linville

Subject: RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvement COMMENTS

Jon - I have no opinion on the merits or conclusions of the COB study.
However, the talking point that "bikes pay no road tax nor contribute to the payment" is offensive.
I ride bikes - a lot. | commute by bike to work - a lot. My wife and kids travel via bicycle - a lot.

We pay taxes - a lot. We own three vehicles. We own multiple residential and commercial properties in
Bellingham. We shop in Bellingham.

| support bike lanes and so do my taxes.
Ken Mann

Whatcom County Councilmember

(360) 676-6690 (office)

(360) 483-6020 (mobile)

kmann@co.whatcom.wa.us
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ken-Mann-Whatcom/77546362394
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Thomas, Kendra L.

From: myronlw@aol.com
Sent: Thursday, March 20, 2014 8:32 AM
To: CC - Shared Department
Subject: Alabama Street Improvements
MYRON L WLAZNAK
PO Box 28425

BELLINGHAM, WA 98228-0425
1-360-671-9969

March 20, 2014

City Council

City of Bellingham

210 Lottie Street
Bellingham, WA 98225

Dear Council Members:

The purpose of this letter is to raise issues and concerns not covered in the presentation to the public in regards
to safety improvements to the Alabama travel corridor.

1. Street lighting is a serious issue. The current lights do not adequately light the roadway and also diminish
(dilute) the effectiveness of vehicle headlights. On a rainy night it is extremely difficult to see the lane markers.
In addition the road patches (filling in the cracks) look like lane markers. Striping the lanes in addition to the
reflective bumps would certain help keep cars in their lane.

2. Alleys drain water into the street. During the winter ice formed along the right lane as you reached the bottom
of Alabama gong west bound creating a serious hazard.

3. There are four entrances/exits to the mini mall located on Alabama and Yew Street. Two of these are located
right at the intersection of Yew and Alabama creating a hazard that could be avoided if these entrances/exits
were consolidated into larger ones further down Yew and Alabama.

4. The surface of Alabama is in need of resurfacing and drainage along the westbound lanes needs to be
improved. Puddles spread out into the travel lanes with only a medium rainfall.

5. The street light at Yew needs to be synched with the light at Woburn for those traveling along Alabama. It
makes no sense to have a red light at Yew when heavy traffic is flowing past Woburn. Likewise the light at
Pacific and Orleans need to work better in conjunction with the main traffic flow. There seems to be no rthyme
or reason to the settings.

6. Bicycle traffic should not be allowed on Alabama and signs should be posted to that effect. Better use of
empty side streets for bicycle traffic would make traffic safer for both drivers and bicyclist. Improvements
should be made to side streets to insure safety and ease of travel for bicyclists. lowa would be a good choice for
expanding bike lanes for through traffic to downtown. Mixing vehicle and bike traffic on the heavily traveled

1
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roadways should be kept to a minimum. As bike traffic increases more accidents will occur. Better to move bike
traffic away from heavy vehicle traffic areas. Some bike lane lanes are effectively half the size marked by the
white strip because the curb line bisects the travel lane creating an unsafe crack in the middle of the lane
pushing bicyclist toward the vehicle lane.

7. There is little active enforcement of traffic regulations on Alabama. Perhaps some passive measures can be
taken (signage, periodic flashing traffic speed signs) along with routine active enforcement.

8. There are a great number of turning options on/off of Alabama (30 streets, 43 alleys and 82 driveways in
these 2.4 miles of roadway). Reducing this number would certainly provide safety benefits.
Please review these suggestions as you deliberate the safety recommendations presented by staff.

Regards,

Myron L Wlaznak
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Thomas, Kendra L.

From: Anonymous@cob.org on behalf of Peter_James@cob.org
Sent: Friday, March 21, 2014 3:59 PM

To: CC - Shared Department

Subject: Alabama Street project pjames9@gmail

I reside at 2724 Undine Place,a dead end street on the north side of Alabama St. I have seen the tentative plans
for the project and understand that no left turns will be allowed either way or even no lefts to even get on
Alabama. The only lefts allowed will be at the lighted intersections. This would be unfair not only to my street
but many others along the north side of Alabama that are dead ends. We have no other access or exit to use.
What use to be a simple trip to say Haggen off Woburn now becomes going around blocks of unneeded travel.
Also I don't like the idea of unfettered lanes because no one can turn left. Seems to me that is inviting people to
go faster no matter what the posted speed limit. I was under the assumption for some reason that this study was
for mediating traffic flow. This seems to invite more traffic to come through here. To sum, I do not want the c-
curb plan to be implemented as do other neighbors that I have talked to about it. I favor the option of the middle
turn lane with lanes on either side for directional travel with no bike lanes. I would not like the extra light at St.
Paul as I think that was planned to appease all the people who would have to make one of the last lefts legally in
order to run the maze around to be on the correct side of Alabama to get home. I hope you will consider these
ideas in the upcoming council meeting on April the 7th. Thank you.
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/TZk you for your consideration. -
w2 ECEIVE!
R Kiene ) s gﬁ? i J \V E

March 6, 2014
Subject: Alabama St. Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements

Dear Bellingham City Council Member — Jack Weiss
Lottie Street
Bellingham, Washington

I have major concerns on changes of traffic flow for Alabama St. ! I agree our roads
need to be as safe as possible. This does not preclude the usage of the vast majority of
people who use this for entering or leaving the core of our City, by that I mean the cars,
trucks an buses that require efficient use of Alabama St. corridor.

After reviewing the data published for the Open House of March 5, 2014, and
considering that six (6) injury accidents per million miles driven is statistically

- insignificant, 0.0006%. Looking at the cause of those accidents, speed, testing or cell

phone use, DUI, or inattentive driving are possible to which a traffic flow change on
Alabama St. will not likely change. A flow change would likely shift some traffic to
other areas not capable of handling an additional volume of traffic, thus creating an
unsafe area that currently does not have such and was not designed to handle additional
volumes.

Probable addition of a marked crosswalk between Pacific St. and Woburn St. might be
considered with the reevaluation of how the traffic light at Pacific is used and the left turn
use. The timing of lights between Woburn and Orleans with any crosswalk improvements
is needed if any changes are made. Noting that the 6 injury accidents did not have a
fatality, at least it wasn’t noted in the data.

What I did not see in the data presented was:
 the daily volume of traffic numbers
* the type of injury accident
 if a fatality occurred
o fortunately, I am pleased this has not occurred, at least according to the
data offered here, not minimizing those who suffered injuries.

e The occurrence of police response for traffic accidents

Therefore I would request that Alabama St. corridor from Cornwall to Electric remain
two (2) lanes of traffic in both directions!

4933 Lewis Ave.
Bellingham, WA

 ————
-

MAR 077 201k

BELLINGHAM

Ty COUNCIL

P.S. I use this corridor daily!

P E—————
H o —
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Thomas, Kendra L.

From: frank black <frankdoonanblack@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, March 31, 2014 4:18 PM

To: CC - Shared Department

Subject: Alabama st. Project

Council members,

| am writing to oppose the proposed changes to Alabama street in Roosevelt neighborhood. | live
on Alabama street and am concerned about the unsightly nature of the "C" curb. These curbs are
acceptable in industrial areas but when placed in a residential setting are ugly. | don't understand why
the City of Bellingham would spend our resources to make the city less attractive. | also oppose the
project on the grounds that you will be taking land from me in the process of making my
neighborhood uglier. | would incur significant expenses moving landscaping as well as suffering a
double blow to my property values. The cumulative effect of the change would put me underwater on
my home mortgage and make it nearly imposable to sell my home (no one wants to buy a house with
a freeway running through the living room).

All of this is unnecessary. Instead of installing the curb install the road diet without the bike lanes.
Leaving out the bike lanes would allow room for a bus to pull partway out of traffic to drop off and pick
up passengers while allowing the cars to use the left turn lane to go around the bus, minimizing the
impact on the WTA and traffic behind the bus. Leaving the bike lanes out will have little impact on the
bicycling community as bicycling on Alabama street is not something | would recommend even to the
most experienced and confident cyclist, and the bicycle master plan has Texas street as a "bike
boulevard" removing the need for bike lanes on Alabama street.

The difference in impact between the two projects cannot be overstated. The current proposal
greatly reduces the quality of life for a thousand people with potentially devastating economic impacts
as well. The road diet without bike lanes increases the quality of life for the entire Roosevelt
neighborhood and the Bellingham as a whole. | implore you to not make Bellingham ugly. Do not
approve this plan.

Frank Black
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RECEIVED

4-7 (ate]

oo (AB#)
frearne)

Seiimgmm Chiy Councli
ity Clerk Representative

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety

solution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street).

Below is a detailed list of our objections and our reasons behind those objections, along with a variety of
alternatives that still take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in

Rooseveit Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
sotution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street).

Below is a detailed list of our objections and our reasons behind those objections, atong with a variety of

alternatives that still take into account afl citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in

‘Roosevelt Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

T } /

RN

s

Orney Lea wi"))"ﬂj (@’7 }ff"

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street).

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the abjection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account alf citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.

Sighed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety

solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street).

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account gl citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street).

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account glf citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street).

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account alf citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us whao reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street),

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.
Signed:
Printed Name Address Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street}.

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account ol citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street),

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account alf citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street).

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account ol citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodai Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curh proposed as a safety

sojution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street)

Below is a detailed list of cur objections and our reasons behind those objections, along with a variety of
alternatives that still take into account alf citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in

Roosevelt Neighborhood,

Signed:

Printed Name

{ \j@ " h !\J i "Fo - b ladsvein

Address
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median ¢-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street {from King Street to Woburn Street).

Below is a detailed list of our objections and our reasons behind those objections, along with a variety of
alternatives that still take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in

Roosevelt Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature
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March, 2014

To Bellingham City Council:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). :

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternaﬁvgs that still
take into account alf citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt

Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name

Address

Signature

H (if 5/ e (;f’“(f’. /

260 @uwﬁ 37 -/'5"/55;&1

‘/%CA [)CLLJM o

/ALE ))“ &'ﬂf,

VAR RS leceh S,

AZC[((}’ - \j//jdff(ij.L
/@75/6 OC{‘L{,»-\_’,_

\) C@—ﬁ(i

Jle0l L/%{”«%{{A S/

/'7 ﬂ/(,\ VA %ﬁm’\c}\ﬂ( J

2600/ Queen STt

er/n /Rn(“ﬂd\rx
~— LIME AN = & S

A0 Oeen %

%ﬁz ”EW ¥

Bnd G lvin

266 | Quean St

[ TeEXd & APT A

B

/ﬁ%/

Sl R. Casciplws
LIsHAL b M Pic kA

v L Lol uEeN ST RB'HAM

f;”
VW

WIL

-40-




March, 2014

To Bellingham City Councit:

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street).

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still
take into account alf citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt
Neighborhood.

Signed:

Printed Name Address Signature

Pl Seele /313 & (lavgloned St 7222¢ M é
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Ve e
Brendhn Borichn ; 22/ .
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Roosevelt Neighborhood’s Draft Response to Alabama Corridor Safety
Improvement Proposal

Possible negative impacts of the Alabama Street c-curb from the freeway to Woburn Street:

e will change the appearance of the Roosevelt section of Alabama from a suburban
neighborhood to a more commercial/industrial look and feel; this will discourage
owner-occupancy and lead to a more transient population; .

e while auto-to-auto accidents may be reduced along Alabama, auto-to-pedestrian
accidents are likely to increase as traffic is forced traffic onto streets not designed for
the higher volume (as in Texas, Maryland, Pacific and St. Paul Streets);

e penalizing residents 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to alleviate safety issues caused by
those just passing through, primarily twice a day, five days a week;

e A curb will increase the division between the north and south parts of Roosevelt
Neighborhood, which already struggles to remain cohesive,

4-to-3 Lane Road Diet with bike lanes (this is the preferred option)
e allows residents access to side streets while turning across only one lane of traffic, which is far
safer than turning across two lanes;
e bike lanes double as a buffer between cars and pedestrians;

Reroute WTA route one block south on Woburn to Texas, west on Texas to Pacific, then back up one
block to Alabama (and vice versa)
e eliminates all rear-end and side-swipe accidents from cars veering left around busses;
e keeps busses from being delayed by traffic along Alabama;
e more people walking along {eyes on) Texas Street is good for the neighborhood;
e would require removal of traffic calming devises and replacement with stop signs, plus possible
widening of two blocks, plus probably a traffic light at Woburn and Texas;

Encourage more through-traffic onto lowa Street
e a road diet on Alabama might naturaily do this for some cars, as might lowering the speed limit;
e lowais already non-residential, is 35 mph, has a left turn-lane and no busses, and is five lanes
wide west of Pacific;
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Ban left turns during rush hours anly
e most law abiding citizens will obey the law
s the effect of short-term emphasis patrols would likely spread the word well

Reduce the speed limit to 25 mph
¢ Alabama Street is a residential street (while lowa is not) so 25 mph is a reasonable speed,;
¢ drivers have more time to assess and react so accidents are reduced;
¢ {ess damage is done by 25 mph impact than 35 mph impact;

At RNA Meeting:

Pull outs for buss

Road Diet options {other)

Synchronize lights at intersections

Some have reservations about at light at St. Paul
Reduce speed to 30 or 25 mph

Maryland St. should have traffic calming features installed, as it already has a fair amount of

traffic, with no stop from Orleans to St Paul;
Texas 5t. should have an additional stop sign or calming devise between Toledo and Vatencia;
St. Paul and Pacific...
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Marchand, Marie M.

From: MY - mayorsoffice@coﬁ.org

Sent: Friday, April 11, 2014 3:16 PM

To: Comeau, Christopher J.; Grp.CC ‘
Subject: FW: Alabama Street yellow curb issue,
FYI

Sophia Blamey

Executive Assistant to the Mayor

City of Bellingham

(360) 778-8100 office

(360) 778-8116 direct

sbblamey@cob.org

*My incoming and outgoing email messages are subject to public disclosure requirements per RCW 42.56*

From: Kimberly Faubion-Boulanger [mailto:KBoulang@co.whatcom.wa.us]
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2014 1:09 PM

To: MY - mayorsoffice@cob.org

Subject: Alabama Street yellow curb issue,

Hi there, ‘ _

My family and I live off of Alabama St. where we have to make a left hand turn to get onto our street. It would impact
our daily routine negatively and we are voicing our opinion through this email to let you know that there are three of us
that live in our house who separately have to drive from our jobs at different times where we all 3 would need to make a
left turn to get home,

Please consider those of us in this situation and do not put the raised yellow curb on Alabama.

Sincerely,
Kimberly Faubion and family.

-44-




N Dater
5/18/2012

PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED BY PUBLIC WORKS REGARDING ALABAMA STREET: WIA‘{ ]\2012 THROUGH APRIL 4, 2014

Comrment : .
Are you kldd‘[ng me? Miles of smites? | live atthe top of Alambama Ril and | cannot ride 2 bike and 1 do not: ride the bus. I don nut Ilke the ides that people with cars
are demonized. Please do not reduce the abil Ity for cars to tmvel up and down the hill. { think you can get up and down the hill on 2 bike by, going through the park, by
the way.

N Emall -

dnfar;d\;v‘r@comcast.net

Addre.ss

Nama

Deborah Royal

5/18/2012

Sincerelv. Deborah Roval
During cur membérship meeting last last night some discussion surfaced around the study of Alabama that the City is about to initate. Whaie there was appreciation
that the area was going 1o get some much needed serutiny, thera was concern as to the impact improvements could have in the future to the traffic flow down 'F
straet. Specifically, i was mentioned that this study will be the first step in establishing & main access to the waterfront, creating increase traffic flow through the
naighborhoad. In contrast to all of this , what 1 hear the City saving s that tha concern thet is belng addressed isthe reality of traffice issues (and related acudents),
with an attempt toreduse/centrol traffic. These are conearns that came up, thought ysu should know. Rick Qualls, Chair Cornwall Park Neighborhodd

ricka2000@yshep.com

Rick Qualls

1 12/28/2012

| have some addition thoughts on the prolect Somg, | believe we can do, others that will require adcimonal funding and others that will draw concern. As you know,
there are many pedestraln buffers in sections on hoth sides of Alabama. If there are no bikes [anes installed hotv will safety nfthe pedestrian be assured even if traffic
speeds are reduced? | have heard stories that there may be bike safety corridors en some of the alterrnative routes along/feedmg the maln arterial, The crossing at St
Paul, | believe is part of one of themn. My concern is "speeding” traffic along this narrow passage of St. Paul (at times 35/40 mph), Now here's where the money comes.
in with my proyiosals. First, install speed bumps along St. Paul form Alabama to E. Maryland sifilar+o the one's used on St. Cair forthe same purpose. Secend, traffic-
rush times or not - will be improved unless there are installed “round-a-bouts" such as the one's used on the main arterial leading into and tholgh Sedona, AZ SR179
{10:33 and 14337 of the video caught my eye), | know...| know, we can't-afford It but you know, as well as |, thisis the unly way ta solve our traffic blues.

clewthree@gmail.com

Charles Law

10/9/2012,

Please know that although | am nota bicyelist, | belleve that the recommended change to Alabara Street with three traff‘c lanes, twe bike lanes, and 2 planting stnp
separating the road and sidewalks is 3 wonderfy idea. However, to make it work correctly [ believe it is imperative that two critical areas be addrassed, First, WTA
buses must have turn-out spacas at every stop on the affected route. Second, there must be an improvement to the right turn for westhound _tra'fﬁc at Woburn., If they
camnpt ey the corner faster than, js done nevwe, it will clos up the none westhound lane :

lvd] hotmajl.com

2198 E. Birch Street
Bham 96228

\Tim Fry

I read the Herald article about the proposed Alzbama Street road diet, | can’t make it to the opén house tomorrow, but | want 1o express my suppert for adding bike
lanes to this read. { occasnona[ly nde on Alabama sh'eet, and xt Is stre.ssful te navigste the traffic. Bike lanes and single traffic lanes would be a game changer on this,
stretely Thank

elizabethhartsoh@vahoocom

Beth Hartsoh
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2/12/2013

thaversadyour reparts and ﬁnd the conclusmns very hard to beheve We now have Z Ianes of traffic in each direction with turn lanes at each of the major cross
streets. When you cut back to 2 lane for the sealing last summer, there was a back-up even In the middle of the day, during rush hour this would have been terrible.
cutting back wlll be a casue for road rege as people are hungary, tired and want to get home, any delays wil not be happy times. All of the east-west corridors are
Jammed these days, and the cross streats keep them evenly full. Bleycle lanes will help the riders, but, until they are the majority, cars must the prlority.

bawap201@comeast.net

(Property 621 Alabama)
1201 Woburn Street
Bellingham, WA 98229

Bruce A, Swanson
360-734-3960

2/12/2013

My name is Don Ernest and | live at 2518 Racine Street, Just three doors north of the corner of Alabama and Raclne Street, {drive down Alabama Street many times
each week, since it Is the only exit from Racine Street and the alley that runs behind my résidence. Ithas bean my chservation that most of the time, whenever one
approaches a traffic signal in Belllngham, the driver must stop and wait fo a red light. This wastes time and fuel. If lights are synchronized for a set speed on maln
streets, one may drive at that spead without stopping as long as traffic is normal. This also discourages speeding, since speeding motorists will run into red lights. The
city has provided synchronized timing of traffic signals on several streets downtown and I understand this has also been done on a portion of Bakerview Road. Mare of
this needs to be done around the city, and Alabama Street is a good example. | wouId recommend that trafflc signals on Alabama be setfor 30 mph. The current
speed of 35 mph seems too fast, and 25 mph is too slow for a major street.

2518 Racine Street  P.O.

Box 30434

Don W. Ernest

2{13/2013

The idea of reducing Alabama to 2 lanes with a center turn [ane is a very bad idea. If this propesal Is carried o, traffic will be backed up to Cornwall from abiout 15:30
t0 13:00. In addition, what will happeﬁ when a WTA bus stops to remove or add'a bicycle ftom the carrier on the front of the bus and to take on or discharge
passangers? Will the traffic behind the bus need to pile up while the bus is stopped as thera is no turn out lane for the bus How many of the cars will use the center
lane to bypass the stopped bus? Your graph showing traffic density is wrong, Driva the street betwean 15:30 to 18:00 and you will see how much traffic it carries. If
accidents with bicycle riders are a problem, I fee| that many of them could be eliminatad if the riders would sirply obev the traffic laws that motorists have to abide
by. Many imes | have gotten a green light only to have a bicycle blow through a red light because they did not feéf they had to stop. In addition stop signs don't seem
to cause them to stop. | have also witnessed the riders just swerve onto the pedestrian crosswalk and go through the Intersection instead of waiting for the green light.
if there is money that needs te be spent or lost, why not spend it to synchronize the traffic lights on sorme streets, When we must stop and wait getting 0 miles to the
gallon and then aceelerate causing more poliution-and then get to the next ight only to have it turn red in front of you and again get O miles to the gallon only to
repeat it at the next light. State street used to be set for a speed of 25 [ think and it worked great. | think Chestaut street is set up this way and it works well, { realize
these are one way streets but feel that Alabama could be sat up and synchronize the lights in one direction part of the day and the other direction part of the day.

ydkoranda@msn.com

dale koranda
2606710687
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Date
2/13/2013

- |Carolina Streets. I do not ride on lowa Street for the same reasons | do not ride on Alabama. fust how your study found an average speed of 88.5 mi/br is hard to

" |marked with crosswalks to help car drivers remember that it Js lawful to stop for pedestrians. The new crosswalk at Yew and Texasis a wonderful example! Please

Comment

Emall

1feel quite quailified to commant on the proposals you are consTderingforAlabama Street because | Tive justtwo blocks soyth of Alabama on a non-through street. be.ll'acs.@xahuo.com .

Every time [ leave our street, at least six days a week, {hustuse Alabama. [ walk to and from Cornwall from the top of Alabama hill several days a week, ingood
weather I'bke (not on the streat, rather on the trall) and do travel by auto when the weather Is really bad or when [ need carry back too muel to tote in my arms.
‘Therg is 3 wonderful bike friendly trail to the north of Alabama and If that is too far out of the way for some riders or heads in the wrong direction there are Texas and

conceive because the stoplights at Woburn and Yew are not coordinated with eac] etfer at all, When | drive | seldom get through both Intersections with two green
lights. During high traffic times the traffic is significantly slower than the posted 35 mi/hr from one end of Alabama to the other. During high traffic timas the
westbound cars are Ined up well past Xenia Street walting for the red light at Woburni. With only one lane geing west the line for the red fight ‘eould weli past Yew, As
for the rest of the street, ! have made'an observation just this week of one lane traffic betwean James and Cornwall. There was utiiity work belng done that caused the
two lane traffic pattern. DId anyone in your office ohserve the traffic during this tme? | was walking and could not cross Alabama anywhere except at a traficlight. |
'walked 2 block and one-half ong time watchmg 4 car from a side street waiting to enter Alabama. Onelane in each direction makes one long iine of cars instead of
havlngthetwo lanes of cars making times when dne can cross or turh onte the street. | havi noticed that drivers will stop for walkers if there Is 2 painted croswallc
‘There are few drivers even on the side streets that wil stop for a waiting pedestrian at an unmarked Intersection. | would suggest that mere intersections should be

consider these observatiotis when a decislon is made about whit to do with trafﬁc ©n Alabama. Changes should facilitate the safe flbw of traffic for pedestrians,
drivers, and riders.

Address
2115 Birch Cir
Bellingham, WA
98229

Name

Helen Jacobson

2/13/2013

up to date. Any week day Monday through Friday from 3:00 P M it is solid vehiclés on ! four lanes &nd there is In additidn a back up at the signal lights. Trying to
funnel the traffic down to three would ba a real disaster. Alabama s the only éast west arterial that runs from Lake Whatcom all the way throughto Bellingham Bay. )
Consider very carefully the fall out from any changes. A case in point of a slightly different matter is Texas St. a street that parsllels Alabama and just one block over.
This street Is 25 feet wide and the city declded at Michigan Stto putinaroynd about which is 19 feet. The difficulty of school buses, fire trucks énd the general public
is an example ofsomel;hmg hot thought cut well. When a grant is ‘available sometimes it is used in a horrible way that the public has ta endure for many years. 1 live
just two blocks from Alabama St. and my family uses it every day. | have lived thirty years st this same location and about sixty five years I Whatcom county so [ know
this area well, The opinions of residents of Bellingham who know this area vary well in addition to birycle riders who say they would never use Alabama should
certainly ba factored in to any finial dEEISLOHS mada. Thanks for your time and ass:stance in this mattar. -

Dear Sir, 1 am writing concerning the suggested changes to Alabarna St. | was at the Tues. evening meeting and ene of the charts was most definitely In errorand not  |dinonhoff@msn.com

2614 Kentucky Street

Bellingham, WA 98229

Dale Noahoff
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2/11/2012

*|also frequently bicycle or walk to Trader Joe's, and to Memorial Park. - | have mixed feelings about blke lanes on Alabama, even if I strongly support a road diet.

‘leul de sac connector between iowa Drive and Rhododendron to avaid the steep grade of Alabama and the winter mud and graval of the railroad trail). <The Mnols

Thank you for accepting this comment fmm a resident and user of the Alabama Comdar project. | own and reside at 2413 Humboldt Street, betweet Texas and
Alabama. | commute by bicyele to downtown daily ang frequently bicycle east to Lake Whatcom, so 1 am intimately familiar with the bleycla thoroughfares in the area. |

Because of the heavy traffic [ would worry about the broadside problem caused by left turning ears in the median, who might not see me because of cars avertaking me
in the same direction. -Regarding paralle! comdor[s I like using Texas, but | getforced anta Alabama between Lincoln and Moore, and agaln at Viewridge near the top
of Alabama Hill. | DC think bike lanes at the Lake Whatcom side of Alabama Hill would be a great addition, but ' not sure if this project can reach that far {{ use the

corridor s nlcer for cycling because there zre fewer stop signs, but [ do not like riding on Weburn and wish there was a'safer alternative to get between Texas and
Wingis in that'area. | like tha.idea of creating a safer blcycle/pedestrian cross at St. Paul for this purpose, -Likewise, there Is ng good route to get between Texas and
Hlinois near I-5. | can go under Alzbama on Moore, but it doesf't connect ta' llinols unless | ride on the gravel path. Could we consider a paved bleycle/pedestrian path,
through Memorial Park adjacent to the freeway, along with improved crossings for bikes and pedestrians on James north and seuth of Alabama, like the one a¢
Carpling? Even the Carolina crossing suffers from the problem of multiple lanes of traffic in each dnrectlon having te simultanesusly step te allow peds to cross, Thanks
again for accepting comment.  will try to attend the public forum tomorrow night. - L. '

brycefegle: mail.co

2413 Humbeoit Street
Bellingham, WA 98220

Bryce Fegley

2/15/2013

First of all, thank you for alf the hard werk that you and your staff put into the presentation concerning the project. Generally, | was surprised that you choose to do |,
this via an open house model. | am sure that you had to answer the same quéstions many times through the night. Plus, T am not surs that everyone attending was able
to walk away with the same level of information. Just a couple chservations from my puint of view... ...blcycle lanes on a main bus route concemn me, | see the buses
and cyclists already competing for the right-of-way with the vehicle traffic along Alabama. ..the road diet proposed is a Tittle scary for me, a5 1 see-folks using the center
lane as their 'secand lana”. This creates a different format for callisions. ...using the center lane to navigate around a bus that is stopped Is creating uncertainty In the
traffic flow. At this point | can stay In tha second lane to travel and avoid the congestion behind the bus. | would alse be concermed how this might impact the bus rider
trying to cross the street after disembarking from the bus. Hopefully there will be opportunity In the future for a different kind of discussion format to allow people to

Hcke2D00@yahoo.com.

heartheir peer’s opinlon in a cantext of accurate Information/research that the COB provides. Thanks again for yourwark tis appreciated.

Rick Qualls
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Date
2/11/2013

Comm ent
Alabama Street "Road Diet” “Road Diet.” The name says it all. In spite of the Cm/s assertion that the goal of modnfymg Alabama straet is to reduce colfisions, the
ohbvious agenda is to again reduce road capacity in order to be more “green,” the rasult being to cripple the movement of people and vehicles through a busy, yet well-
functioning commuting and business corridor. Need proof? All you have to do is look at all the other bike lanes, bulbed-out crosswalks, traffic calming devices, concrete
medians, and other “improvements” forced upon us as proot-positive that Bellingham’s roads have been increasingly “bottienacked” in arder to create a “one-lane-
each-way- commuting- hell” in a city that keeps growing. Let’s make roads more crowded so we can reduce collislons? Get real. [ am not interested In a car-free utopia.
| have to show up for work and schoo! - with my stuff clean, diy, presentable, and on time - In a city that is cold, dark, and wet most days. Chris Comeat (City planner}
states: “We're not selling anything to anybody...we're conducting & study,” But then he says: *Keeping Alabama the way it is not an optlon...” The public is not

rmisinformed; we know that Bellingham doesn’t need any more road diets, We need the city to leave Alzbama street alone, and start using our tax dollars to repave our |

|deteriorating roads.

Emal

mitchbratt@msncom

Address
Bellingham, WA

Name
Robert Gray

2/11/2013

Mary and | wiil not be available to attend your Tuesday meeting at Roosevelt, so please teke our input in writing. Mary and | bought our House on Alabania Hill in 1280,
Mary and Pau! Enfield 3320 Cregon Pl. Bellingham, WA 98226 Cell: 360-733-7765. Over the 32 years we have [ive here, much of the function of Alabama $t. from
Crestline at the top of tha hlll to Cornwall has not change a lot, except for the added traffic egused by the Woburn/Barkley development. In addition to driving, | run
and walk {mostly on treils) and ride bike around Bellingham (about 40 miles a week}. By my observation poor driving Is primarlly ceused by driver frustration, and our
greatest cause of this frustration Is unnecessary traffic Impacts. ..and frustrated drivers make poor declsions. Examples of poor deslgn that impacts how peopla drive
are traffic lights that are not engineered wall, net coordinated for typa of traffic at a specific thme of day, unnecessary 4 way traffic signalization wherg 2 way would be
mare efficient {straight through from both sides with continual yield to take left across tratfic), Most traffic signals could revert to 2 way staps more than half the hours
of a week. Let's be honest~-yoday and for 2 long time into the future car traffic is going to be the our majer means of transportation. When 99% of miles are generated
by vehicles and anly 1% of the miles are accounted for by distance walking, bicycling and buses, let’s first make sure that this general vahicle traffic Is not mpacted
unnecessarily. Let me give an example of an uringeded fiX with an unjustified impact: the recent bulbing out of the sidewalk at the SE corner of Alabama and Yew
eliminated what had been a very functional right tum lane for free rights. The corner has pedestrian and traffic controls, so the reduction of pedestrian crossing

distance seross Yew was minimal, but now sometimes a dozen northbound Yew drivers have to walt for a signal to change if just one driver wants ta go through ortake |

alet at Alabama. How much hetter would it have been to have installed an Improved turn lane=-100 drivers taking cight turns are impacted for every pedestrian
erossing Yevi. All of this added wait time at traffic signals increases our carbon footprint, far outweighing any improvements we have made by encouraging added
bicycle travel. Let's refocus our pricrities and sea if we can get Bellingham off the bottom of the charts for carbon fostprint per mile driven for clties our size. |ftruly
needed 3 Barrier curb In problem areas s acceptable. Also push controls for flashing waming lights for pedestrian crasswalks can werk well, providing pedestrian
safety dnd no added traffic impact. Maybe it would even heip encourage pedestrian to use the crosswalk rather than J-walking mid-block. We need the 4 lane traffic
capacity we have on Alabama, Providing bike Tane(s) on Alabama makes no sanse. When biking east-west, | use Barkley, the trail or Texas. Thanis and good Juck!

psenfield@comcast.net

3320 Oragon Place

Mary and Paul Endfield

47-

Thank you for accepting this comment from a resident and user of the Algbama Corridor project. [ own and reside at 2413 Humboldt Street, between Texas and .
Alabama. | commute by hicycle to downtown dally and frequently bicyl:]e east to Lake Whateom, so | am intimately famillar with the bicycle thoroughfares in the area. |
also frequently bicycle or walk ta Trader Joe's, and to Memorial Park. -1 have mixed feelings ebout bike lanes on Alabama, even If | strongly support s road diet,

Because of the heavy traffic T would worry about the broadside prob[arn caused by.left turning cars in the median, who might not see mg becausa of cars cvertaking me
in the same direction. -Regarding paralle! corrldors, ] like using Texas, but ] get forced onto Alabama betwegn Lincoln and Moore, and again atViewridge near the top
of Alabama Hill, | DO think bike lanes at the Lake Whatcom side of Alabama Hill would be a great addltion, but I'm not sure if this projget can reach that far {fuse the |
cul de sac connector between lowa Drive-and Rhodadendron to avoid the steep grade of Alabama and'the winter mud and grave! of the railread trail), <The lllinois
corrider Is nicer for cycling because there are fewer stop signs, but: 1 do not like riding on Weburn and wish there was a safer alternative to get between Texas and
Mirols In thatarea. | like the idea &f creating a safer bicycle/pedestrian cross at 5t. Paul for this purpose, -Likewise, there s no good raute fo get between Texas and
Hliinois near 1-5. ! can ge under Alabama on Moore, but It doasn't connect to [lnois unless | ride on the gravel path, Could we consider a paved bicycle/pedestrian path
through Memorial Park adjacent to the fragway, along with improved crossings for bikes and pedestrians on James north and south of Alabama, like the one at
Carolina? Even the Carolina crossing suffers from tha problem of multiple ianes of traffic in each direction having to simultaneously stop to allew peds to cross, Thanks
again for,accapting commant. | will try to attend the public forum tomorrew night.

* |ydkoranda@msn.con

tale keranda
3606710657
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2f21/2013

|slowe or almost stop when cars traveling in your direction turn right onto the side streets, causing 3 potential for more rear in eollisions as they will not Kave the option

Comment
We attended the open house held at Rcosgveit School on possible plans for Alalama Street and wanted to fat you know some of our thoughts. Every city needs
fecders; streets that carry commuter traffic and help support the city center business. Limiting these feeders limits access to these business and travel 1o homes. The
redesign of Alabama Street looks to rastrict travel and discoursges travelers from entrylng the core from this direction. Thera will be ingraased neighborhood traffic to
shorten travel time, this brings more speed bumps and traffic obstruction. The bike lzne in the Alabama area has baen established for several years and is safe and
fast, only a few streets to cross and no cars turning out of side straets every block. {That's how a.friend of ours was killed, riding in a bike lane and a car puiled out of a
side street not seeing him.) The trail runs from Alabama hill to the core making for an enjoydble ride. Entering Alabama from Dntario St Is way more challehging when
bikes ffy down the hill now, as we can only see on coming trafiic for one hlock, St. Clarie St., due to over hang of tree branches. Would be nice if branches could be
trimmed to help with visibility up the hill. Right now, 7 a car is coming too fast they can pull over to the insids lana and miss a car that has just pulled outand Is not up
to speed yet. ‘The earlier pictures of 2 2 lane Alabama Street wera interesting. But, the need was seen that Alabarna neaded to be changed to handle more traffic as
the city grew. So why wiould we want to go back to less [anes? You will have cats passing In the center turn lane to get past slow moving cars. Everyone will have to

to change lanes. We know coming down Alabama hiil and turning right onte Ontario $t. ane almost comes to a stop to make'the turn. Mow other cars fallowing just
change to the inside lane, what will happen when there is no other lane? We do see a need for more of the flashing cross walks like on 5t Paul St te help pedestrians.
Our neighborhnnd is dead end strasts so we do need to use Alahama Straetto reach any of our dPstIna‘tiDns. .

Emall

renstnkpl3@msp.com

Address

2733 Ontarlo Street

Name
Pete & Linda Rensink

2/15/2013

Dear City of Bellingham: T am wntmg aboutthe plans under consideration for Alabama Street Improvements. First et me: note that  wilte as a regular bicycle
commuter. live on tcp of Barkley hill and commute to WU, | ride on a [ot of streets in Bellingham. |ride an busy streets, such as Northwest, Sunset [sast of
Orleans), Boulevard, Qld Fatrhaven Parkway, and alf the downtown streets: There are a Tew places In town | avoid such, as Meridian. [ also avoid Alabama St. ltisa
mess and a hazard for bioyclists, drivars, and pedestrians, | am glad that slternatives are being considered to Improve safety, | also like the work that has been done 6n
some streets to improve safety and aceess for bicyclists. |appragiata the work on Cormwall, Northwest, and the addition of some bike lane striping onpartsof
Lakeway. | like the work that was done of Indian St heading to WWU, [ attended the meeting on Tuesday, February 12¢h. 1learned a lot at the mesting. | fearned
that there are many accidents each year on Alabama — making it the second most dangerous street in Bellingham. 1also learned that most of the accidents are refated
to left turns — efther sumedne turning left or accidents related to people tryIng to avoid the peaple turning left by dodging into the other lane, 1learned that the city is
concerned zbout the safety on pedestrians both crossing Alabama and v}alking beside Alabama (parents of school-aged children are particularly concerned).
Importantly, | Tearned that adding bicycle lanes to one of the planswa-s essentially an afterthought. It was an afterthought because if the city moveste the road diat
plan {ona fane in eath divection with a canter tum lane), then there would be a few feet to spare on each side ofthe street. There had not bean a serfous
consideration of whether this would create a safe bike route nor was there g consideration of how this would fit with the city's bicycle master plan since work on that

Flan isn't starting for several more weeks! | am concermed about bicycle safety. 1am worried that by adding bike lanes you will be inviting bikers, but the route will pot

ke safe for them. { have 3 primary concerns about safety. First, the bike lanes will disappear at the major intersactions. At the intersectiohs with lames,
Crleans/Patific, Woburn, Yew, and Cornwall, the city will keep a Ieftturn lang, a through lang, and create right tum Tanes. ‘The right tumn [anes will mean that the blke
lanes disappear. Thisis actually 2 frequent approach used on Bellingharm streets, On husy streets Tt creates hazards as cyellsts and cars marge. 1t is a tricky merge that
| do fraguently around tawn. | know of aceidents In these situations and of one man with a fractured arm caused by deiver error when cutting in front of the cyclist.
There are better ways to handle these situations {see Portland downtown), but that would require space and thatisn’t in the plan.

Ir=-Hyman@wwu.edy

2459 Bridlewood Ct

Mr. ra Hyman

-48-

|But those Jaft tumers wll not be looking for cyclists in the bike lane. Even if ooking, they may not sea the cyclists through the SUVS, vans, and trucks, Not only wlll this

{Continued from above] Second, | am concerned about the large number of left turns and bicyclists being unseen by car drivers. Part of the problem will be the back-
ups away from the major intersectiens. Those back-ups, with two lznes, already extend past the next intersection (particularly et Weburn during commute time). With
only one lang, 1imagine the back-ups will be longer since the information provided Tuesday Is that there will not be & decrease in the number of cars on the road.
Bellingham drivers are considerate. Some people in those lines ‘will leave space for drivers to turn left acrossthe fine of stopped traffic (thay do so now acress 2 lanes).

be a risk at_tfge intersection back-ups, but all along the road. Asa cyclist, [ know | am often hidden behind larga SUVs and trucks. People may think they have a gap
because they tan't see the cyclists through the other traffic. There are a lot of left turns on Alabama and they are the current cause of most accidents. Under this plan,
the left turners will be coming after the cyclists. Third, 1 am concerned about interaction between bikes and busses. Alabama is the buslest bus routa in the ity
(something else | learned et the meeting). It Bimportant that Alabama remains workable for the busses, This plan will have the busses pulling over for stops in the
bike lzne. Of course, they will still partially be in the traffic lane which means the through traffic will move inte the turn lane —a potential actident risk that the city
planner {Chris Comeau) completely dismissed whan ! raised this'with him. He thought sinee this worked on Cornwall, it weuld werk here. OF course Cornwall has half
the traffic, more space, better sight lires, and fewer paople turning laft. My concern for bigyclists is with the Interaction with busses at stops. The bus drivers are
frequently not respectful of hu:y:ilst vight of way. | frequently have had busses pass and stop at stops without appropriate space. | know of many other cyclists who
have also experienced this. If a cycllst trles to pass a bus with its flashers on, the bus may pull eut witheut checking for blcyclists. I have had this experience frequently,
Qddly, although bicyclists and bus drivers are both part of the alternative transportation system, the bus drivers have little apparent training and respect for bicyclists.
Thus sharing the Bike tane with busses-on the buslest hus route In the city Is not a geod plan for safaty.
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Camment
[Continued from ebove] In addition to being coneerned about cyclist safety, | am also concerned about the impact of adding bike lanes to Alabama to the eventual bike
master plan. Alabama may or may not be the best [ocation for the major east-west route for cyclists. But even if itis a poor cheice, once the lanes are thare, | suspact
the city will not Se willing to invest limited transpertation dollars in ansther nearby route that would be better and safer. An afterthought to planning, without real
cansideration of space and safety, would become the defallt city master plan. Not & good planning strategy. There are better uses for the few extra faet on each side
1f you go with the road diet. . Those uses should focus on pedestrian safety. You could use the space for bulb outs at eross walks (something eise the city has done
effectively recently). You could put s planted barrier between the sidewalk and the road. Such things may be beyond the budget in hand, but you should develop a
plan that meets long term goals and work toward that over time. .

Emal]

Address

Name

2/25/2013

Dear Mr. Comeay, -
twould like to see a "road-diet” that would Indude lowerlng the speed limits, additional padestrian buffers, and more crosswalks with sefety islands.

clawthree@gmail.com

1519 Valhalla Street

Mr. Charles Law

272712013

Bear Mr. Comeau, [ would llke to have these items included in the final draft. '
1) tower speed limiz, 2) Bicycle lanes, 3} Left tuming lanes, 4) More cross walks

valhalclaw@yahoo.com

1519 Valhaila Street

Charlene Law

T2j27/2013

1 am strongly opposed to any changes on Alabama, Thare is a large pepulation on the east side of Bellinghar and we have only 3 venues to get downtown. I count
Lakeway, Alabama, and Sunset. (lowa is an offshoot of Alabama.) If You mess with Alabama, you will badly restrict one of those three, And the Sunset route Is AWFUL
There are two philosophies on traffic patterns. You can elther control or expedite traffie. You cannot do both. 1bslieve the second way is by far the best. We need to-
get people efficieritly to and from where they live to where they work or do their business. Restrietlng Alabdima to one lane will cause some massive backups at the
critical driving times. { hear people say the traffic goes toe fast on Alabama. -1 drive that road every day and | do not see that. [tmay be true at 4 AM but itis not tfue

18t 8 AM or 5 PM. There is enough traffic during the day that 35 Js pretty much maintained. | hear people say there are too many accidents on Alabama, Where are

those accidents? | betthey are at locations already having an excluslve turn lane {Woburn, James, Carnwall). The bieyclists have bike lanes that parallel Alabama a
short distance north and south of the street. That is whera ! ride. They do not need to ride on Alabama, There are enough controiled crosswalks that pedestrians can
safely cross Just a bit east or west of whereever they are."}f Federal dollars are at issue, use them to put a place to walk or ride bikes on James Street Rd north of the
Sunset Center and put a dedicated teft turn lane pn that road at Bakerview so pecple wanting to go straight ahead do not hve to wait for those turning. Thatis much
more neaded than screwing up Alabama. . . .

owvihel@pmai.com

2115 Birch Circle

Beob Jacobson

-49-

i/27/2013

Thankyou for responding and sending me the information, |jooked atthe graph of accidents. 86 of the accidents ajong Atabama, about B0 percent of the total, where
at Woburn, lemes, Padfic, and Cornwall. These are all currently controlied Intersections. 1 do not see how the praposals wil help. ! used to be a Fed and | wouldsend
the monay back. Itis NOT nesded here and would be counterproductive. 1am glad to hear about the James Street-Bakerview intersection. .

rwihd@email.com

2115 Bireh Circle

Beb Jacohson

3/1/2013

1.} Focus on Alehama/Woburn intersection; do not restrict fraffic to one lane, make traffic flow batter between Alabama and Barkley Viilage [Waburn}
2.) Rather than invest funds In improvements to Alabama, enhiance the Rallroad Trail to the north with paved surface, lights, etc. for bikars
I appraciate the work that you and the task force are doing to study these Issues, and considering ideas like mine.

larrystahlbers@comeast.net

{360) 303-8440

M, Larry Stahiberg

3/4/2013

Mywife and | b:cycla ~3500 - 4000 miles a year, mainly in Beilinghata and once in a while outin the county. We are also dﬁvers {though less so than being b:cyc[lsts) 1
have seen the traffic on Alabama, especially at~5 Pivi, when [ drive to a monthly function.  can't Imagine only two car [anes, In our mmds, it is foolish to cut down car
lanes to make blcycle lanes on Alabama. Why? Because thiere are so many pérallel streets that cyclists can take. Heading downtown, myw:fe and | typically bjcycle
from Barkley Haggen down Illinels St o the southern crossing over I-5; then down &, Cannecticut, Hampton Lane, then £ North,to Cornwall, Bicyclists can also, of
course, take tha Railroad Trail all the way from Eark'lev to the southern crossing of i-3. So, thera you have it. Two options. No Alabzma bike lanes needed, My
suggestions for Alabama are {1) to add mere walk signals or stoplights. Stoplights are safer, since with & walk signal, one lane of cars may stop for a pedestrian or
bicyclists but other lanes may not (In my experience, there have been several times when one lane of traffic on Alabama has stopped and other lanes have not. The
driver of the car that stopped Is wondering why I'm not hkag forward! This sense of safety has hecome Jngrained in me through many years and miles of bicycling. | .
ean see how a necphyte could bleyele forth inte ctherlanes where the traffic is still rolling. I've heard of instances where such eyclists have been killed.) (2) Relocate the
pushbutton for walk lights closer to the bike lane, At the Grant St. crossing (§ beligve} of Alabama, if there Is no break In the traffic, my wife has to maneuver her bicycle
onto ‘the sidewalk to the pedestrian button and push it to get the lights flashing. ! you would like to waste money, then consider adding bike lanes on Woburn, from
lllinois to E. Sunset. To this day, | don't know why the city did not add bike lanes on Woburn when it was balng butlt. Besndes, Woburn has less traffic than Alabama.
Thank you. .

fred@bytewrite.com

Mr. Frederick Su -~
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Date
5732013

Comment
1 have heen watching the prbjectfur'redu::lng the east.-west tanes and relatéd changes on Alabama Street from St Clair west to Cornwall, | have sean the report with
turn counts at each intersection and other data. What | cannot see is how it is even remotely passible for one lane in each direction to carry anywhere near the traffic
volume currently carried by two lanes in each direction. Just because federal or other funds are available does not mean the project makes transportation sense,
impreving vehicufar, pedestifan and cyclist flow and safety. The treffic study refers to nearest altemate routes for vehlcles and some may chouse such alternatives for
thelr vehicular use. But Sunset is already quite heavily used much of the day and Barkley use is increasing since the new construction both on north and south sides
near Woburn has been or Is being completed, Those are the only nearby alternatives to the north. T the south there is Towa for much of the same distance and
Lakeway even more to the south. Lakeway may ba even busier than Alabama and lowa can get rather backed up while deliveries occur from trucks parked In two-way
left turn Janes or near any of the 5 traffic-ight controtted Intersections | do not consider any of the options as very good options if Alabama is slowed or blocked, And
what about cyalists altarnate routes? Side strests aresafer than trying to cycle alongside 35 mph vehisular traffic or even 25 mph. Thete are severa) alternate routas for
cyclists including excellent trail in addition to side streets and even a pédestrian and cyclist crossing of -5 a couple blocks north of Alabama. It appéars to me that -
alternatives to Alabama for east west cyclist travel already exist. Pedestrign safety could cectainly be impraoved along Alabama, particularly at several cross streets near |
bus stops. What many rafer to as "disco lights” a5 Installed on Lakeway pppear to be a signlficant safety improvement. But to make other more significant pedestrian
changes along er :mssif-g Alabama seems & waste of mioney. Right turn lanes seem a minimum requirement for Intersections su_ch as Wubum, Orleans, and James
Streets. Ldid not see those in the plan. A pedestrian crossing delays turning vehitles. If vehicles turning right are turnirg from the planned single westbound lane for
example at Woburn, delays of other vehicles zre jnevitable. The same s true for busses although [ do recall some bus pullout zonés in the plans, Those seers to me to
be mandatory for each and every bus stop, My final comment, at least for todéy, concerns the overall Bellingham traffic conditicns. | have heard since moving hera jn

higher speed limit. It already appears crippling to business trafflc to have State Street at 25 mph, busiest portion of Lekeway near the dlamentary school limited to 25,
Holly 25 everywhers, Meridian and Northwest both have significant portions limited to 25 as well as the roads they become as they cross Broadway, and other busy
cross streets sueh as Woburn and Orleans at 25. From my economic and business perspective, Bellingham should ke adding to the pertions of many arterials that are
set at 35 mph limits rather than lowering any, particularly on an arterial as heavily used as Alabama Streat,

2001, that Bellingham needs 1o support business growth @nd job opportunities, Reducing spead Imits on Alabarma from 35 to 25 means ong less major rovte with the {7

Ermall

- Jkelsey@whatccm.c:cc.ed!

Address
Atabama Hill

Name

Jlmmy Kelsey

2/18/2014

1live atthe top of Alabama, and am an avid cycllst. | routinely bike on Alabama, both on the east and west segments of the road on the respective sides of the hill. | do
not have an fssue with biking on the road, traffic cdn be heavy, but with two lanes, 7t doesn’t seem to be much of an Issue for cars to pass. | am against 2 "road dlet” for
Alabama, for several reasans: 1.-Thaven't seen any evidence of cyclist and auta colllsions that exceeds any other ares, esp. conisidering the volume. of auta
traffic. Your study seems to talk about auto versus auto, or auto versus fixed object accidents, and not ones that necessarlly tnvolve a cyelist.

2. Other bike routes exist that are easy to use. When my son was younger, we would use the trall to traval, It is easy to ride aven on road bikes. There are many’
residential straefs,

3. For the hilly part of Alzbama, you will never have significant use by cyclists, esp. these that areless experienced and more timid.

4. Any network of roads needs to have arterials that let higher volume of vehicles flow, Just like everyone's body has a syster of arteries that progressively branch
from large to very smail with corresponding amounts of flow, roads need the same structureto be efficient. Reducing the size and/or speed of Alabama mukas no
more sense than a bloed systam with only capillaries.

5. Bicycles are vehicles with the same rights and respensibilities as automobiles. do not [tke the segregation of bicyeles Into separate lanas, asit encourages drivers to
view that as the only p]a:e for a bicycle.. E

6. Road design cannot replaca proper riding technique. Assertive, considerate, and pradicable cycling is the safest way to ride.

streats. You must be aware of unintended consequences if you restrict traffic flow.
Somea suggestions for this area would be to hettar sign the alternative routes (e, the trail and the residential roads paralle! to Alabama), to repair the'road surface -
particularly on the IS overpass and the downhilt westbound lanes of the hill, and better education of drivers and cyclists,

|7. There are few options for roads to handle the flow of traffic from residences around the lake. Alabamaisa roajor one. [ domet want thattraﬁ'c pushed on to ether i

fhavher@pnwsoft.com

2314 Crestline Dr

Mike Haynat

-50-

3/5/2014

After hearing comment on radio this morning, there has to be some new [daas Bus pullouts, right & left turn lane, nel hike lanes, improve James, Crieans, Worburn
intersections, widen Worburn to north Connedeut St

2415 F Street |

Rich Church ~

3/5/2014

We would like to put read construction barrels along the route that would he dlosed off so the citizens of Eellingham can actually sea how they will be Impactad

jhenefin@henefin.com

3857 Hannegan Road

Jaime Hennifin

Before this plan is implemented

3/5/2014

. |north of Alsbama? Xenials much calmer, but how to get kids on bike there from points south? And once at Roosevelt, where to park a bike since the rack has been

1.} Wouldn™ it be a lot cheaper to change the speed limit than assess for further action? 2.} What s the percaived value of an isolated bike boulevard on Yew
rendered useless by its placement against a wall? 3.) Several bike boulevards/bike lanes run paraliel to each other, withn blocks of each athar. Cyclists are not lazy -
they will glatly travel 4 block or two extra to actess a best route ~we do 1t all the time, Seems that reducmg this redundancy and | spending the $ to create some highly
visible protected bike Janes woud! increase bike use by current drivers, 4. ) Current measures are madequate to calt attention to-the change in
speed fimit on Yew during schoof hours. Al traffic into the north streteh of Yew Is coming off a 35 mph street. Drivers need extra alerts to a 20'mph zane.

2700 Yew Street

Natalie Whitman

3/5/2014

“|feemster@yahoo.com

Good Plan. Only problem, you need bus turn-outs to make this plan work at its !l potantial,

2917 Cascade Place

Jeff Feemster
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Date Comment Emall Address _ Name
3/5/2014 |To refigure Alabsma to one car lane in each direction is a bad idea. [t will slow the traffc, but it will make pecple mad at the backed up traffic behind' bussts, people 2135 Birch Cirdle Gerald V. Smith
"|erossing Alabima on foot, ete. People will be going around busses in 1 the center lane mazking it very bad for peopie cressing It frent of stopped busses. | know pecle cn
bikes want thelr own lane, but these people WIlI nevar number more than 1% of the populaﬂon Slow the trafﬁcwtth 30 or even 25 mile speed {imit, Thatwul cutthe
. accident rate down ereatly, : .

3/5/2014 |Ithink that simply reducing the speed limit on Alabama shou!d be a studied alternative. In fact, | think it's outmgenus that reducing the speed has notbeen dcne if,in :salmenbill@comeast.n ok 2751, Dakin Street Bill Black

fact, the aecident rate is too high, s
3/5{2014 |i'm upset o hear that lowering the speed limit to 25 mph is not in the equation.-{ live ¢ff of Alabama and SY. Paul -‘cars are always speeding down AIabama atleast 38- [clawtheep@gmail.com 1519 Valhaita Straet Charlene Law

- N 40 mph. ! believe lowering it $b'25 mph wauld siow them down to thirty, which wouldn t be that bad. . :

/572014 [Add mere "HAWKS" - one at Queen. Reduce speed limt to 30 mph. clawthree ail.com, 1519 Vathalla Street Charles Law
3/5/2014 |I'd itke to see a pedestrian crossing at Crastline Dnve/AIabama | have to cross Alabama everyday and see other people struggling to race across as well, telimm@eimailcom 2933 Crestline Drive | Tilmann Glimm
3/5/2014 |1.) Bus stop between Yerona and Valencta should have a crosswalk locatad right at the stop. People continue to £ross Alabarna as soon as they leave the bus. 1 donot |Bamdad@comcastnet 2535 Valencla Street David McCluskey

believe they will walk down to & new croswalk at Undine. 2.) Don*t lower spead limits. | thinkit would make '

‘ traffic frustrations more and also lend to complacency, ie. pesple using cel phones or textlgn mora, ’ 3.) Don't open up North Straet.
. |i don't want the Woburn traffic by- passing Alabama. | 4.) Bikes should'use the trall or Texas and should not be part of the Alzbama dlscuss:on 5.} 1don't

believe the statistics pravided regardmg accidents. Have they been audtied? or evaluated for accuracy?
3/5/2014 |itszems ke Sunnyland and Alabama neighborhoods are get'mng the better slde of this. 1 know tha city values neighbrohoods, but this plan appears to value Rocsevelt |kudt@rooseveltecorg 1808 Undine Lane Kurt Ingram

different than the others, | would prefer the whole corrdior look like the plans from james to Cornwall, it would improve the quality of iife for the densest populated, -

horhood .

3/5/2014 [Poes notwant c-curb median at Alzbamiay| Undme {telephone message) (360) 933-4424 2740 Undine Place Bob Kronsnak
3/5/2014 [Susan Rowe-Neuman just called me to say she had spoken to you today. Neither Susan nor [ wili be able to be at-the meeting tonight, but wonder Fwe mightsharea  [tomandlinda@mcgrathhome.com Barkley Meadows Tom McGrath

few concerns,

And please email me a copy of the tonight's presentation and public ccmments if pessible, [will make a copy for Susan Cthersin the Barkle.y Meadows C:rcle also
share these concerns.

You may recall my name and forrner messages regarding traffic patterns on Barkley Bivd when'the new movie theatre was about to be built some time ago.
Ckay, our concerns are these |fthe spaed limit on Alabama Street’s resst to 25mph and ¥ additlonal bike lanes are added aIcngAIabama Street:
1} In orderto travel at an increased speed, regular usars of Alabama Strest will reroute their traffic pattern to Barkley Blvd which has i 35mph speed limit.

2) To get to the higher speed limit on Barkley Blvd, traffic will increase on Woburn and Drleans streets.

3). The posted speed limit an Qrlgans Street and at varfous stretches atong Waburn is 25mph, and thus we belteveit is possible that rerouted traffic will axceed those
limits as they head toward Barkley Blvd.

4) lfAIabama resets the speed iimit to 25mph AND adds bike lanes, it may be even more likely that drivers would head to Barkley Blvd with it's 35mph speed fimit. As

it 15, bike riders Blong Barkley Blvd with it's current traffic load are semetlmes as risk, With increased traffic, it coltld only gat worse.
5] Drivers aleng Orleans Street, and to some extent Woburm, often In‘our'ap':nion already trave| above the speed fimit, This propcsai'méy exacerbate the problem.

8) To possibly preclude this potential shift in traffic patterns using Alabama Street, reducing the speed lmit on Barkley Blvd to 25mph may be necessary.

-51
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Date
3/5/2014

) Comment
Nice job tenight, Chris. Thankyou te everyone.

| have one comment: The problem of folks turning onto or from Alabama St inte o from the various alleyways between the named streets on the south sida of
Alabama. These intersections are not englneered for turns as the fntersections at the named streets are designed, They are narrow and require a sharp turn off of or
onto Alabama. Trafflc flow and safety could be enhanced by e[Immatmg tha turns at these-alleyways.

Emall

darzas@acl.com .

Address
1929 Lake Crest Drive

Name

Dan Raas

3/6/2014

t have major concerns on changes of traffic flow for alabama St. | 1 agree our roads need to be as safe as possible, This does not preclude the usage of the vast
majority of people who use this for entering or leaving the core of our City, b that | mean the cars; trucks an husses that require efficient use of Alabama St. corridor.
After reviewing the data published for the Open House of March 5, 2014, 2nd considering that six (5) injury accldents per million miles driven is statistically
insignificant, 0.0006%. Looking at the cause of those accidents, spead, testing or cell phone use, BUI, or innattentive driving are possible to which a traffic flow change
ort Alabama St. will not [Tkely change. A flow change would likely shift some traffic to other areas not capable of handling an additional volume of trafflc, thus creating
an unsafe area that currently does not have such and was not designed to handle additional volumes. Probable zdditlon of a marked erosswalk between pacific 5t. and
Woburn St. might be ronsidered with the reevaluation of how the traffic light at Paciic is used and the left turn use. The tIming of lights between Woburn and Crleans
with any crosswalk improvements is needed if any ci-nanges_are made. Noting that the & injury accidents did not have a fatality, at Teast it wasn't noted in thé data.
What | did not see Tn the data presented was: the daily volume of traffic numbers; the type of injury accident; if  fatality occurred; fortunately, | am pleased this has
not occurred, at least aceording to the data offered here; not minimizing those whe sufferad injuries; the ccctrrence of police response for traffic accidents. Therefore,
!would requestthatAlabama St. corridor from Cornwall te Electric remain two (2) lznes of trafﬁc in beth directions! P.3. 1 use this corvidor dally!

4933 Lewis Avenue

Rick Kieng

3/8(2014

Mr, Comeau, 1 read In the Bellingham Herald that you ara receiving citizen comments on the plan to improve Alabama Street safaty.: | want to state my enthusiastic «
support for the idea of red light/stop light crosswalks, | used to live on Alabarne Street and commuted to work via the 331 WTA bus, Crossing Alabama can be ternﬁ/mg
right now. This Is a much-negded safety :mprovernentand | wheleheartedly support the :dea .

glliptt.charles.smith@gmall.com

Elliot Smith

3/8/2014

Hello Sir or Madam,

Thanks for providing this e-mail address for public comment r-egardIng potential work on Alabama Street. As a cyclist married to 2 cyelist who lives in Sunnyland, | can
tell you unequivocably that we would never ride on Alabama Sireet with or without bicycle [anes. One of the needs of a cycllst Is to feel secura which is done by being

. |en Tow-traveled roadways whith, of course, Alabama Is not. Ask any cyelist In Bellingham and you'll discover they've figured out routes that kesp ona off of busy roads,

like Alabarma. Please don'twaste monay on bikes lanes on Alabama. It would he better to funnel that money into the Bay to Baker Trall if one were to get around with
less danger on @ bicycle. ’

P, s. Actenterturn Tang ] JS an ani‘EﬂDn fora headon accadent I" d rather see Alabama remain a4’ Iane roadway because our cm,' needs an East/West arterial that gets

clhaak@comcast.net

2733 Grant Street

Cheryl Haak

3/10/2014

i ha\re driven Alabarna Street at least twice dally for over 15 years from Narthshore to Squahmm Harbor, (hume o work and back). I belleve this to be a very bad idea.
First off Alabamia StreetIs an arterial. All neighboring strests fead on to Alabama Street keeplng the nelghborhood streats clear of major traffic, Changing Alabama
Street to single lane wili oniy send traffic back on to those neighborhood streets and to Lakeway Drive, lowa Street and Barkly Bivd. This is not the way to et Alabama

Streetre surfaced. Inthe name of Safety, it would be a much better idea to drop the speed to 25 6r 38 MPH and add a few mare crosswalks

Imatty@vyerkstonoil.com

2808 Huntington 5t

| Matthew Yorkston
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Date Comment Erimail Address Name
3/11/2014 | My name Is Kurt Ingram, | live at 1808 Undine Lane In the Roosevelt Nalghborhcod |work as a Pastor in the Roosevelt Neighbarkood off of Kantucly, and i am the vice www.rooseveltct.org .0, Box 310410; 98228 Kurt Ingram

president of our neighborhood. |

We as a neighborhood are very concerned with the plans that were prasented for the Alabama corridor, Specifically the impact it has on the Roesevelt Nelghborhood,
and the appearance it gives in the difference. between the way the Sunnyland, Alabama, and Roosevelt Nelghborhood are being treated.

| have heen involved In the process from the begining, | understand fully the study and the parameters of the grant, But it's zctus] impact on our nexghburhcod appears
o be detrimerital, it essentally creates a highway to rush through our naighberhosd,

One of pur main concerns Is Tor the many straets off of Alabama that dead end, so that Alabarna is the enly way to get out. Most of these are cut off by the dlwder,
causing miles of extra travel to get to simple destinations in our area. . e

Another serious issue is the car traffic it will push onto Illinols and Texas Street. Neither street has sidewalks on hoth SLdP_"- neither straet is pedestrzan fnendty, and
neither streat is being addressed in these plans. 1 know this s ground whera the Alabama Gorridor plan, the bike master plan, and the pedestrian master plan all
intersect but it is a serious concern. The blocks on Texas Street are some of, if het THE, most populated blocks in town, and it is commeon for kids to be eut along thP_se

|roads which ralses all kinds of issuas.

We are concarned with the traffic that will inevitably need to be dealt with where Texas meets Woburmn, where |llinois, meats woburn, and honestly all along Woburn.
This plan makes like, commuting, and living in‘the Roosevalt Nelghborhood mere difficult and less desirable. Many of us cur working hard to take what Is historically
one of the poorest neighberhocds, with the most crime/drug/violence issues and help grow a greater sense of neighborhiood.

| understand that the money Is to deal with the problem of 6ft hand turns across two lanes. | understand that the models showed serious back ups at lights if a road
diet of one lane In gach direction was applled.

But | alsal beliave that our <ity has stated values that have not been brought to bare on this prolect, especially as it re[a‘te.s to the Roosevelt Neighborhood, Wa valye
quality of ife, we value community, we value walkability, we value people, we value equality. And L think this plan shows 3 blatant disregard for these values.

+ |l think this plan shows that the city cares mere about reving pecple quicldy through our neighborhood more than the lives of the pecple who live here, even though

this is & neighborhood ourcity ought to be ::uitlvanng and investing In mora than any other i Bellingham.
[ think this plan shows that the voices Tn Sunnyland are listened fo more than those In Roosevelt, voices that represent a higher socio- amnom:: tlass,
We love our neighborhaod, and our city. We want to continue to work to maka it the best possible HOME for ‘everyone who lives hers, and we are vary concerned that
the current plan actually works against that for our neighborhood.
1 would like to meet with you in the next couple of weeks if you have time, and dlscuss thls, poessisly with ancther member or two or our nexghhorhoud please Jet me
know if you would have any time available. Thank You i :

-53-
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Date

3/12/2014

X Comment
| was out of town for the meeting so viewed the presentation onlina, !

Hive just off Alabama on the top of the hill, ride a bike downtown, walk to Cornwall, as well as drive Alabama so feel | am qualified to comment on what the traffic
picture is at many times of the day and all days of tha week. ;

| have seen Alabama when the four lanes are restricted t¢ two, I€isnota preti:y sight or a safe sight.

tt would werk to have one lane westbound unt] Yew wﬁ.:h a left turn only lane at Yew, but there would have to be two lanes plus the [eft turn lane from Yew to
Woburn. [The recent construrtion at Woburn that reduced it to one lane with a left turn lana was really frustratingl)

Limiting the left tums off Alabama Is a good idea.

We élljot:kéy around the-bus to not be stopped while people load and unload. Perhaps the westbound bus could bé rerouted to Texas and brought back to Alabama at
the Pacific light If more crosswalk blinking lights were placed on Alabama the north-pf-Alzbama riders could get to Texas for their ride. This shouId greatly halp the
traffic situation and could be trled with a relative small cost. if it was tried and failed @ more'expensive plan could be tried, .

Perhaps if the James 5t. bus stop was relocated or had its own turnout that would help the probler at that intersection.

{havenotgverhada prubiem-af Ellis & Alabama so do not know why there are so many grashas at that intersection. Perhaps we need a traffic light there.

There is a wonderful bike path}us't north of Alabama and [ know from experience Texas.fs a good altarnative to Alabama for Hding my bike. It would work wonders If 2
bikefwalking path over -5 was buiit on Texas. | think that would take the bikes off Alabama creating safety for bikers and vehicles,

Email

belljacG@yahae.com

Address
2115 Blrch Cle
Bellingham, WA
98228

Name

_|Heten Jacobson

-54-~

3/12/2014

The study that you are proposing was absurd and ridiculous. A grade School kid at Rooseveit could have come up with a better solutiop.

To convert ALABANA back toa TWO WAY STREET takes us'back 60 years As a kid, in the early 1940"s car dealers used Alabama Hillas a test fnrthmr new mode] cars.”
The test was if a car could do

hardle the traffic they went to a FOUR lane road] YOUR 3 proposals will take usback suyearsT

YOU and your staff need to drive this during tiish hour like the rest of us do. | counted 23 cars'waiting at the light at James Street at 3:00 p.m.
last Wednesday, after | picked up my granddaughter at Roosevelt. CAN You imagine this backlog as a TWO LANE ROAD?

LISTEN 1o the pubiic for solutions such an example is the tecertt KEMI morning talk Radic’s caller's sﬁgges;Ions':

1. MOVE BUS’s to Texas Street, where the people ive In the apariments
and . . .
than walk to Alabama Street to ride the bus. THIS will also elimiinate the cost
of many of the lighted cross walks as well, -
2. Put dividers down the middle of the street to eliminate turns axcept '
at .

The existing street lights with left turn lanes or right turn Janes.

Alittle common sense goes a long way, and this report does not demcenstrate that!

Sorry for belng so erifical, but | felt it was wasted money and staff time without Listening o the public.

The few Bike Riders can ride on the sldewalk and be much safer. WE DID AS KIDS!

60 mph at the bottom of the hiil i high gear and make it to the top without shlftmg down or stalling below 30 mph. WHEN traffic gcnt too busy for a two- Iana rnad ‘co

lon@ionSoine.com

2129 Ontario Street

Jon Seine

o, sz - L L etentin;), s L el )
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Date
3/18/2014

Comment

Hi Dillen,
THANK you for the recent show on the Alabama corridor and the ridiculoys flasco that they are trying to create!
The attachment is the comments that | sentin follewingtl::e meeting at Roosevelt Elementary last week.

One of your "call i.n's“ I felt had the perfecésn[ution, that di:.l not reguire a $1 million study! 'HE suggested:

1. Meving the bus's to Texas Street where all the apartment complex are located 2. This will elimitate the need for cress walks to allow these reaters to walk to
Alabama to board the bus 3. Ehmmateﬂ\e bike lanes on the busiest stree’t in town, letting the few bike riders rLde on the sidewsalks as we did
When we were kids,
4, Puttmg barriers down the street like the Guide Meﬂdzan ta e]lmmate turns except et Interceptions that have street lights.
» . .
YEST ERDAY's accldent on NW is-a classic example of what happens when you put undisciplined bike riders on a busy Highway or main corridors, THEY do not aliow
them on the state Hiway, and why should wa on our main corridors, ALSQ the bikes provide NO revenue, When we start charging bikes the same license as cars, they

may have additional rights.

* | Please ensure that cur elected officials get this word] | think that you had the only practical selution that we can afford and saves lives!

Ermall

jen@jonscine.com

Address
2125 Ontarlo Street

" Name

Jur Soine

3/20/2014

Dear Council Members:

.. [The purposeof thig letter is to raise issues and concerns not covered in the presentation to the public in regards to safety :'mpmvel:nen’rs to the Alabama travel corridor,

1. Street lighting Is a serlous issue, The current lights do not adeguately light the raadway and 2lsa diminish (dilute) the effectiveness of vehicle headlights. On.a raTny
night It is extremely difficult to see the lane markers, In 2ddition the road patches {flling in the cracks) look like lane markers. Striping the lanes in addition to the
reflective bumps would certain help keep cars In thelr lane. . .

Z. Alleys drain water into the street. During the winter ice formied aleng the right lane as you reached the bottom of Algbama gong west bound creating a serfous
hazard,

"|3. There are four entranoes/exlts to the min! mall located on Alabama and Yew Street, Two of these are located right at the Intersection of Yew and Alabama creating 2

hazard that could be avaided If these entrances/exits were mnsnhdated inte Iarger ones furtfier down Yew and Alabama.

4. Yhe surface of Alzhama isin need of resurfacing and drainage along the wastbound lanés needs to be improved. Puddles spread outinto the travel lanes with onlya
medium rainfatl.

5. The street light at Yew needs to be synched with the light at Woburn for those travellng along Alabama. It makes no sense 1o have a red light at Yew when heavy
trafficTs flowing past Weburn. Likewise the light at Pacific and Orleans nead to work better In conjunction with the main traffic flow. THere seems to be no rhyme or
reason to the settings. .

6. Bicycle traffic should net be allowed on Alabama and signs should be posted to that effect, Batter use of empty side streets for bicycle traffic would make traffic safer

- |for both drivers and bicyelist. Improvements should be made to side streets to insure safety and zase of travel for bicyelists, lowa wpulél be a good choice for expanding

bike lanes for through traffic to downtown. Mixing vehicle and bike traffic on the heavily traveled roadways should be kept to a minimurn. As bike traffic increases
more accidents will oceur. Better to move bike traffic away from heavy vehicle traffic areas. Some bike lane lanes are effectively half the size marked by the white strip
because the curb line bisects the traveI lane creatIng an unsafe crack in the middle of the lane push‘mg hicyelist toward the vehicle lane. |

7. There Is little active enforcement of traffic regulatmns on Alabama. Perhaps some passwe measures can be taken {signage, periadic ﬂashmgtraﬁmspaed signs) along
with routine sctive enforcement

myrenlw@aol.com

P.Q. Box 28425; 98228

Myron Wlaznak

-55-

8. There are @ great number of turning options on/off of Alabama (30 streets, 43 alieys and 82 driveways in these 2.4 miles of roadway) Reducing this number would

- cerﬁsmly provide safety benefits.

Plen
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Date
3/21/2014

Comment Emal

! reside at 2724 Undine Plare,a dead end straet on thanorth side of Alabama St | have seen the tentetive plans for the project and understand that ne left turns will be | pfamesS@email.com
aliowed either way or even no lefts to even get on Alabama. Thé only lefts allowed will be at the lighted intersections. This wouid be unfair not only to my street but .
many others along tha north side of Alabama that are dead énds. Wae have no other access or exit to use. What use to be a simple trip to say Haggen off Woburn now
bacomes going sround blocks of unneeded travel. Also | don't ke the ides of unfettered lanes hecause no one can turn left. Seerns to me that is Inviting people to go
faster no matter what the posted speed limit, | was under the assumption for soma reason that this study was for mediating traffic flow. This seems to invita more.
trafficto come through here. To sum, | do not want the c-eurb plan to be implemented as o other nefghbers that | have talked to about It. 1 favor the optien of the
mitddle turs lame with Janes on either side for directional travel with no bike Jaties, [ wolld not Tké the axtra light at $t, Paul &s Pthink that was planned fo appease all
the people who would have to make one of the last lefts legally in order to run the maze around to be on the correct side of Alabama to get homie. 1 hope you will
consider thesa ideas In tha upcoming coundl] mesting on Aprfl the 7th. Thankyouw, - . -

Address
2724 Undine Place

Peter)ames

3f2a/2024°

There has baen personal letters sent to.the Clty Couneil as well as the Mayer's office on this subject.

Hellc Mayor Lnville, N T .
Beiow are some of the emails am:i raspcnses to Alabama Corridor Prcject All emails have been "cut & pasted® from our Nextdoot website ((ast names have baen '

removed),
Sihee wé fast talked a petlt:on has been circu[atnng throughout the neighborhood with over 30 signaturis se far, asking that

our nelghborhood should not be "divided" by physical or finandial barriers.

Truly, Charlas Law, Rc;)sevelt MNAC member

1was at the meeting and | think (plzase, other artendees correct me if | get any of this wrong) that our main obje:tmn Is the proposed raised median preventing all left
turns on Central Alabama Street, We feal that itis not the best solution to the safety issues the project seeks to address. We think It wbuld unfairly penalize residents;
create serious hazards for the surrounding ared; and négath vely ipact the fook, fael and future character of cur neighborhoed, We have many altemnative suggastions
that will solve the safety Issues all of us are coneerred abeut, but will net harm our nmghborhood and surruunchng areas in the very real ways we sge possﬂ:le with 2

Roosevelt NA

Tert

-56-

ralsedmedlansoTutlon.. . - ] . . . s . . — FEUREETTE

Alabama. Blocking left turps unlv 1rnproves trafﬂc furthcse who da notlive in our area. Their commute wifl be smooth, whereas we wm have to go 5-10 minutes out of
our way, depending on traffie, to get to our homes, The main roads we will be foreed t take include lowa end Sunset, which are already heavily travelad. They will
become even more congested with those of us trying to return to cur homes in the Roosevelt neighborhood, adding even more time to our commute, We o not
understand why they will not reduce the speed limit to 25, as it will reduce the severity of crashes {many of which occur at the stoplights; this will not be hefped by
banning left turns, but a 25 mpht speed limit would) asloweting the speed limjt over the 175 miles of road to bé affected will only add 72 seconds to travel time for

th ose trave]Ing over that entire 1.75 miles. Contrast that with what we will have to do to get home or go to work, and this measure seems to benefit only those whe
tive i more affluent nelghborhoads, c

We ara suspicious that while the planning commission has put forth the number of crashes that involvie Injury, they don't differentiate between the crashes that ocour
at the stoplights and those that occur because of left tums In other areas. The Intersection at Woburn znd Alabama Is known for 2 kigh number of crashes due to red
light running, In fact, this was a maln intersection belng considered for red light cameras saveral years back because it was such a huge problem .These crashes have
Thevitably been Fgured into the numbers the planning commission Is using, We believe that lowering the speed limit would go a long way in reducing the severity-of the
crashes. We have lived on Queen St for just over five years, and if [ recall cnrrecﬂy, the only crashes 1 have known about in our area involve the intersections at Orleans |,
and Pamﬁc -

Another mora serious concern is what the proposed changes will do to traffic on gide streets. We are concerned-that in order to get through our neighborhoed in
attempt to beat the traffic on lowa and Sunset, pedple will try to use side streets such as Texas and others. If this happens, the crashes that occur are much more Tikely
to Involve vulnerable users of the roadway such as pedestriang, children, and bicyclists. These trakhes carry a much higher threat of death and severe Injury than car on
car crashes. Kids are the most vutneratle In thesa situations, and our nelghborhood Is home to Roosevelt Park, the Boys and Girk Club, and Roosevelt school. My two
year old daughter was killed when she and T wera hit by a car so0 | have personal experience with this. This proposed measure will not make the roads safer for bicyclists
and pedestrians: Even though that is supposedly the idea behind it, itis a very car centrit, “let’s get to where we are golng as fast as wa possibly can" measure, Putting
a bike lane on 3 35 mph road does not increase safety for bicyclists. Lowering the speed limit and creating better access to the Railroad frail ant residential streets for

bicyclists does,

This bfﬂ&king machanism also creates a barrier between twe sides of our neighborhood, creating the feel of “stay away," not "this is  nice place to five." No oha wants
to live on z street that is being used by cars 4o bypass one of three main arterials in our city. This is bound to reduce the value of our naighborhood, not only in real
property deflars, but also its pereelved value in the community:

Thank you Charles, for compiling this llst. | hope that Mayor Linville takes our concerns seriously.

Roosevalt NA

Melissa
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Date

Commen‘c
‘Thankyou foryourwell-wntten, thorcugh comments. | am in fuli sgreement]l} | had not thought aboiit the potentialimpact on side streets, but! thnnkyou are right to
surmise this as a fikely outcome. We live on Texas St and it Is hagvily used by pedestrians and cyclists of all ages, and lots of children cross the street and play near it as
well. It is also a narrow street, sections of which have ditches along one side. All these factors mean that an increase in traffic, and probably frustrated traffic at that,
would also lTkely rasult in increased danger, Count me inon oppcsmg & median curb on Alabama, and in support of the easler, lower-cost measure of reduced speed |
[Imit.

Email

Address

Roosevelt NA

Cathy

Name .

Thank yeu Mellssa and T ter your comments! Charles, | den'tsee you at the recent neighborhood meeting, but there ara several peopla wha are planning on talking
on behalf of Rooseveit:Neighborhood and the Issue of doing away with the Ccurb proposal, Ak that meeting it was planned that removal of the C curbs which restriet
left hand turns on Alabana, 15 the main talking point and that each individual will present how that affects them parsonally, We are alse going to be submitting a
petxtlon with a3 rany signatures as wie can collect, we also encourage everyone to call yourCity Council members/mayor, and PLEASE come to the City Councll mesting
on April 7th at 7:00 in city hall chambers to show suppart Contact the Roosevelt Neighborhood Assodation if you can halp with anything (signature gathering] or havé
questions. 360.6¥1.3090 )

Roosevelt NA

Armny

Amy, thank you for your comient as well. One'thing though, | do think thet Tt was said at the meeting that while we 2!l zan speak about how the ceurb will affect us
personally, we all want te focus on how It will affect our nelghborhoed s a whols, and how it will affect the residential streets surrounding Alabama. Wg can't let our
comments devolve into "it's inconvenient for me" {though ! know this is not what you meant), but need to bring home to the counci] how this goes against tha city's
plari for nefghborhoods (page 10, section 3.6 of the city's comprehensive plan states "Creats a safe, appropriate neighborhood straet system in a network conﬁsuranon
that provides easy access but does not allow rapid or high volume traffic to disrupt residential neighborhoods"), hew it strongly we object to this, and how we think the
safety issues can be solved withaut sacrificing our quality of life. .

The city's comprehensive plan fur community design s hera:http:/fwww.cob,org/documants/planning/co...

This is in our Roosevelt Neighborhood plan: "IN.ORDER TQ-REDUCE CONGESTION, WOBURN STREET FROM (LLINOIS TO 1QWA SHOULD BE CQINSIDERED FOR
IMPROVEMENT TO FOUR LANES OF TRAVEL BY ELIMINATION OF ON S5TREET PARKING AND MINOR WIDEMING. FOUR LANE IMPROVEMENTS IN THIS AREA WILLBE
DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY, ACQUISITION ISSUES." ’

which seems to address the tongestion the planners are concerned abaut.

And on page 13 of this ccmprehenswe city plan, Alabama Street is clearly designated as a secondary route for travel, not as ) pnmary artarial. We want to avold a
costly mistaka of turning Alabama into a primary zrterial, causing the sorts Df issues Melissa so eloquently describes, and instead route traffic to those roads already
designated as such.

ﬁoosevelt NA

Terl
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Change is coming to Alabama Strest and It more than what you may have read in the Beilingham Herald] Bellingham Public Works is planning changes to Alabama
Street to Improve safety, and you should be aware of what is planned. The changes will be different in different areas.

Cornwall Avenue to James Sireet will receive a “road diet," In that it will go from four lanes to two plus a turn [ane, and two bike lanes running through all but tive flrst
and last blocks of that sectfon, From James Street through Woburn as far as Superfor $treet, there will be a yellew curb blocking ALL left turns EXCEPT at Orleans,
Patific, Woburn and Yew, plusat a new stoplight that will be instailed 8t 5t Paul They are alse making the laft tum lane at Wobtrn Street, for éastbound traffic anly,

- |two blocks lehg.

From Superior sast to St. Clair (and on up the hill, as it already exists, | believe) Alabama will be two lanes eastbound and only one Jane west.

You can go to the foilowing ity of Be!imgham 31te o view the maps of the three sections, and to read other |nfcrmat:on, stch as the presentatlnn PDF, which explains
more about why they belleve these measure_s are’ necasary hitps //\mmw cob. org/services/planning/te...

According to Public Works these plans are pretty much non-negotiable, primarily so as not to take any chance of disrupting WTA's bus schedules. They're on a tight
timeline to complete the work, as thefundmg Is only available if they finish it by September 2015, 5till, the public does have the opportunity te let Public Warks and
the Clty Coundil know what they think up to and including at the City Council meeting at 7 p.m. on Apni 7.

Some members of the neighberhood have already expressed concern about how traffic wili change on side streets as 2 result of residents havtng te loep around In
order to getto thelr straets. Wa believe that the Roosevelt Nejghborhood would best be heard by Public Warks and the City Council if we come up with specific

recommendations that we put Into writing and have signed by as rany residents as possibl e

Roosevelt NA

Kelly
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I have contacted you-in the'past regarding the Alabama Street project, and you have been graclous in replying. 1 am sorry that I missed the public discusslon fast

‘|menth, 1was very disappointed to see the proposed plan. |support the road diet, which was ariginally proposed to go all the v\}aythrcugh my Roosevelt

nefghberhosd. Now | see that all we getis a curb. | can’t hefp feeling like the rich Cornwa!f neighborhood got what it wanted, and the working class Roosevelt
neighborhood gets - well ... screwed. .

Before | start making my voice heard to the city counc, | want to acknowladge that 1 am not a traffic expert, and I want to understand why your department has
decided that the neighborhood advantages of a road diet are not appropriate for my naighborhood. Could you explain the reasoning behind this decision?

1appreciate your time and effort, and | hopa te better understand this issue.

Date Comment _ -Emall Address Name

3/24/2014 [Thankyou fol getting bacic to me on this. ’ - klmeallister58@gmail.¢ Kathryn MeAllister
My reason for asking this particular question Is my neighbor had 2 meetmgs -an idaa was notad to reroute the 331 on to Pacific (right turn) then left on to Texas on
down to Woburn. Taking out the c-curbs( niot sure what their called) and putting in stop signs. Followed with a statement that by doing this it would end all the side
swipe and rear end atcidents that sceur on Alabama.,

This is 2 bad |dea for many reasons but | wanted more Informatien as to what was causing the accidents.

| see more people speeding to beat the light and also the issues you menticn in your emall then any involving the bus. For tha most-part peogle behave themselves
when the bus is involved. They know people e getting off and on the bus.

‘Thank.you for getting back to me and including Rick with WTA.in this correspondence,

To be honest I'm more concemed about East Ncrti1 Street op‘ening up in the fitture, and understand why. But that'sdown the road a ways.

3/28/2014 [l & writing fo inguire about the proposals surrounding the Alabama St Corridor Safety Propesal. In the map {link bellow) which contains the James to Yew St proposa! |matthewrscott?9@gmal.com 2005 Alabama Street - IMatthew Scott
information it indicates a widening of the road for the WTA bus system between Verona and Valencla. ! live at 2005 Alabama 5t with the sole driveway access directly .
off of Alabama 5t. ! do have a couple of alternate proposals and would like to speak with someone invoived In the slanning of this project preferably In person cnsite to
diseuss the impact the strest widaning will have on my drrveway and proparty in general. | appreciate a prompt respense to my inquity. .

_4/1/2014  (Mir. Comeau, e ) : . - kirk@rockisland.com 2626 Moore Street Kirk Roberts
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Date

a/a/2014 |Dear Gty Councll Members,

Comment

Thank you for providing time for the publicto d:suuss the Alabama Street revisions at the upcoming meeting. ! do plan to be there. Asa heme owner and small-
businass owner, thisis obwously important for me and my femily.

{wantto express fourthcughﬂ; in alvance of the meeting. First, my gratitude to Chris Comeat. He spend 30 minutes on the phone with me teday discussing this plan,
and he has given his time for me in the past. Although | have concerns about this plan, | also command Chris and his staff for their hard work, and for howr accessible
and welcoming he has been. Thatis truly commendabie.

Secend, | am ccncémed about pedestrian safety for Ruosevelt rasidents, | think it is eritical for the red-light pedestr':én crossings in this plan not to be compromised. |
understand some business Interests want a faster traffic path on Alabama, If safety is the paramount issue here, prutectang pedestrians should be our number one .
concern.

Third, ! am disappointed that Roosevelt neighborheed will netget 2 “road diet” that is being plannedfor Cornwall, However, Chis patiently explzined both the traffic
volume issues and transit problems that would create, and | trust his expertise. He also mentioned that speed limit issues (I desira reducing the limit to 30) would be
best discussed afterthe changes have been made. Iwould urge the council that—no matter what the final decislon—they re-visit this Issue In slx months or a year to
*  |make sure net only that safety numbers have lmprovad, but also that residents are fesling as though this Is working,, | must tell you that [ and many of my neighbers
feal as though the rich Cornwell neighberhood Is getting what they want and that the working-class residents of Roosevelt are getting, well, screwed. As a Roosevelt
|resident, | am willing 10 trist the plan, but ! want the Councll to pay attention to how this weorks—er does not work—fer us. |~
Finally, ! have an in-my:back-yard issue. The changes in the Roosevelt nelghborheod will put more traffic onto North $t. The intersection of North St. and Nevada
currently has stop signs for North St. traffic. Since these changes willincrezse traffic on North St. (folks getting to Moore or Crleans) and will decrease traffic on
Nevada (folks getting to Alabama), | would ask the coundil to change the stop signs so that they stop Nevada traffic Instead, B

Iy thanks to both the Council and Chris Comeau for working to increase safety in my neighborhood.

Emall

: kirk@ro-ckislan d.com

Address
2626 Moove Street

Kirk Roberts

Name
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Date

_ |pedestrian struek by a car travelling at 25 mph is stmilar to the risk for a 30-year-old pedestrian struck at 35 mph.” AAA Foundation for Tratflc Safety."Impact Speed and

* |mph)". 2010 UK Department of Transportation data cfted by the Royal Soclaty for the Prevention of Accidents

' - Comment ) ] Emall
Dear City Council member lilliquist, * : ) roaringcamp®@yahoo.co.uk

As a residant of the RooseveTt Neighborhoed, | am keenly interestad in tha proposed redeve[cpment of the Alabama Street ccmdnr, and concerned to see measures
that will Increase safety and protect quallty of life for those of us who live nearby.

Twrite to express objection to the present proposal's emphasis on ;:iushIngtrafﬁe along Alabama Street as fast as possible, without sufficlent consideration for the
knock-on sffact on traffic patterns, safety and nolse in the Rocsavelt Melghborhood in particular. | ask for your support in redressing two {ssues of particular concern:

Firstly, | believe itis vitzlly important that the Improvemant measures include a reduction in speed limit on Alabama fram 35 mph te 25 mph (absentfrom the current
proposal}. The underlying purpose of the improvement propoesal is to increase safety: there is compelling and widely sceepted evidence that reduction in driving speed
limits drastically reduces the severity of accidents (pamcu!ar[y the liketthoad of severa or fatal Injury for padestrians struck by cars):

* According to the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety, "the average risk of severe injury for a pedestrian struck by a vehicle reaches 10% at an impact speed of 16 mph,
25% at 23 mph, 50% &t 31 mph, 75% at 35 mph, and 50% at 46 mph. The avemge risk of death for a pedestrian reachas 10% at an impact speed of 23 mph, 25% at 22
miph, 30% at 42 mph, 75% at 50 mph, and 90% at 58 mph. Risks vary significantly by zge. For example, the average risk of severe Injury-or death for 2 70-year-old

a Pedestrian’s Risk of Szvers Injury or Death" September 2011, https:/fwww.azafoundation.org/sites/default/files/2041Pedeastrian RiskVsSpasd. pdf
* AAA data is substantiated by studies carried out in Europe. According to the UK Royal Sactety for the Prevention of Accidents, "For pedestrians struck by the front of
cars, the risk of fatality increases slowly until impact speeds of around 30 mph. Above this spaed, risk increases rapidly (hetween 3.5 and 5.5 times from 30 mph to 40

http:/fwww.rospa.con:l/ roadsafety/adviceandinformation/driving/speed/inapproprizte-speed.aspx.

! urge you for your suppart in pushing safety concerns of residents in the densely pegulated Reosevelt neighborhoad ahaad of the desire of twice-daily commuters te
traval along the Alabama Cotridor as quickly as possible. The difference of travelling this streteh at 25 mph vs 35 mph is negligible time-wise, while the impact of 2
speed reduction on safety (giverl that many indlvidual drivers actually exceed 35 mph) wolld be profound and ent!raly positive. Desplte belng = regular bus rider, [ de
not acteptWTA 's case thatits buses need to be able to travel along Alabama at 35 mph.

Address
1313 E, Maryland Street

Ruth Steele

Namé *

residents of streets mCiudJngTexas, Maryland, Pacific and St. Paul whe will be forced to abscrb increased traffic flow for whi ch theu‘streefs are hot designad.

As & final note on the Issue of speed [mits, reducing and enforcing a 25 Mph speed limit on Alabama Street will have an immediate knock-on safety effect for residents
whe live, walk, bike and drive in the surrounding neighberheods. In the Roosevelt Neighborheod, residents are presently at daily risk from drivers who treatits
connecting streets such as Orieans, Maryland and Pacific as 35 mph zones {and who accelerats aleng slleys to get up to such speeds). Please note that many of these
streets are narrow and Tagk sidewalks. For example, there is & school bus stop directly cutside my house despite the absence of sidewalks anywhare on this section of
Mary!and {students have no safe place to wait for the bus except on my front lawn). Gne is forcad to be wary as a peédestrian atall times, but walking the nelghborhood
at mght isan &spemaw dangerous business. We would all benefit from reduction and enforcement of a 25 mph speed zone along the Alabama corridor.

Secondly, but refated to the first issua, | strongly oppose the proposal to putin a solid turb dcwn the middle of Alabama frem Kingte Superiorstreet. This will cause
considerable Inconvenignce to Roosevelt Neighbarhood residants whose roads will be "blocked off" to left-hand turns from Alabama, while negatively impacting

As previously noted, many residents of the strests nearA!ahama are already affected In terms ofsafety by the number and speed of cars travealling thelr
nelghberhoods, Living near the very corner of Maryland and Orleans, [ would be directly and severely affected by construction of the proposed solid curb. The curh
would force additional, heavy traffic along my sidewalk-lesg straet and In front of my house to reach aither Orleans or Pacific. In addition to the increased risk of
neighborhoed traffic accidants, my quality of life as a.resident and the value of my property would be negatively impacted on an ongoing basisby the increased noise,
traffic fumes and congastmn. All this would run contrary to the sincere hepes and expectations | have fooked to for ne:ghburhoad mprovement stemming from the
Alabama Corridor redevelopment project. . ..

| thank yeu in advance for'your'consrﬁeraﬂon, and ask for your support in atldressing the present shert-comings of the Alabama Corridor proposal for the benefit of all
surrounding Bellingham neighborhoods and residents.

continued from above

Ruth Steels

" page 16
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Date Comment Emal} Address Name
4f3/2014 [Cpposed to the dividers in the project that wiil make it s0 she cannot tum left onto Racine. . |telephone call to Mayor's office Raclne Street Dru Clark
4/3/2014 {We do notwant 4 curb on Alabama Stréet to prevent laft turns. There are 2 people that live in this household. souliazz@coincastnet St. Paul Strest

Thani you for your consideration .

,|Reger & Tina Colwell

P'age 17
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