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March 5, 2014 

Mr. Chris Comeau, AICP, Transportation Planner 
City of Bellingham Public Works Department 
210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 98225 

whatcom council of governments 
314 East Champion Street 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

r. 360.676.6974 

t: 360.738.6232 
w: wcog.or9 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Safety Improvement Feasibility Study 

Dear Mr. Comeau: 

The Whatcom Council of Governments is pleased to provide this letter in support of the Alabama 
Street Corridor Safety Improvement Feasibility Study that the City of Bellingham has prepared to 
address the significant problem of vehicle collisions in the q5-mile section of the Alabama Street 
corridor between Cornwall Avenue and St. Clair Street. The Washington Stat e Depart ment of 
Transporta tion has identified that section as having the second-highest number of vehicle collisions 
in Whatcom County over t he five-year period ending in 2010 . 

The simulation modeling performed by Principal Planner Andres Gomez of my staff revealed that 
implementation of the so-called "Hybrid Road Diet" - whereby only the eastern and western ends of 
the corridor would be reduced from four lanes to three, in conjunction with other treatments in the 
corridor's central section - would not adversely impact travel times to a significant degree on this 
heavily-used arteria l road. The Hybric Road Diet Is WCOG's preferred alternative for addressing the 
documented safety issues in the Alabama Street corridor while maintaining the current level of 
mobility for the thousands of people who travel through it daily. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert H. Wilson, AICP 
Execut ive Director 

Belllnqham Blaine Everson Ferndale Lynden Nooksack Port of Bellingham Sumas Whatcom County 
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BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, Washington 98225 

Telephone (360) 778-8200 Fix (360)778-8101 
Email: ccmail@cob.org Website: www.cob.org 

BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Notice is hereby given that the Bellingham City Council will hold a public hearing on April 7, 2014, @7:00 PM, 
or as soon thereafter as possible, in the City Council Chambers, City Hall, 210 Lottie Street, Bellingham, 
Washington, to take public comment on the following: 

Public Works will present the multi-agency recommendations for safety improvements to the Alabama 
Street corridor from Cornwall Avenue to St. Clair Street as a result of the year-long Phase 1 study of 
feasible alternatives.· The Phase 2 construction of safety improvements on Alabama Street must be 
clearly defined for federal grant funding purposes with construction completed by September 30, 2015. 
Public Works is seeking direction from City Council to move forward with the design and engineering of 
the multi-agency recommendations for safety improvements. 

The multi-agency recommendation for safety improvements and more detailed information can be found 
on the project website at: http://www.cob.org/services/planning/transportation/alabama-corridor-study.aspx 

Staff Contact: Chris Comeau, AICP, Transportation Planner, (360) 778-7946 or ccomeau@cob.org 

Anyone wishing to comment on this topic is invited to attend; or if unable to attend, to send your comments, in 
· writing to the Council Office, 210 Lottie Street, or email to ccmail@cob.org, or fax to 778-8101, to be received 

prior to 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, April 2, to be included in the agenda packet. Comment received after that time 
will be distributed to Council but not included in the published meeting materials. 

FOR OUR CITIZENS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS, the Council Chambers is fully accessible. Elevator access to the 
second floor is available at City Hall's west entrance. Hearing assistance is available and a receiver may be 
checked out through the clerk prior to the evening session. For additional accommodations, persons are asked 
to contact the Legislative Assistant at 778-8200 in advance of the meeting. Thank you. 

Publication date: 3/13/14 

JACK WEISS GENE KNUTSON CATHY LEHMAN PINKY VARGAS TERRY BORNEMANN MICHAEL LILLIQUIST ROXANNE MURPHY 
Council Member Council Member Council Member Council Member Council Member Council Member Council Member 

l"Ward 2•• Ward 3••ward 4th Ward 5"'Ward 6th Ward At Large 
738-2103 734-4686 224-8877 778-8210 305-0606 778-8212 778-8211 

jweiss@cob.org gknutson@cob.org clehman@cob.org ptvargas@cob.L-0 tbomemann@cob.org m1illiqtlist@cob.org rjmurphy@cob.org 
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Thomas, Kendra L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Anonymous@cob.org on behalf of J_Matthew_ Yorkston@cob.org 
Monday, March 10, 2014 2:36 PM 
CC - Shared Department 
Alabama Street Diet jmatty@yorkstonoil.com 
Alabama Street Letter.doc 

I have driven Alabama Street at least twice daily for over 15 years from Northshore to Squalicum Harbor, 
(home to work and back). I believe this to be a very bad idea. First off Alabama Street is an arterial. All 
neighboring streets feed on to Alabama Street keeping the neighborhood streets clear of major traffic. Changing 
Alabama Street to single lane will only send traffic on to those neigliborhood streets and to Lakeway Drive, 
Iowa Street and Barkly Blvd. This is not the way to get Alabama Street re surfaced. 

In the name of Safety, it would be a much better idea to drop the speed to 25 or 30 MPH and add a few more 
crosswalks 

1 



����

Thomas, Kendra L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Hi Ken, 

Jon Soine <jon@jonsoine.com> 
Tuesday, March 18, 2014 7:51 PM 
Ken Mann 
CC - Shared Department 
Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements COMMENTS 

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts. From your comments below, I would suggest that 
your comments propose that you do have an opinion, as you described your thoughts further in the email. 

I am sorry if any of my comments were taken offensively, as they were not intended to be so! Many of 
your voting public find bikers very offensive when plans such as these are proposed, that give bikers and 
automobiles an equal billing for the gas tax for Hi way that we automobile drivers pay for with gas tax's 
and sales taxes on their auto's as well as for their and the public's safety. 

YES equal billing, "TWO bike lanes and TWO car lanes, (plus a turn)" is not an equal expenditure 
considering the traffic on a major road. Car's far out-number bikes on any city/state roads, and 
Alabama is a main thorough fare. More lanes and higher speed are what SAFELY moves more traffic 
thru an area, and is why on our highway system, we have done this very thing to smooth out troff ic flow 
for many years. 

This study is a 50 year step back in traffic flow and safety and would be a disaster for those of us using 
the road daily and live off Alabama Hill area! 

Even the City of Bellingham recent Mayor's survey suggested that only 4% of those surveyed felt that 
the city was doing an excellent job in planning. THIS is an example of WHY! Current Parks and Trails by 
the other hand had a 90% favorable rating if you care to read the Mayor's report! 

I have been involved in the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition for almost 25 years, and 
before that I served almost 10 years on the Whatcom County Parks board. I have favored building trails 
exclusively for bikers and hikers from Mt Baker to Seattle (the interurban trail was one of the many 
miles of trails prospered by our Chairmen Bill Dietrich). The Waterfront Trail on the old railroad right 
of way around Boulevard Park is another. As a member of the WWRC executive board, I have dedicated 
many of these same parks and trails STATE WIDE. WWRC has contributed $3 million for the boulevard 
park waterfront trail for an example. 

On a positive note, WWRC is in the grant writing process now, where if you have an interest in bike 
trails, it is time to propose these thought for the next grant cycle that begins in the next few months! 
See Mayor Kelli for help in the process. 

1 
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WE DO NOT need to mix cars and bikes on these main highways and thruways. That is a safety 
issue. Bikes have their own trail system thru and around Bellingham and for theirs and the drivers of 
auto's SAFETY we do not need to mix this as "oil and water". 

The points that I made were those expressed by the many concerned neighbors and citizens that I 
heard expressing at the Roosevelt School meeting that were in the audience and asking questions of 
each other. 

As a Councilman, it is extremely offensive to me that you are NOT listening to ALL your voting public as 
well as your blatant sarcasm! J ! 

As a member of the Council, I thought that your presence was important at the Roosevelt School 
presentation so that your public could ask you questions. We were favored by several other council 
members who were listening to their constituents which I thought was part of the purpose of the 
meeting. 

I TOO have ridden a bike in my youth, including on Alabama and Cornwall, as well as North Shore Drive 
having attended the original Washington School as well as Whatcom Middle school and later Bellingham 
High, while growing up on Sunset Drive and later on North Shore Drive. 

Today, I would want my granddaughter (who attends Roosevelt School) to ride her bike on the sidewalk 
for her safety (as well as my peace of mind). Last week's bike accident on NW in a bike lane should 
explain this visually to those of you that risk your and your families limb (s). It is not fair that those of 
us automobile drivers have lasting emotions when we hit a biker, and the memories that stay with us for 
the rest of their lives. 

We cannot legislate common sense, but those of us that have had to take a flat blade shovel and scrap a 
person off the side of your car and off the road, putting the remains in a cardboard box, carry this 
memory the rest of.our lives. The body in this state is just so many pounds of "ground round". I had to 
do this in Chula Vista, CA in 1963 so I know what I am talking about!!! 

I stand by the comments that BIKERS pay no HIWAY nor road taxes, and that is pretty evident if you 
take the time to read the state, county or city transportation budget. YES we all pay taxes for a lot 
11 things 11 • BIKER's pay no tax! 

I think that the majority of the people (non-bikers) that you are elected to serve deserve to be 
listened to! 

I hope that you can understand why YOUR comments that you have made are so very offensive to them! 

Very respectfu I ly, 

Jon 

Jon Soine, CRS, GRI, SRES 

2 
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Washington REAL TORS 2012 Presidents Service Award 
Washington Governor's 2011 Citation for Service 
Washington REAL TORS 2009 VP of Government Affairs 
Washington REAL TORS 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award 
Whatcom County Association of REAL TORS 2007 President 

Windermere Real Estate 
515 West Bakerview Road 
Bellingham, WA 98226 

Direct: 360-650-1400 

Email: Jon@JonSoine.com 
Website: http://www.JonSoine.com 

"Your Personal REAL TOR. . " 

-----Original Message-----
From: Ken Mann [mailto:kmann@co.whatcom.wa.us] 
Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2014 4:49 PM 
To: Jon Saine; Tim Cornwell 
Cc: Perry Eskridge; Larry Farr; Mayor Kelli Linville 
Subject: RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvement COMMENTS 

Jon - I have no opinion on the merits or conclusions of the COB study. 

However, the talking point that "bikes pay no road tax nor contribute to the payment" is offensive. 

I ride bikes - a lot. I commute by bike to work - a lot. My wife and kids travel via bicycle - a lot. 

We pay taxes - a lot. We own three vehicles. We own multiple residential and commercial properties in 
Bellingham. We shop in Bellingham. 

I support bike lanes and so do my taxes. 

Ken Mann 

Whatcom County Councilmember 
(360) 676-6690 (office) 
(360) 483-6020 (mobile) 
kmann@co.whatcom.wa.us 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ken-Mann-Whatcom/77546362394 
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Thomas, Kendra L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

March 20, 2014 

City Council 
City of Bellingham 
210 Lottie Street 
Bellingham, WA 98225 

Dear Council Members: 

myronlw@aol.com 
Thursday, March 20, 2014 8:32 AM 
CC - Shared Department 
Alabama Street Improvements 

MYRON L WLAZNAK 
PO Box28425 

BELLINGHAM, WA 98228-0425 
1-360-671-9969 

The purpose of this letter is to raise issues and concerns not covered in the presentation to the public in regards 
to safety improvements to the Alabama travel corridor. 

1. Street lighting is a serious issue. The current lights do not adequately light the roadway and also diminish 
(dilute) the effectiveness of vehicle headlights. On a rainy night it is extremely difficult to see the lane markers. 
In addition the road patches (filling in the cracks) look like lane markers. Striping the lanes in addition to the 
reflective bumps would certain help keep cars in their lane. 

2. Alleys drain water into the street. During the winter ice formed along the right lane as you reached the bottom 
of Alabama gong west bound creating a serious hazard. 

3. There are four entrances/exits to the mini mall located on Alabama and Yew Street. Two of these are located 
right at the intersection of Yew and Alabama creating a hazard that could be avoided if these entrances/exits 
were consolidated into larger ones further down Yew andAlabama. 

4. The surface of Alabama is in need of resurfacing and drainage along the westbound lanes needs to be 
improved. Puddles spread out into the travel lanes with only a medium rainfall. 

5. The street light at Yew needs to be synched with the light at Woburn for those traveling along Alabama. It 
makes no sense to have a red light at Yew when heavy traffic is flowing past Woburn. Likewise the light at 
Pacific and Orleans need to work better in conjunction with the main traffic flow. There seems to be no rhyme 
or reason to the settings. 

6. Bicycle traffic should not be allowed on Alabama and signs should be posted to that effect. Better use of 
empty side streets for bicycle traffic would make traffic safer for both drivers and bicyclist. Improvements 
should be made to side streets to insure safety and ease of travel for bicyclists. Iowa would be a good choice for 
expanding bike lanes for through traffic to downtown. Mixing vehicle and bike traffic on the heavily traveled 

1 
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roadways should be kept to a minimum. As bike traffic increases more accidents will occur. Better to move bike 
traffic away from heavy vehicle traffic areas. Some bike lane lanes are effectively half the size marked by the 
white strip because the curb line bisects the travel lane creating an unsafe crack in the middle of the lane 
pushing bicyclist toward the vehicle lane. 

7. There is little active enforcement of traffic regulations on Alabama. Perhaps some passive measures can be 
taken (signage, periodic flashing traffic speed signs) along with routine active enforcement. 

8. There are a great number of turning options on/off of Alabama (30 streets, 43 alleys and 82 driveways in 
these 2.4 miles ofroadway). Reducing this number would certainly provide safety benefits. 

Please review these suggestions as you deliberate the safety recommendations presented by staff. 

Regards, 

Myron L Wlaznak 

2 
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Thomas, Kendra l. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Anonymous@cob.org on behalf of Peter_James@cob.org 
Friday, March 21, 2014 3:59 PM 
CC - Shared Department 
Alabama Street project pjames9@gmail 

I reside at 2724 Undine Place,a dead end street on the north side of Alabama St. I have seen the tentative plans 
for the project and understand that no left turns will be allowed either way or even no lefts to even get on 
Alabama. The only lefts allowed will be at the lighted intersections. This would be unfair not only to my street 
but many others along the north side of Alabama that are dead ends. We have no other access or exit to use. 
What use to be a simple trip to say Haggen off Woburn now becomes going around blocks of unneeded travel. 
Also I don't like the idea of unfettered lanes because no one can turn left. Seems to me that is inviting people to 
go faster no matter what the posted speed limit. I was under the assumption for some reason that this study was 
for mediating traffic flow. This seems to invite more traffic to come through here. To sum, I do not want the c­
curb plan to be implemented as do other neighbors that I have talked to about it. I favor the option of the middle 
turn lane with lanes on either side for directional travel with no bike lanes. I would not like the extra light at St. 
Paul as I think that was planned to appease all the people who would have to make one of the last lefts legally in 
order to run the maze around to be on the correct side of Alabama to get home. I hope you will consider these 
ideas in the upcoming council meeting on April the 7th. Thank you. 

1 . 
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Subject: Alabama St. Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements 

Dear Bellingham City Council Member - Jack Weiss 
Lottie Street 
Bellingham, Washington 

March 6, 2014 

I have major concerns on changes of traffic flow for Alabama St. ! I agree our roads 
need to be as safe as possible. This does not preclude the usage of the vast majority of 
people who use this for entering or leaving the core of our City, by that I mean the cars, 
trucks an buses that require efficient use of Alabama St. corridor. 

After reviewing the data published for the Open House of March 5, 2014, and 
considering that six (6) injury accidents per million miles driven is statistically 

· insignificant, 0.0006%. Looking at the cause of those accidents, speed, testing or cell 
phone use, DUI, or inattentive driving are possible to which a traffic flow change on 
Alabama St. will not likely change. A flow change would likely shift some traffic to 
other areas not capable of handling an additional volume of traffic, thus creating an 
unsafe area that currently does not have such and was not designed to handle additional 
volumes. 

Probable addition of a marked crosswalk between Pacific St. and Woburn St. might be 
considered with the reevaluation of how the traffic light at Pacific is used and the left turn 
use. The timing of llghts between Woburn and Orleans with any crosswalk improvements 
is needed if any changes are made. Noting that the 6 injury accidents did not have a 
fatality, at least it wasn't noted in the data. 

What I did not see in the data presented was: 
• the daily volume of traffic numbers 
• the type of Injury accident 
• if a fatality occurred 

o fortunately, I am pleased this ·has not occurred, at least according to the 
data offered here, not minimizing those who suffered injuries. 

• The occurrence of police response for traffic accidents 

Therefore I would request that Alabama St. corridor from Cornwall to Electric remain 
two (2) lanes of traffic in both directions! 

~ y~ for your consideration. 

~e 
4933 Lewis Ave. 
Bellingham, WA 

P.S. I use this corridor daily! 
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Thomas, Kendra L. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Council members, 

frank black <frankdoonanblack@yahoo.com> 
Monday, March 31, 2014 4:18 PM 
CC - Shared Department 
Alabama st. Project 

I am writing to oppose the proposed changes to Alabama street in Roosevelt neighborhood. I live 
on Alabama street and am concerned about the unsightly nature of the "C" curb. These curbs are 
acceptable in industrial areas but when placed in a residential setting are ugly. I don't understand why 
the City of Bellingham would spend our resources to make the city less attractive. I also oppose the 
project on the grounds that you will be taking land from me in the process of making my 
neighborhood uglier. I would incur significant expenses moving landscaping as well as suffering a 
double blow to my property values. The cumulative effect of the change would put me underwater on 
my home mortgage and make it nearly imposable to sell my home (no one wants to buy a house with 
a freeway running through the living room). 

All of this is unnecessary. Instead of installing the curb install the road diet without the bike lanes. 
Leaving out the bike lanes would allow room for a bus to pull partway out of traffic to drop off and pick 
up passengers while allowing the cars to use the left turn lane to go around the bus, minimizing the 
impact on the WT A and traffic behind the bus. Leaving the bike lanes out will have little impact on the 
bicycling community as bicycling on Alabama street is not something I would recommend even to the 
most experienced and confident cyclist, and the bicycle master plan has Texas street as a "bike 
boulevard" removing the need for bike lanes on Alabama street. 

The difference in impact between the two projects cannot be overstated. The current proposal 
greatly reduces the quality of lite for a thousand people with potentially devastating economic impacts 
as well. The road diet without bike lanes increases the quality of life for the entire Roosevelt 
neighborhood and the Bellingham as a whole. I implore you to not make Bellingham ugly. Do not 
approve this plan. 

Frank Black 

1 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Below is a detailed list of our objections and our reasons behind those objections, along with a variety of 
alternatives that still take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in 
Roosevelt Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name 

G; AJJIJj Ko-/-h 
Yl I KP- l)QiA~T 

Address 

/(PO 3 01 Ls:.ikxunq ~;\-, 

.f!._1;; I 6 J2ACfN!>t' 

Signature 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Below is a detailed list of our objections and our reasons behind those objections, along with a variety of 
. alternatives that still take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in 
Roosevelt Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address 

2.Ss(o QLL'e'W\S-t - fipl I 
£\\OAM '\. 'i5 2.l.(o 

').::JO? f) I(\ b A {Y) Cf\. 

i3~.J Ii 11 7 J. tW') IN i\ 
l '71 ~ ft l11..t ""'"~ J')... 

f:le;\\1\. '-~/\. v.r!} 

Signature 
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J< i' els 
March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 

- .j?,QYQ( 
~l~ C:+.wA 

\ 



����

March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 

/ 

eYeSt A·· 

l i 0'\IYI o n ~s 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 

/_{ (J <!! () i \ s \- ~,Jy 
17 c (/ ,' j," /VI IA//' 

. /fRLtrOr 

I r /'/ 

l'b~ . Vltl · 

\ 
· .. ·<:::!'' . 



����

March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from l<ing Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street) .. 

Below is a detailed list of our objections and our reasons behind those objections, along with a variety of 
alternatives that still take into account a// citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in 
Roosevelt Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Below is a detailed list of our objections and our reasons behind those objections, along with a variety of 
alternatives that still take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in 
Roosevelt Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternativ~s that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 
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March, 2014 

To Bellingham City Council: 

RE: Alabama Street Corridor Multimodal Safety Improvements Proposal by Public Works 

The residents of Roosevelt Neighborhood strongly object to the raised median c-curb proposed as a safety 
solution for central Alabama Street (from King Street to Woburn Street). 

Attached is a detailed list of our reasons behind the objection, along with a variety of alternatives that still 
take into account all citizens who use Alabama Street, including those of us who reside in Roosevelt 
Neighborhood. 

Signed: 

Printed Name Address Signature 
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fC/lt;A L A1-1, 

(L( ff , 
Roosevelt Neighborhood's Draft Response to Alabama Corridor Safety &v; J <_ 

Improvement Proposal 

Possible negative impacts of the Alabama Street c-curb from the freeway to Woburn Street: 

• will change the appearance of the Roosevelt section of Alabama from a suburban 

neighborhood to a more commercial/industrial look and feel; this will discourage 

owner-occupancy and lead to a more transient population; 

• while auto-to-auto accidents may be reduced along Alabama, auto-to-pedestrian 

accidents are likely to increase as traffic is forced traffic onto streets not designed for 

the higher volume (as in Texas, Maryland, Pacific and St. Paul Streets); 

• penalizing residents 24 hours a day, 7 days a week to alleviate safety issues caused by 

those just passing through, primarily twice a day, five days a week; 

• A curb will increase the division between the north and south parts of Roosevelt 

Neighborhood, which already struggles to remain cohesive . 

• 

4-to-3 Lane Road Diet with bike lanes (this is the preferred option) 

• allows residents access to side streets while turning across only one lane of traffic, which is far 

safer than turning across two lanes; 

• bike lanes double as a buffer between cars and pedestrians; 

• 

Reroute WTA route one block south on Woburn to Texas, west on Texas to Pacific, then back up one 

block to Alabama (and vice versa) 

• eliminates all rear-end and side-swipe accidents from cars veering left around busses; 

• keeps busses from being delayed by traffic along Alabama; 

• more people walking along (eyes on) Texas Street is good for the neighborhood; 

• would require removal of traffic calming devises and replacement with stop signs, plus possible 

widening of two blocks, plus probably a traffic light at Woburn and Texas; 

• 

Encourage more through-traffic onto Iowa Street 

• a road diet on Alabama might naturally do this for some cars, as might lowering the speed limit; 

• Iowa is already non-residential, is 35 mph, has a left turn-lane and no busses, and is five lanes 

wide west of Pacific; 

• 
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Ban left turns during rush hours only 

• most law abiding citizens will obey the law 

• the effect of short-term emphasis patrols would likely spread the word well 

Reduce the speed limit to 25 mph 

• Alabama Street is a residential street (while Iowa is not) so 25 mph is a reasonable speed; 

• drivers have more time to assess and react so accidents are reduced; 

• less damage is done by 25 mph impact than 35 mph impact; 

• 

At RNA Meeting: 

Pull outs for buss 

Road Diet options (other) 

Synchronize lights at intersections 

Some have reservations about at light at St. Paul 

Reduce speed to 30 or 25 mph 

• Maryland St. should have traffic calming features installed, as it already has a fair amount of 

traffic, with no stop from Orleans to St. Paul; 

• Texas St. should have an additional stop sign or calming devise between Toledo and Valencia; 

• St. Paul and Pacific ... 

• 
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Marchand, Marie M. 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

FYI 

Sophia Blarney 
Executive Assistant to the Mayor 
City of Bellingham 
(360) 778-8100 office 
(360) 778-8116 direct 
sbblamey@cob.org 

MY - mayorsoffice@cob.org 
Friday, April 11, 2014 3:16 PM 
Comeau, Christopher J.; Grp.CC 
FW: Alabama Street yellow curb issue. 

*My incoming and outgoing email messages are subject to public disclosure requirements per RCW 42.56* 

From: Kimberly Faubion-Boulanger [mailto:KBoulang@co.whatcom.wa.us] 
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2014 1:09 PM 
To: MY- mayorsoffice@cob.org 
Subject: Alabama Street yellow curb issue. 

Hi there, 
My family and I live off of Alabama St. where we have to make a left hand turn to get onto our street. It would impact 

our daily routine negatively and we are voicing our opinion through this email to let you know that there are three of us 
that live in our house who separately have to drive from our jobs at different times where we all 3 would need to make a 
left turn to get home. 

Please consider those of us in this situation and do not put the raised yellow curb on Alabama. 

Sincerely, 
Kimberly Faubion and family. 

1 
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PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED BY PUBUC WORKS REGARDING ALABAMA STREET: MAY'1\ 2012 THROUGH APRIL 4'. 2014 

Date Comment ' Email Address ,Name. 

5/18/2012 Are you kidding me? Miles of smil~~? .I live atti:e top ~f A!aITtbama hill a~d l cannot ride a' bike and l do not .ride the bus. I d0n not iike the i.dea that people with ctirs doi-a~d~jr@comCast.net De.borah Ro-ia'r · 
are demonized. Please do not reduce the abitJty for cars to traVel up and down the hill.! think you can get up and down the hill on a bike by.going through the park, by 

-· 
5/18/2012 During our.membership meeting last last night some discussion surfaced around the study of Alabama that the City is about to inita'te. While there was appreciation rickg2000@yahoo.com Rkk Qualls 

that the area was going to get some much needed scrutiny, there was concer.n as to the impact improvements could have in the future to the traffic flow doWn 'F' 
sfreet. Specifically, it was mentioned that this study will be the first step in establishing a main access to the waterfront creating increase traffic flow through the 
neighborhood. In contrast to all of this, what I hearthe City saying is that the concern that is be_ing addressed is-the rea.lity oftraffice i.ssues (and related accidents); 
with an attempt toreduse/control traffic. These are concerns that came up, thought you should know. Rick: Qualls, Chair Cornwall Park Neighborho6d · 

12/26/2012 I have some addition thoughts on the project. Some, I believe we can do, others that will require additional funding and others that will draw concern. As you know, 
there are many pedestrain buffers in sections On both si~es of Alabama. If there are no bikes lanes installed ho\vwi!I safety of~he.pedestrian be assured eve~ if traffic 

clawtbree@gmail.com Charles Law 

speeds are reduced? I have heard stories that there may be bike safety corridors on some of the alterrnative routes along/feeding the maJn arterial. The crossing at St 
Paul, i believe is Part of one of them. My concern is "speeding" traffic i:i!ong this narrow passage of St. Paul (at times 35/40 mph). Now here's where th.e money co.mes. 
in with mvProPosals. First, install speed bumps along St. Paul form Alabama to E. Maryland sitnilar.to the one's used on St Calrforthe same purpose. Second, traffic-
rush tim~ or not-will be improved unless there are installed "round-a-bouts" such as the one's used on the main arterial leading into and thot.igh Sedona, PiZ. SR179 
{10:33 and 14.:37 of the video caught my eye). I know ... I kn_ ow, we can't-afford it but you know, as we!J as I, this ls the only way to solve ou'r traffic blues. 

10/9/2012 Please know that although I am not a blcyciist, l believe that the recommen!lled change tp Alabama Street with three traffic lanes, two bike lanes, and a planting strip tvdffry@hotmaii.com 2198 E. Birch Street .TimFry 
separating ihe road and sidewalks is a wonderful jdea However, to make it work cOrrectly I believe it is imperative that two Critical areas be addressed, First, WTA Sham 98229 
buses must have turn-out sPaces at every stop on the affected route. Second, there must be an improvement to the right tur.n for west~ound.traffic at Woburn, If they .. 
I read the Herald' article about the proposed Alabama Str.eet road diet I can't make it to the open house tomorrow, but I want to express my s.upport for adding bike elizabethhartsoh@yahoo:com Beth Hartsch 
I lanes to. this road. ! occasionally ride on Alabama street, and it is stressful to navigate the traffic. Bike lanes and single traffic Janes would be a game changer on this. 

•L .. >. f ' I . . ...... ,.., . ~.LL • . • 

2/12/2013 I have read you r reports and find the conclusions very harO to believe. We now have 2 lar:ies of traffic in each direction with tum !an es at each of the major cross bswan201@comcast.net (Property 621Alabama) BruceA.Swanson 
streets. When you cut back to 1 lane for the sealing lasts'ummer, there was a back-up e:ven in the middle of the day; during rush hour this would ha've been terrible. ' 1201 Woburn Street 360-734-3960 
cutting back w.111 be a casue for road rage as people are hungary, ~ired and want to get home, any delays ~ii not be happy times. All of the east-west corridors are Be!lingham, WA 98229 
jammed the_se days, and the cross streets.keep them evenly full. Bicycle lanesw!ll help the riders, but, until they are the majority, cars m~st the priority. 

\ 
2/12/2013 My name is Don Em est and I live at 2518 Racine Street, Just three doors north of the corner of Alabama and Racine Street ! drive down Alabama Street many times 2518 Racine Street P.O. Don W. Ernest 

each week, since it is thi: only exit from Racine Street and the alley that runs behind my residence. Jt has been my observation that most of the time, whenever one Box30434 
approaches a traffic signal in Belllngham, the driver must stop and waitfo a red light. This wastes time and fuel. If lights are synchronized for a set speed on ma\n 
streets, one may drive atthat speed with out stopping as long as traffic is normal. This also discourages speeding, since speeding motorists wnt run into red light?. The 
city has provided synchronized timing of traffic signals on several streets downtown and I understand this has also been done on a portion of Bakerview Road. More of 
this needs to be done around the city, and Ala.bama Street is a good example. I would recommend thatti-affic Signals on Alabama be set for 30 mph. The current 
speed of35 mph seems too faSt, and 2S mph Js too slow for a major street · · . 

2/13/2013 The idea of reducing Alabama to 2 lanes with a center turn lane is a very bad idea. If this proposal is carried oUt, traffic will be back:ed up to Cornwall from ab·out 15:30 J::dkoranda@msn.com dale koranda 
to 18:00. In addition, what will happeii when a WTA bus stops to remove or add"a bicycle from the carrier on the front of the bus aiid to take on or discharge 3606710697 
passengers? Will the traffic behind the bus need to pile up while the bus is gapped as there is no turn out lane for the bUs: How many of the cars wJll use the cenl:er 
lane to bypass the stopj,ed bus? Your graph showing triiffic dens!ty is wrong. Drive the s~reet between 15:"30 to 1~:00 and you will see how much traffic it carri~s. If 
accidents with bicycle riders are a problem,! feet that many of them could be eliminated if the riders would simply obey the traffic laws that mqtorists have to abide 
by. Many times I have go'tten a green light only to have a bicycle blow through a red light because they did not feel! they had to stop. In addition stop signs don'tseem 
to cause them to stop. l have also witnessed the riders just swerve onto the 17edestrian cros~alk and go tJ:trough the int~rsection instead of waiting for the green light 
If there is money that needs to be spent or lost, why not spend it to synchronize the traffic lights on some streets. When we must stop and wait getting 0 miles to the 
gallon and then accelerate causing more pollution-and then get to the next light only to have it turn red in front of you and again get 6 miles to the gallon only to 
repeat it at the next light. State street used to be set for a speed of 25 J think and it worked S:reat. I thJnk Chestnut street is set up this way and it works well, I realize 
these are one way Streets but feel that Alabama could be set up and synchronize the.lights in one direction part of

0

the day and the other direction part of the day. 

Pagel 
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Date Comment Email Address Name 

2/13/203.3 I feel quite quailified to comment on the proposals yoll are considering for Alabama Street because I Jive just two block.s so_uth of Alabama on a non-through street. be1Jjac6@~ahoo.com 2115 Birch Cir Helen Jacobson 
Every time I leave our street, at least six days a week, I rhust use Alabama. r walk to and from Cornwall from the top of Alabama hill several days a week, in good S-elllngharn, WA 

weather J•bike (not on the street, rather on the trail) and do travel by auto when the weather ls really bad or when ! need carry back too much to. tote in my arms. 98229 

There i~ a wonderful bil\e friendly trail to the north of Alabama and if that is too far out of the way for some riders or heads in the wrol)g dlrection there are Texas and 
. Carolina Streets. I do not ride on Iowa Street for the same reasons I do not ride on Alabama. Just how your study (ound iln average speed of38.5 mi/hr is hard to 

conceive because the stoplights at Woburn arid Yew are not coordinated with eacJ otjer at all. When 1 drive I seldom get through both intersections with ~o green 
lights. During high traffic times the traffic is significantly slowe'rthan the posted SS mi/hr from one end of Alabam·a to the other. During high traffic times the 
westbound car,; are Irned up well past Xenia Street waiting for the red light at Woburn·. Wlth.on!y one !ane going west the line forthe red ll.@:ht "could w€U past Yew. As 
for the rest of the street, l have made·an observation just this week of one lane traffic behveen James a~d Cornwall. There was utmtv woi-k belng done that caused the 
two lane traffic pattern. Did anyone Jn your office observe the traffic during this time? I was walking and could not cross Alabama anywhere: except at a trafic light. 1 
walked a block and one-half one time watching a car from a side street waiting to enter Alabama. One lane in e<ich direction makes one long llne of cars instead of 
havin'gthetwo lanes of cars making times :When One Can cross or turn onto the street. 1 have notic"ed th.at drivers will stop for walkers if there is a painted croswa!k. 
There are few drivers even on the sidastreetsthat V,:m stop for a 'Naiting pedestrian at an unfnarked intersection. I wou!ci suggest that more interseci;ions should be 
marked with crosswalks to help car drivers remember that it.ls lawful to stop for pedestrians. The new crosswalk at Yew and Texas is a Wonderiul example! Please 
consider these observations when a decision is made about whiit to do with traffic on Alabama. Changes should facilitate the safe flow oftrafficfor pedestrians, 
drivers, and riders. 

2/13/2013 Dear Sir, I am writing concerning the suggested changes to Alabama St. J was at the Tues. evening meeting a;id one of the charts was most definitely ~n error and not djnonhoff@msn.com 2614 Kentucky Street Dale Nonhoff 

up to date. Any week day Monday through Friday from 3:00 PM it is solid vehicli=s on all four Janes and there is in addition a back up at the signal lights. Trying to Bellingham, WA 98229 

funnel the traffic dO\n/11 to three would be a real disaster. Alabama is the only east west arterial that runs from Lake Whatcom all tne way through.to Bellingham Bay. 
Consider very carefully tlie fall out from any changes. A case in point ofa slightly different m<:itteris Texas St.a streetthai: parallels Alabama and just one block over. 
This street ls 25 .feet wide and the city declded at Michigan St to put in a roi.rnd ab Out which is 19 feet. The difficulty of school buses, fire trucks and the general public 
is an example of so~ething not thought.out welt. When a grant is"availab.le sometimes it is used in a horrible way thatthe public has to endure for many years. I live 
just two blocks from Alabama St. and my family uses it eveiy day. t h~e lived thirty years at this same location and about sixty five yea~ in· Whatcom coUnty so r know 
this area we!J. The opinions of residents of Bellingham who know this area Vary well in addition to bicyde riders who say they would never use Alabama should 
certainly_ be factored in to any finial decisions made. Thanks for your time and assistan~ in this matter. 

2/11/2013 Thank you for accepting this comment from a resident and user of the Alabama Corridor project. I own and ~aside at2413 Humboldt Street, be'tvl'een Texas and brycefegley@gmail.com 2413-Humbolt Street Bryce Fegley 

Alabama. I commute by bicycle to downtown daily and frequently bicycle e!ast to Lake Whatcom, so I am intimately familiar with the bicycle thoroughfares in the area. I Bellingham, WA 98229 
· also frequently bicycle or walk to.Trader Joe's, and to Memorial Park. - I have mixed feelings about bike lanes on Alabama, even lf ! strongly support a road diet. 

Because of the heavy traffic I would worry about the broadside problem caused by left tu ming cars in the median, who ·might not see me because of cars overtaking me 
in the same ·dir~ction. -Regarding_ para Ile! corrido~, I like usiniTexas, but 1 getforced onto Alabama between Lincoln a_nd Moore, arid again atViewridge near the top 
of Alabama Hill. I DO tjiink bike lanes atthe Lake Whiitcom side of Alabama Hill would be a great addition, but I'm not sure if this project can reach.that far{! use the 

· cul de sac connector between !o~a Drive and Rhododendron to avoid the steep grade of Alabama and the winter mud and gravel of~e railroad trail). -The !llinols 
corridor is nicer for cycling bec;ause there are fewer stop signs, but r do not like riding on Woburn and wish there was a·safer ~lternative to get between Texas an.d 
lllinois in that area.! like the.idea of creating a sqfer blcyde/pedestrian cross at St. Paul forth is purpose. -Likewise, there is no good route to get between Texas and 
-Illinois near 1-5. I can go under Alabama on Moore, but it doesri't connect to' Illinois unless I ride on the gravel path. Could we consider a paved bicyc!e/pedestriaii path 
through Memorial Park Sdjacent to the freeway, along with improved.crossings for bikes and p~destrians on James north and south of Alabama, like the one at · 
Carolina? Even the .Carolina crossing suffers from the problem of multiple lanes of traffic in each direction having.to simultaneously stop to allow peds to cross. Thanks 
again fqr acceptipg comment. r will try to ~ttend the publicfoium tomorrow night. 

2/15/2013 First of all, thank you for al! the hard work that you and your staff put into the presentation coiicemingthe project. General!y, I was surprised that you choose to do rickg2000@-qhoo.com. Rick Qualls 
this via an open house model. I am sure that you had to answer the same questions many timiis through the night. Plus, ram not sure tbat everyone attending was able 
to walk away. with the same level of information._ Just a couple observations from my point of view ...... bicycle lanes on a main bus route concern me. I see the buses 
and cyclists already competing for the right-of-way with the vehicle· traffic along Alabama .... the road diet proposed is a little scary for me, as! see·folks using the center 

lane as their 'second lane'. This creates a different format for collisions .... using the center lane to navigate arOund a bus that is stopped Is creating uncertainty In the 
traffic flow. At this point I can stay in the second lane to travel and avoid the congestion behind thci bµs. r wouid also be concerned how this might impact the bus rider 
trying to cross the street after dlsembarkingfrom the bus. Hopefully there wil! be opportunity in the future for a different kind of discussion format to allow people to 
hear their pee~s opinion in a context of accurate. lnforiTiation/research thatthe "cDB providi:s. Thanks again for Your work, it is apprecia~ed. ' 

·Page 2 
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Date Comment Email Addi"ess Name 

2/11/2013 Alabama Street "Road Diet" "Road Diet~" The name says it all. In spite of the citv's assertion that the goal of modifying Alabama street is to reduce collisions, the mitchbratt@msn.-com Bellingham, WA Robe~Gray 

obvious agenda is to again reduce road capacity in order to be more "green," the result being to cripple the movement of people and vehicles through a busy, yet well-
functioning commuting; and business corrid?r· Need proof? ~II you have to do is look at all the other bike lanes, bulbed~out crosswalks, traffic calming' devices, concrete 
medians, and other uimprovements" forced upon us .as proof-positive that Bel!lngham's roads have been increasing!\!' "bottlenecked" in order to create a "one- lane-

each-way- commuting- hell" in a city that keeps growi!}g. Let's make roads more crowded so we can reduce collisions? Get real. I am not interested iri a car-free utopia. 
I have to show up for work and school-with my stuff clean, dly, presentable, and on til'l)e - ln a city that is cold, dark, and wet most days. Chris Comeau {City planner) 
states: "We'ra not selling anything to anybody .•. we're conducting a study." But then he says: "Keeping Alabama the way it is not an option ... " The publk is not 
misinformed; we know that Bellingham d~esn't peed any m~re road diets. We need the city to leave Alabama street alone, and start using our tax dollars to repave our . 
deteriorating roads. 

2/11/2013 Mary a~d J will not be available to attend your Tuesday meeting at Roosevelt, so please take our input in writil)g. Mary and I bought our !louse on Alabarri~ Hill ln 1980. osenfield@:comcast.net 3320 Oregon Place Mary and Paul Endfield 

Mary and Paul Enfield 33.20 Oregon Pl. Bellingham, WA 98226 Ceil I: 360-733-7765. Over the 32 years we have live here, much of the function of Alabama St. from 
Crestline at the top of the h!ll to Cornwall has not change a lot, except for the added traffic caused by the Woburn/Barkley development. In addition to driving, I run 
and walk (mostly on trails) and rida bike around Bellingham [about40 miles a wee I~). By my observation poor drivlng is primarily caused by driverfrustratior], and our -
greatest c6.use oftriis frusi:ratlon Is unnecessary traffic lmpacts. h •• and frustrated drivers make poor decisions. Examples of poor design that impacts how peqple drive 
a~ traffic lights that are not engineered well, not coordinated for type oft~affiC at a specJfictl~e of day, unnecessary 4 waytrafficsie:nali:z:ation where 2 way would be 
more efficient (straight through from both sides with continual yield to take left across traffic)~ Most traffic signals could revert to 2 way Stops more than half the hours 

.. 
of a week. let's be honest-.today and for a Jong time into the future car traffic is going to be the our major means of transportation. When 99% of miles 8re generated 
byvE[!hicles and only 1% of the miles are accounted for by distance walking, bicycling and buses, let's first make sure thatt}iis genera! vehicle traffic is not impacted 
unnecessarily. Let me give an example of an unneeded fix with an unjustified impact: the recent bulbing out of the sidewalk at the SE corner of Alabama and Yew 
eliminated what ha~ been a veiy functional right tum lane for free rights. The"comer has ped~trian and traffic controls, so the reduction of pedestrian crossing 
diStance across Yew was minima~ but now sometimes.a do:z:en northbound Yew drivers have to wait for a signal to change if just one d_riverwants to go through or take 
a Jet atAJabaina. How much better would it have been to have installed an Improved tum lane-100 drivers taking right turns are impacted for everY pedestrian 
crossing Yew. All of this ~dded wait time attra.ffic signals increases our carbon footprint, f<ir outweighing any improvements·we have made by encouraging added 
bicycle travel. let's refocus our priorities and see if we can get Bellingham off the bottom of the charts for.carbon footprint per mile driv~n for cities our size. !ftruly 
needed a Oarrier curb In problem areas is acceptable. Also push controls for flashing warning llghts for pedestrian crosswalks can work WElll, providing·pedestrlan 
safety 1i.nd no added traffic impact Maybe it would even help encourage pedestrian to use the crosswalk rather than J-waJking mid-block. We need the 4 Jane traffic .. 
capacity we haire on Alabama. Providing bike Jane(s) on Alabama makes no sense. When biking east-west, I use Barkley, the tr'!il or Texas. Thanks and good lucid 

ThankyoU for accepting this comment from a resident and user of the Alabama Corridor project J own and reside at 2413 Humboldt Street, between Texas and . · ydkoranda@msn.eom . - dale koranda 
Alabama. I commute by bicycle to downtown daily and frequently bicycle east to Lake Whatcom, so ! am intimately familiar with the bicycle thoroughfares in the area. I 3605710697 
a!so frequently bicycle or walk to Trader Joe's, and to Memorial Park. -1 have mixed feelings about bike lanes on Alabama, even if 1 strong!y support a road diet. 
Because of the he<ivy traffic l would woriy about the broadside prOblem caused by.left turning cars in the m"edian, who might not seem~ beCause of cars overtaking me 
in the same direction. ~Regarding parallel corridors, I like uSingTexas, but I get forced onto Alabama betwef;!n Lincoln and Moore, and again atViewridge near the top 
of Alabama Hlll. I DO think bike lanes at the Lake Whatcom 'side of Alabama H.ill Would be a great addition, but I'm not sure if this proj~ct can reach that far (I use the . 
cul de sac connector between Iowa Drlve·and Rhododen~ron to avoid the steep grade of Alabama and"the Winter mud and gr.ave[ of the railroad trail) . .:rhe Illinois 
corridor is nicer for cycling because there are fewer stop signs, but I do not like rid_ing on Woburn and wiSh there was a safer alternativ·e to get between Texas and . 
JllinOis Jn that.area. J like the ide~ Of creating a safer bicycle/pedestrian cross at St. Paul forth is purpose. -Likewise, there is no good route i:o get between Texas and 
Illinois near l-5. ! can go under Alabama 011 Moore, but it doesn't connect to Illinois unless J 1ide.on the gravel path. Could we consider a paved bicyclefpedestrian path 
through Memorial Park adjacent to the freeiway, along with improved crossings for bikes and pedestrians on James north and south Of Alabama, like the one at 
Carolina? Even tile Carolina crossi11gsu~fers from the problem of multiple. lanes of traffic in each direction having to simultaneously stop to allow peds to cross, Thanks 
again for.accepting comment. I will try to attend the public forum tomorrow night. 
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2/21/2013 We attended the open hous'e held at Roos.evelt Schoo! on possible plans for Alabariia Street and wanted to let yoU know some of our thoughts. Every city needs rensinkpl3@msn.com 2733 Ontario Street Pete & Llnda Rensink 

feeders; streets that o;:arry commuter traffic and-help support the city center business. limiting these feeders limits access to these business and travel to homes. The 
redesign of Alabama Street looks to restrict travel and dis"courages travelers from enbylni:: the core from this dlrection. There will be increased neighborhood traffic to 
shorte~ travel time, this brings more speed bumps and traffic obstruction. The bike lane iri the Alabama area has been established for several years and Is safe and 
fast, only a few streets to cross and no.cars turning out of side streets every block. {That's how a.friend of ours was killed, riding in a bike lane and a car pulled out of a 
side street not seeing him.) The trail runs from Alabama hiil to the core making for an enjoy<ible ride. Entering Alabama from Ontario St. is way more challehging when 
bikes fl}r down the hill now, as we can only see on coming traffic for one block, St. Clarie St., due to over hang of tree branches. Would be nice if branches could be 
trimmed to help with vlsibilitY up the hilt. Right now,·if a car is coming too fast they can pull over to the inside lane and miss a car that has just pulled out and ls not up 
to speed yet. The earlier pictures of a 2 lane Alabama Street were interesting. But, the need wii.s seen that Alabama needed to be changed to handle more traffic as 
the city grew. So why Would we want to go back to less lanes? You will have cars passing in the cen'ter turn Jane to get past slow moving cars. Eveiyo~e will have to 
slow or almost stop when ca I'S traveling in your direction turn right onto the side streets, causing a potenti~I for more rear in collisions as they will not Ii ave the option 
to change lanes. We know coming down Alabama rim and turning right onto Ont<irio St. one almost comes to a stop to make the tum •. Now other carsfol!owingjust 
change to the inside lane, what w\11 happen when there is no other lane? We do see a need for more of the flashing cross walks like on St. Paul St. to help pedestrians. 
Our neighborhood is dead end streets so we ·do need to use Alabama Street to reach any of our destination~- • 

2/19/2013 Dear City of Bellingham; 1 am writing aboutt~e plans under ~nsideration for Alabama Street Improvements. First ref me·not~ that! write as a regular bi Cycle tra.Hyinan@wwu.edu 3459 Bridlewood Ct Mr. lra Hyman 

commuter. I live on top of Barkley hlll and commute to wwu. t ride on a Jot of streets in Bellingham. I ride em busy streets, such as Northwest, Sunset (east of 
Orleans), Boulevard, Old Fairhaven Parkway, and all the downtown streets; There are a few places in town I avoid such, as Meridian. I also avoid Alabama St. Jt is a 
mess and a hazard for bicyclists, drivers, and pedestrians. I am glad that alternatives are being considered to improve safety. I also like the work that has been done cin 
some streets to improve Safety and access for bicyclists. J appre.ciate the work on Comw.all, Nbrthwest, and the addition of some bike Jane striping on parts of 
LaKeway. l like the work.that was done of Indian St heading to'WWU. I attended the meeting on Tuesday, Febru.ary 12th. I teamed a lot atthe nieeting. I !earned 

that there are many a~cidents each year on AlaPama - making it the second most dangerous street in Bellingham. f also learned that most of the accidents are related 
to lefttums-eithersomeone turning left or accidents related to people tiylng to avoid the people turning left by dodging into the other lane. 1 !earned thatthe city is , 
concerned about the safety on pedestrians both crossing Alabama an~ Walking beside Alabama {parents of school-aged children are particula~!y concerned}: 
Importantly, 1 leamed that adding bicycle lanes to one of the plans was essentially an afterthought. It was an aft~rthought because if the city moves to the road diet 
plan (one lane in each direction with a center tum lane), then there wou!d be a few feet to spare on each side ofthe street. There had not been a serious 
consideration of whether this wou!d create a safe bike route nor was there q consideration of how this would fit with the city's bicycie master plan since work on that , 
plan Isn't starting for several more weeks! I am concerned.about bicycle safetf. ! am worried that by adding bike lanes you wi)J be inviting bikers, butthe route will not 
be safe forth em. ·I have 3 primaiy concerns about safety. First, the bike lanes will disappear at the major intersections. At the intersections with James, 
Orleans/Pacific', Woburn, Yew, and Cornwall, the city will keep a lefttu"rn lane, a through lane, and create right tum Janes. The right tum lanes will niean thatthi'! blk~ 
lanes,disappear. This is actually a frequent appri:ach used on Bellingham streets. On bu Sy streets it crea:es hazards. as cyclists and cars merge. It is a tricky merge that 
I do frequently around town. 1 know of accidents in these situations and of one man with a fractured arm caused by d~iver error when cutting in front of the cyclist. 
There are better ways to handle these situations [see Portland downtown), but that would require space and that isn't in the plan. 

{Continued from above} Second, I am concerned abo~tthe large nu:nber of left turns and bicyclists being unseen by car. drivers. Part of the problem will be the back-
!.!PS away from the major intersections. Those back-ups, with two Janes, already extend past the next intersection (particularly at Woburn during commute time). With 
only one Jane, 1 imagine the back-ups will be longer since the information provided Tuesday is that th~rewill n~t be a decrease in the number of cars on the road. 
Belllngham drivers are considerate. Some people in those_ Jines·Will leave space' for drivers to turn left acrossthe line of stopped traffic (they do. sl?. now acfoss 2 lanes). 
But those left turners wit! not be looking for cyclists in the bike lane. Even if looking, they may not see the cyclists through the SUVs, vans, and trucks. Not onlywlll this 
be a risk attl)e intersection back-ups, but a!! along the road. As a cyclist, 1 know! am often hidden behind large SUVs and trucks. People may think they have a gap 
because thi'!y can't see the.cyclists through the other traffic. There are a lot of left-turns on Alabama and.they are tlie current caus'e of most accidents. Under this plan, 

the left turners will be' coming after the cyclists. Third, I am concerned aboutinteract!on between bikes and buss es .. Alaba_ma is the bus!est bus route in the city 
(something else I learned atthe meeting). lt fs-importantthatA!abama remains workable for the bi,isses. This pliln will have the busses pulllng over for stops in the 
bike Jane. Of course, they will still partially be in the traffic lane which means the through traffic wiU move into the turn lane -a potential accident rlskthatthe city 
planner (Chris Comeau) coffipletely di;missed when J raised this"with him. He thought 'since this worked on Cornwall, it would work here. Of course Cornwal'! has half 
the traffi~, more space, bettersig;ht !in"es, and fewer people turnin5 left. My concern for bicyclists is with the interaction with busses at stops. The bus drivers are 
frequently not reSpectful of bicyclist right of way. I frequently have had busses pass and stop at stops without appropriate space. I know of many .other cyclists who 
have also experienced this. !fa cyclist tries to pass a bus with its flashers on, the bus may pul,I out without checking for bfcyclists. ! have had this experience frequently. 
Oddly, although bicyclists and bus drivers are both part of the alternative transportation system, the bus drivers have little apparent training and respect for bicy_clists. 
Thus sharing the Dike lane with busses·on the busiest bus route in the city is not a good plan for safety. 
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{Continued from above] tn addition to being concerned about cyclist safety, I am also concerned about the impact of adding bike lanes to Alabama to the eve.ntual bike 
master plan. Alabama may or may not b~ the bi:!st location for the major east~west route for cyclists. But even if it is a poor choice, once the lanes are there, J suspect 
the city will not be willing to invest limited transportation dollars in another nearby route that would be better and safer. An afterthought to planning, witho·ut real 
consideration of space and safety, would become the defaU!t city master plan. Not a good planning strategy. There are better uses for the few extra feet on each side 
if you go with the road diet .. Those uses should focus on pedestrian safety. You could use the space for bulb outs at cross walks (something else the city has done 
effectively recently). You could put a planted barrier between the Sidewalk and the road. Such things may be beyond the budget in hand, but you should develop a 
plan that meets longterm goals and work toward that Overtime. 

2/25/2013 Dear Mr. Comeau, 
I would like to see a. "road-diet" that would lnclude lower!ng the speed limi~, additional pedestrian buffers, and more cr~alks with safety islands. 

claWthree@gm~ll.com 1519 Valhalla Street Mr. Charles Law· 

2/27/2013 Dear Mr. Comeau, I would IJke tf? have thes!! items included in the final draft. valhalclaw@yahoo.com 1519 Valhalla· street Charl.ene Law 

1) Lower speed limit, 2) ~icycle lanes, 3) L~ftturning Janes, 4) More cros~ walks 

. 2/27/2013 1 am strongly opposed to any changes on Alabama. There is a.large population on the east side of Bellingham and we have only 3 venues to get ~owntown. I count rwjhc1@gmai1.com 2115 Birch Circle Bob Jacobson 

LakeWay,Alabama, and Sunset. (!oWa is ?n offshoot of Ala'bama.) If You mess with Alabama, yo~ will badly restrict one of those three. And the Sunset route ls AWFUL 
There are two philosophies on traffic patterns. You can either cpntrol or expedite traffic. You cannot do both. I be!ieve the second way is by far the best. We need to· 
get people efficieritlyto and from where they live to Where they work or do their business. Restricting Alabama to one lane will cause some massive backups atthe 
critical driving tiffies. l hear people say the traffic goes too fast on Alabama. ·I drive that rciad every day and I do not see that. It may be true at 4 AM but it is not tfUe 

· at 8 AM or 5 PM. There is enough traffic during the day that 35 _is pre~ much. maintained. J hear people say there are too many accide[lts on Alabama. Where are 
those accidents? I bet they are at locatiOns already having an exclusive turn lane (Woburn, James, Cornwall). The bicycl!sts have bike lanes that p<irallel Alabama a 
short di$t?nce north and south of the street. That is where I ride. They do not need to ride on _Alabama. There are enough controlled crosswa!ksthat pedestrians can 
safely cross ju~ a bit east or west of whereeverthey are." If Fed era! dollars are at issue, use them to put a place to walk or ri.de. bikes on James Street Rd north of the 
sunset Center and put a dedicated left turn lanepn that road at Bakerview so people wanting to go straight ahead do not hi:i.ve to wait for those turning. That is much 
more needed than screwing up Alabama. 

2/27/20"13 Thank you for responding and sending me the information. I Jooked at the graph of accidents. 86 of the accidents al_ong Alabama, about.SO pertent of the t?tal, where rwjhd@gmail.com 2115 Birch Circle Bob Jacobson 
at Woburn, James, Pacific, and Cornwall. Those are all currently controlled inter~ections. I d!J not see how the proposals will help. I used to be a Fed and I would'Send 
the money back. Jt is NOT needed here and would be counterproductive. Jarry glad to hear aboUt the James Street-Bakerview intersection. 

3/1/2013 l..} Focus on Alabama/Woburn intersection; do not restrict traffic to one lane, make traffic flow better between Alabama and Barkley VIiiage. [Woburn) laqystahlberg@comca.il; m::1 {360) 303-$440 Mr. Larry Stahlberg 

~.) Ratherthan invest funds in improvements to Alabama, enhance the Railroad Trail to the north with paved surface, lights, etc. for bikers 
I appreciate the ~ork that you and the task force are doing to study these issues, and considering ideas like mine. 

3/4/2013 My wife and I bicycle "'3500 • 4000 miles a year, mainly in Bellin8ham and once in a while out in the county. We are also drivers {though less so than beilig bicyclists). ! 
have seen thetraff.ic on Alabama, especially at-s PM, When J drive to a monthly function. ! can't imagine only two car lanes, In our mi~ds, it is foolish.to cut down car 
lanes to make b!cycle lanes on Alabama. Why? Because th"ere are so many parallel stree!S that cyclists.can take. Heading downtown, my Wife and l typically b[cyc!e 

f~ed@bvtewrite.com Mr. Frederick Su 

from Barkley Haggen down Illinois SI:. to th~ southi;!~n crossing over !·5, then down E. Connecticut, Hampton lane, then E.·North_,,to Cornwall. Bicyclists can also, of 
course, take the Railroad Trail all the way from Barkley to the southern crossing of !~5. So, there you have it. Two options. No Alabama bike la ryes needed. My 
suggestions for Alabama are [1) to add more walk signals or stoplights. Stoplights are safer, since with a walk signal, one lane of cars may stop for a pedestrian.or 
bicyclists but other lanes may not. (ln my experience, there have been several times when one lane of traffic on Alabama has stopped and other lanes have not Tbe 
driver of the car that stopped is wondering why I'm.not bikini forward! This sense of safety has become ingi-alned in me through many years and mileS of bicycling. 1. 
can see how a neophyte could bl cycle forth i.nto oth~rlanes where the traffic Is still rollin&· I've heard of in.Stances where such qciists have been killed.} (2) Relocate the 
pushbutton for walk lights closer to the bike lane. Atthe Grant St crossing (J believe) of Alabama, if there ls no break in the traffic, my wife has to maneuver her bicycle 
ont? the sidewalk to the ped~trian button and pusti ltto get the lights flashing. lfyou would like to waste money, then consider adding bike Janes o~ Woburn, from 

' llllico1' to E. '"°"'·To th;, doy, I doo'tkoow why ih• o;ty d;d oot •dd b;ko ''"" oo Web"'" wh~o ;t w" b>log be Ht ,.,;,,,, Wobom h" '"' t"ffiothoo Alobomo. 
Thankyou. . · · : 

. . . . 
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5/3/2013 ! have been watching the p~ojectfor reducing the" east:~west: lanes and related changes on Alabama Street from St Clair west to Com wall. I have seen the report with . Jkelsey@whatcom.ci:c.edi1 Alabama Hill Jimmy Kelsey 

tum counts at each intersection and other data. What I cannot see is how it is even remotely possible for one lane in each direction to carry anywhere near the traffic 
volu.me currently carried by two lanes in each direction. Just because federal or other funds are available does not mean the proje"ct makes tr.ansportation sense, 
improving vehicular, pedestrian and cyclist flow and safety. The traffic study refers to nearest alternate routes forvehlcles and some may choose such alternatives for 
their vehicular use. But Sunset is already quite heavily used 'much ofi:he day and Barkley use is increasing sit.ice the new construction both on north and south sides 
near Woburn has been or is being completed. Those are the only nearby alternatives to the north. To the south there is Iowa for much of the same distance and 
Lakeway even more to the south. Lakeway m<iy be even busier than Alabania and Iowa can get rather backed up while deliveries occur from trucks parked ln two-way 
left tum lanes or near any of the 5 traffic-light controlled intersections I do not consider any of the options as very good options if Alabama is sloWed or blocked. And 
what about cydis"t!! alternate routes? Side Streets are-safer than trying to cycle alongside 3S mph vehlcu!artraffic or even 25 mph. There are several alternate· routes for 
cyi::lists including excellent trail in addition to side streets and even a pedestrian and cyClist crossing of.1-5 a couple blocks north of Alabama. It appi:ars to me that · 
art·ematives to Alabaina for east west cyclist travel already exist. redeStrian safety cOuld certainly be improved along Alabama, partic.ularly at several cross streets near 
bus stops. What many ~efer to as udisco lights" as Installed o'.1 Lakeway appear to be a significant safety improvement. But to ma~e oth~r more significant pedestrian 
changes along or crossing Alabama seems a waste of money. Right turn lanes seem a minimum requirement for Jntersectio11s su_ch as Woburn, Orleans, and James 
Streets. L did not see those in t!ie plan. A pedestriari crossing delays turning vehicles. If vehicles turning right are turning from the planned single westbound lane for 
exii.mple at Woburn, delays of othervel)icles are inevitable. The same is true for busses although 1 do r:ecall some bus pullout zoni:s in the plans. Those seem to me to 
be mandatory for each and every bus stop. My final comment, at least for today, concerns the overall Bellingham traffic ~onditiohs. I have heard since moving here jn 
2001, that Bellingham needs to support business growth a"nd job opportunities. Reducing speed limits on Alabama from 3S to ZS means one less major route with the . 
h!gherspeed limit. It already appears crippling to business traffic to have Stare Street at 25 mph, busiest portion of Lakeway nearthe e.iementa"ry school limited to 25, 
Holly 25 everywhere,'Meridian and Northwest both have significant portions limited to ZS as welt as the roads they become as they cross Broadway, and other busy 

cross sj;reets such as Woburn and Orleans at2S. From my economic and business perspective, Bellingham should be adding to the portions of many art~rials that are 
set at 35 mph tlmitS rather than lowering any, particularly on an arterial ~s heavily used as Alabama Street. 

2/18/2014 1 live atthe top of Alabama, and am an avid cyclist. I routinely bike on Alabama, both on the east and west segments of the road on the respectiye sides of the hill. I do 
not have an issue with biking on the road, traffic can be heavy; but with two lanes, it doesn't Seem to 

0

be much of an issue for cars to pass. ! am against a "road diet'' for 
Alabama, for several reasons: 1. ·1 haven't seen any evidence of cyclist and aui:o coll!sions that exceeds any ottier area, esp. corisidering the volume of"auto 

i'nhaY!]er@gnwsoft.com 2314 Crestline Dr Mike Hayner 

traffic. Your study seems to talk about auto versus auto, or auto versus fixed object accidents, and not ones that necessar1Jy lnvolve a cyclist. 
2. Other bike routes exist that are easy to use. When my son was younger, we would use the tra'il to travel. It is easy to ride even on road bikes. There are many" 
residential streeis. · 

3. For the hilly part of Alabama, you will never have significan"t use by cycl!sts, esp. those that are1ess experienced and more timid. 
4. Any network of roads needs to have arten·ars that let highervo!ume of vehicles flow. Jus't like everyone's body has a system of arteries that progressively branch 
from large to very small with corresponding amounts of flow, roads need the same structufe to be efficient Reducing the size and/or sp~ed of Alabama makes no -
more sense than a blood system with only capillaries. 
S. Bicycles are vehicles with the same rights and responsibil!ties as automobiles. !·do not like the segregation ~,bicycles Into separate.lanes, as it encourages drivers to 
view that as the only place for a bicyde •. 

6. Road design canri0t replace proper riding technique. Assertive, considerate, and predicable cycling is the safest way to ride. 
-7. There are few optioris for roads to h;;indle the flow of traffic from residences around the Jake. Alabama is a major oiie. r do not want thattr;;iffic pushed on to other 
streets. You must be aware of unintended co~sequences if you restrict traffic flow. 
Some suggestions forth ls area would be to better sign the alt~rnative routes (i.e. the trail and the residential roads parallel tb Al;;ibama), to repair the· road surface -
loarticularly on the 15 ove·rpass and the doWnhill westbound lanes of the hill, and better.education of drivers and cyclists. 

3/5/2014 After hearing comment on radfo thiS morning, there has to be some new ideas. Bus pullouts, right & left turn lane, no! b!ke lanes, improve Jam~s, Orleans, Worbum 
intersections widen Worburn to north Connedcut St 

2.41S F Street . "Rich Church · 

3/5/2014 We woutd·like to put road construction barrels along the route that would be cl'?sed off so the citizens of Bellingham can actu;;illy see how they will l:ie li:npacted. 
Before this ~Jan is imolemented 

jhenefin@henefi-n.com 3857 Hannegan Road Jaime Hannifin 

3/5/2Q14 1.) Wouldn't it be a lot cheaper to change the speed limit then assess for further action? 2.) What is the perceived value of an isolated bike boulevard on Yew 2700 Y~ Street Natalie Whitman 
north of Alabama? Xenia is much calmer, but how to get kids on bike there from points south? And once at Roosevelt, where to park a bike since the rack has been 
rendered useless by its placem.en~ against a wall? 3.) Several bike boulevards/bike Janes run parallel to e~ch other, within blocks of each other. Cyc!ists are no~ lazy-
they w!!I gladfy travel a block or two eXtra to access a best route -we do it atJ the time. Seems that reducing this redundancy and spending the$ to creare some highly 
visible protected bike Janes woudJ increase bike use by current drivers. 4.j Current measures are inadequate to call attention to· the change in 
speed Hmit on Yew during school hours. All traffic into the north stretch of Yew is coming off a 3S mph street. Drivers need extra ar"ei:s to a 20'_mph zone. 

3/5/2014 Good Plan. Only problem, you need bus turn-outs to make this plan work at its full potential. · i.feem~er@yahoo.com 2917 Cascade P]ace Jeff Feemster 
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3/5/2014 To refigure Alabama to one car lane in each direction is a bad idea. l~ will s:lo:<V the 1:ni.ffic, but it will make people mad atthe backed up trafficbehind·busseS, people 2135 Birch Cirde Gerald.V.Smith 

crossing Alabama on foot, etc. People will be going around busses in the center Jane· making it very bad for people crossing in front of stopped buss es. 1 know peole on 
bikes want their own lane, but these people will never number more than 1% of the population. Slow the traffi~with 30 or even 25 mile speed limit. That will cut the 

3/5/20'),.4 J thinkthat simply reducing the speed limit on Alabama sho~ld be a studied alternative. In fact, I think it's outrageous that reducing t~e speed has not been done If, in 
fact the aCcldent rate i too hi"h. 

salmonbill .@com cast. ni:it 2751 Dakin Street Bill Black · 

3/5{2014 J'm upset to hear that lowering the speed liO:it to 25 mph is not in the equation.·! live 9ff of Alabama and St. Paul: ·cars are always speeding down Alabama at !east ;e- dawthree@.gman.com 1519 Valhalla Street Charlene law 
40 mnh. ! believe lowerin" ittb'25 mnh would slow them down to thirMr which Wouldn'tbethat bad . 

3/5/2014 Add more "HAWKS" - one at Queen. Reduce speed llmit to 30 mph. . dawthree@gmai'..com. 1519 Valhalla Street Charles Law 

3/5/2014 I'd like to see a pedestrian crossing at Crestline Drive/Alabama. I have to cross Alabama everyday and see_ other peoj:ile struggling to race across ils well. tgllmm@:ginail.c9m 2933 Crestline Drive Tilmann Glimm 

3/5/2014 . 1.) Bus stop between Verona and Valencia should bave a crosswalk located right at the stop. People continue to cr~ss Alabama as soon as they leave the bus. I do not Bamdad@comcast.net 2535 Valencia Street David McCluskey' 
believe they will walk.down to a new croswalk at Un dine. 2.) Don't lower speed liniits. I thinkit would make 
traffic frustrations more and also lend to complacency, ie. people using eel phones ortextlgn more. · 3.) Don't open up North Street. 
I don.'twant the Woq°urn.traffic by-pa,s~ingA!abama. . 4.) Bikes should' use the trail or Texas and should not be.Part of the AJ<ibama discussion. 5.) I don't 
believe the statistics provided regarding accidents. Have they been audtied? pr evaluated for accuracy? 

3/5/'?014 It seems like Su~nyland and Alabama neighborhoods are getting the better.side oft~Js. ! know~e city values neighbrohoods, but this plan appears to.value Roosevelt kurt@rooseveltcc.org 1808 Undine Lane Kurt Ingram 
different than the others. I would prefer the whole corrdior look like the plans from jam es to Com wall, it would improve th_e quality of life for the densest populated, 

3/5/2014 Does not want c-curb median ~tAlabarria/Undinr: {telephone me~sage) (360) ~33-4424 2740 Undine Place Bob Kronsnak 

3/5/2014 Susan Rowe-Neuman just called me to say she had spoken to you today. Neither Susan ryor I will be ab.le to be at-the meeting tonight, ~ut wonder if we might share a tomandlinda@:mcgrathhome.com Barkley Meadows Tom McGrath 
few concerns. 

And please email me a copy of the tonight's presentation and public comments if pOssible. I will m~ke a copy for Susan. Others in the Barkley Meadows Circle also 
share th es~ concerns. 

'fOu may recaJI my name and f~rmer messag~ regarding traffic patterns on Barkley Blvd when' the new movie theatre was about to be built some time ago. 

Okay, our concerns are these i\the speed limit on Alabama Street·is reset to 25mph and if additional bike lanes are added along Alabama Street: 

1) In order to travel at an increased speed; regular users of Alabama Street will reroute their traffic pattern to Bark)ey Blvd which has k 35mph speed limit. 

2) To ~et to the higher speed limit on Barkley Blvd, trafficwil! increase on Woburn and Orleans streets. 
. 

3). The posted speed limit on or1e~rns Street and at various stretches along Woburn is 25mph, and· thus we believe it is possible that rerouted traffic will exceed those 
limits as they head toward Barkley Blvd. 

4) lf Al~~ama resets the speed limit to 25mph AND adds bike lanes, it may be even more likely that drivers would head to Barkley Blvd wlth it's 3Smph speed limit. As 
it is, bike riders 'along Barkley Blvd with it's current traffic toad are sometimes as risk. With increaSed traffic, it coi.ild only get worse. 

5) Drivers along Orleans Street, and to some extentWobum, often in.our 'opinion already travel above the speed liffiit. This proposal" may exacerbate the problem. 

6) To possibly preclude th ls potential shift in t~ffic patterns using_A.labama Street, reducing the speed llmit on Barkley .Blvd.to 25mph may be necessary. 
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3/5/2014 Nice job tonight, ChriS. Than~yi:iu to everyone. daraas@aol.com 1929 Lake Crest Drive Dan Raas 

I have one comment: The problem of folks turning onto or from Alabama St, into or from the.various alleyways between the named streets on the south side of 
Alabama. Th~se intersections are not engineered for turns as the intersections atthe named streets are designed. They are narrow and require a sharp turn off of or 
onto Alal5ama. Traffic flow and ~af~cy could be enhanced by ~llminating the tu ms at these-alleyways. . . ....... . 

3(6(2014 I have major con.cerns on changes oftrafficft.o~ foralabama St. J r agree our roads nee_d to be as safe as possible_. This does not preclude the usage of the vast 4933 lewis Avenue RickKiene 

majori.tY of people who use this for entering or leaving the core of our Cicy, b that I mean the cars~ trucks an blisses that require efficient use of Alabama St. corridor. 
After reviewing the data published for the Open House of March 5, 2014, and considering that slx (6) injuiy accidents per million miles driven is statistically 
insignificant, 0.0006%. Looking at the cause of those accidents, speed, testing or cell phone use, DUI, or innattentiVe driving are poSsible to ~hi ch a traffic ff ow change 
on Alabama .st: wlll not likely change. A flow change would likely shift some traffic to other areas not capable of handling an additional volume of traffic, thus.creating 
an unsafe area that currently does not have soi:Ji and was not designed to .handle additional volumes. Probable additiori of a marked crosswal~ between pacifiCSt. and 
Woburn St. might be considered with the reevaluation of hoW the traffic light at Pacific is us~d and the left tum use. The tlm!ng of lights between Woburn and Orleans . with any crosswalk improvements is needed if any c:iianges.are made. Noting thatthe 6 injur.y accidents did not have a f.itality, at least: it Wasn't noted in the data . 
What I did not see ln the data presented was: the daily volt.!me of traffic numbers; the type ofinjurj accident; if ii fatality occurred; fortunately,! am pleased this has 
nOt occ~rred, at least accOrding to the data offered here; not minimizing those who suffere~ injuries; the occurrence of police response for traffic accidents. Therefore, 
! would request that Alabama St. corridor from Cornwall to Electric remain two (2) lanes of traffic in bo_th diJ'ections! P.S. I use this corridor dally! 

3(8/2014 Mr. Comeau, 1 read in the Bellingham Herald that you are receiving citizen comments on the pl art to improve Alabama Streetsafecy: I want to state r:nY enthusiastic. elliott.chartes.smith@:gma!I CQ!ll ElllotSmlth 

supportforth!iidea of red light/stop light crosswalks. ! used tci Jive on Alabama Street and commuted to work via the 331 WTA bus. Crossing Alabama can be terrifying 
right now. This is a much~needed safety improvement.and r wholeheartedly support the idea. 

3/8/2014 Hello Sir or Madam, clhaak@comcast.net 2733 Grant Street Cheryl Haak 

Thanks for providing this e-mail address for public comment r~g<irding potential work on Ala.bama Street. As a cyclist married to a ,cyclist who lives in Sunnyland, J can 
tell you unequivqcablythatwe wol!Jd never ride on Alabama Stree.twith or without bicycle lanes. One of the needs of a cyclist Js to feet secure which is done by being 
on low-traveled roadways which, of course, Alabama is not. Ask any cyclist in Bellingham and you'll discover they've figured out routes that keep one off of busy roads, 
llke Alabama. Please don't waste money on bikes lanes on Alabama. It would be better to funnel that money into the Bay to Baker Trail if oiie were to get around with 
less dan.ger on a bicycle. 

P.s. A center turn.Jape: is an invitation for a headon accident. I'd rather see Alabama remain a4"1ane roadway because our city needs an East(West arti.rial tl)atg.ets 

3/10/2014 r have driven Alabama Street at least twice daily for over 15 years from Northshore to Squalicum Harbor, (home to work <ind back). I believe this to be a very bad idea. jma!;!Y@:~orkstonoil.coryi 2808 Huntington St J MatthewYorkston 

First off A!abam'a Street is an arterial. All neighboring streets feed on to Alabama Street keeping the neighborhood streets clear of major traffic. Changing Alabama 
Stree~to.single Jane wi1J only send traffic back on to thOse neighborhood streets and to Lakeway Drive, Iowa Street and Bar_kly B!Vd. This is not the w_ay to get Alabama 
Street re surfaced. In the name of Safety, it would be a much better idea to drop the speed to 25 or 30 MPH and add a few more crosswalks 

,. 

• Page 8 



��
��

Date Comment Eriioll Address Name 

3/11/2014 My name ls Kurt !ngram, I live at 1808 Undine Lane Jn the Roosevelt Neighborhood, I work as a Pastorin the Roosevelt Neighborhood off of Kentucky, and i iam the vice www.roos~veltcc.org P.O. Box 31010; 98228 Kurt !ngram 
president of our neighborhood .. 
We as a neighborhood are very concerned with the plans that were presented for the Alabama corn"dor. Specificallythe impact it has on the Roosevelt Neighborhood, 
and the appearance it gives in the difference.betW'een the way the Sunnyland, Alabama, and Roosev~lt Neighborhood are being treated. . 
I have been involved in the process from the begining, I understand fully the study and the parameters of the grant, but it's actuai impact on our neighborhood appears 
to be detrimental, it essentially creates a hlghway to rush through our neighborhood. 
One of our main <::oncerns is for the many streets off of Alabama that dead end, so that~abal)'1a is the only way to get out. Most of these are cut off by the divider, 
causing miles of extra travel to get to simple destinations in our area. . 
Anothi!r serious issue is the car traffic it Will push onto Illinois and Texas Street Neither street has sidewalks on both sides, neither street is pedestrian friendly, and 
neither street is being addressed in these plans. I know t~is is ground where the Alabama Corridor plan, the bi~e master plan, and the pedestrian masi:er plan all 
intersect but it is a serious concern. The Qlocks on Texas Street are some of, if not THE, most populated blocks in town, and it is cOmmon for kids to bi;! out along these 

· roads which raises all kinds of issues. · · 
We are concerned wiili the traffic that will inevitably need to be de<litWith whereTexas meets Woburn, where Illinois.meets w6burn, and honestly all along Woburn. 
This plan makes like, commutins.; an.d living in.the Roosevelt NeighbOrhood more difficult and less desirable. Many of us our working hard to take what ls historically 
one of the pooi'est neighborhoods, with the most crime/dr:ug/violence issues and help grow a greater sense of neighborhood: 
l understand that the money is to deal with the problem of lfift hand turns across two lanes. J understand that the models showed serious ·back ups at lights if a road 
diet of one lane in each direction was applied. 
But I also' believe that our city has statEid values that have not been brought to bare on this project, especially as !t relates to the Roosevelt Neighborhood. We value 
quality of life, we value community, ~e value wa!kability, we value people, we value equality. And l think this plan shows a blaiant disregard for those values. 
l think this plan s-hows that the city cares mo!e about moving people quickly through our neighborhood more than the lives of the p~opte who Jive here, even though 
this is a neighborho9d our: city ought to be cultivating and investing in more than any Other in Bi:lJlingham. 
l think this plan shows that the voices in Sunnyland are listened fo more than those in Roosevelt, voices that represent a higher soci~-economk: dass. 
We love our neighborhood, and our city. We wanttci continue to work to make it the best possible HOME for everyone who lives'here, and we are very con.cerned that 
the current plan actually works against that for our neighborhood. 
! would like to meet with you in the next couple of weeks if you have ti~e, and discuss this, possibly with another member or two or our neighborhood, please,!et me-
know if you would-have any time available. Thank You. · · 
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3/12/2014 I was out of town for the meeting so viewed the presentation on tine. b!!mac6@yahoo.com 2115 Birch Cir H!!len Jacobson 
Bellingham, WA 

l livejust off Alabama on the top of the hnI, ride a bike doWntown, walk to Cornwall, as W!!ll as drive Alabama so feel I am qualified to comment on what th!! traffic 98229 
picture is at. many times "of the daY and all days of the week. 

! have seen Alabama y;hen the four lanes are restricted to two. Jt:is not a pretty sight or a safe sight. 

lt would.work to have one lane westbound until Yew with a left turn only lane at Yew, but there would have to be tw~ lanes plus the left turn lane from Yew to 
Woburn. (The recent constn..i~ion at Woburn that reduced it to one lane with a left turn lane was really frustrating!) 

Limiting the left turns off AJabarTia is a good idea. 

'f'le i:tlljockey aro~nd the-bus to not be st~pped while people load and unload. Perhaps the westbound bus tou!d bi! rerouted to-Te:o:as and brought back to Alabama ,rt 
the Pacific llght lf more crosswalk blinking lights were placed on Alabama the north-of-Alabama riders could get to Texas for their ride. This should greatly help the 
trafficsituatioii ar;id could be tried with a relative small c"ost. If itwa's tried and failed a more"expensive plan could be tried. 
Perhaps if the James St bus sto~ was relocated or had itS own .turnout that would help the problem at that intersection. 
l have not ever had a problen;i-at Ellis & Alabama so do not know why there are so many crashes at that intersection. Perhaps we need a traffic light there. 

There is a wonderful bike path Just north of Alabama and I know from experience Texas.is a good alternative to Alabama for riding my bike. lt would work wonders If a 
bike/walking path over 1-5 was built on Texas. I think that would take t~e ~Ikes off Alabama creating safety for bikers ar.id vehicles. 

3/13/2014 The study that you aiil proposin![waS absurd and ridiculous. A grade School kid at Roosevelt could have come up with a better solUJ:iop. jon@jonSoine.com 2129 Ontario Street Jon Soine 

To convertA!..p.BAMA back to a TWO WAY siREETtakes us'back 60 y~ar~. As a kid, in the early 1940's car daalers used Alabama Hill as a testforthei
0

r new model cars. 
The test was if a car cou(d do 
60 mph at the bottom of the hill irl high gear and make it to the top without shifting down or stalling below 30 mph. WHEN traffic got too busy for a two·Jane road to 
han"dle the traffictheYwentto a FOUR lane ro"ad! YOUR 3 proposals will take uS'back 60years! . 

YOU and your staff need to drive this during t11sh hour like the rest of us do. I cou~ted 23 c:;irs·waiting atthe light atJames'street ~t 3:00 p.m. 
last Wednesday, after I picked up my ghmddaughterat Roosevelt. CAN You imagine this backlog as a TWO t..:\NE ROAD? 

LISTEN to the public for solutions such an e'.xample is the r.ecent KGM! morning talk Radio's caller's sUgges;:rons: 

1. MOVE ~US's to Texas Street, where the people live in the apartments 

'"' then walk t,o Al\]bama Street to ride the bus. THIS will also eliniinate the cost 
of many of the lighted cross walks as well. .. 

2. Put dividers down the middle.ofth,e street to elin:inate tu ms except 

" The existing street lightS with left turn lanes or right tum lanes. 

A little common sense goes a Jong'J_!ay, and th ls report does not demonstrate that! 

Sorry for being so critical, but I felt it was wasted.money and staff time wi!hout Llstenini to the public. 

The few Bike Riders can ride on the slde·walk and be much safer. WE DID PS KJDS! 
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3/18/2014 Hi Dillon, jon@jonSoine.com 2129 Ontario Street JOl}SOine 

THANK you for the recent show on the Alabama corridor and the ridiculous fiasco that they are tl)'ing to create! 

The attachment is the comments that I sent in following the meeting at Roosevelt Elementary last week. 

One of your "call in's" ! felt had the perfeci:solution, that did not require a $1 million study!. HE suggested: 
-

1. Moving the bus's to Texas Street wh~re all the apartment complex are located 2. This will eliminate the need forCr'oss walks to allow these renters to walk to 
Alabama to board the bus 3. Eliminate the bike lanes on the busiest street in town, Jetting the few bike riders ride on the sideWalks as we did 

When we were kids. · · · 
4. Putting barriers down the street like the Guide ri{ler!dian to eliminate tu.ms except a.t in~erceptions that have streetlights. 

YESTERDAY's accident on NW is·a classic example of what happens when you put undisciplined bike riders on a busy HighW<iy or main corridors. THEY do not all6w 
them on the state Hiway, and why should we on our main corridors. ALSO the bikes provide NO revenue, When we start charging bikes the same license as cars, they 
may have additional rights. 

· Please ensure that Our elec_ted official$ get this word! I think that you had the only practical solution that we can afford and saves lives! 

3/20/2014 Dear· Counci_l Members: myron!w@aol.com P.O. Box 28425; 98228 Myron Wlai:nak 

The purpose·ofthis Jett.eris to faise issues and concerns not covered in the presentation to the public in regards t.o safety improvements to the Alabam;i travel corridor. 

1. Street lighting is a serious issue. The current lights do not adequately light the roadway and iilso diminish (dilute) the effectiveness of vehicle headlights. oii.a rainy 
night it is extremely difficult to see.the lane markers. Jn addition the roacl patches (filling in the cracks) look like Jane markers. Striping the lanes !n addition to the 
reflective bumps would certain lieJp keep cars in their lane. 

2. Alleys drain water into the street. During the winter ice forrried along the right lane as you reached the bottom of Al~bama gong west bound creating a serious 
hazard. 

3. There ar~ four entrances/exits to the minf mall located on Alabama and Yew Street. Two of these are located right at the intersection of Yew <!;,d Alabama creating a 
hazai-d that could be avoided If these entrances/exits were consolidated into larger ones furtl'ier down Yew and Alabama. · 

·4. 'The su.rface Of Alabama iS in need of resurfacing a~d drainage along the westbound Janes needs to be im.proved. Puddles spread out into the travel lanes with only a 
medium rainfall. 
.. 
5. The s.treet light at YeW need~ to be synched with the light at Woburn for those travel!ng along Alabama. It' makes no sense 1:o have a red ,light at Yew when hea'-'Y 
traffic is flowing past Woburn. Likewise the light at Pacific and Orleans need to work better in conjunction with the mai.n traffic flow. Tliere seems.to be no rhyme or 
reason tO the settings. · · · · 

6. BicYcle traffic should not be allowed on fl.,labama and signs should be posted to that effect. Better use of empty side streets for bicycle traffic would make traffic safer 
for both drivers and bicyclist. Improvements s'ho~ld be made to side streets to insure safety and ease of.travel foi bicyclists. Iowa "".ould be a good choice for expanding 
bike Janes for thro~gh traffic to downtown. Mixing vehicle <!nd bike traffic on the heavily traveled ro<idways should be kept to a minimum. As bike traffic increa.ses , 
more accidents will-occur. Better to move bike tniffic away from he~'-'Yvehicle traffic areas. Some bike lane lanes are effectively half the size marked by the white strip 
because the curb line bi~ects the travel lane creating an unsafe crack in the middle of the lane pushing bicydist toward the vehicle lane. 

7. There is li~le active enforcement of traffic regulations on Alabama. Perhaps some passive fl!easures can be :aken (sign age, periodic flashing traffic speed signs) along 
with routine active enforcement. 

8. There are a great number oftuming options on/off of Alabama (30 streets, 43 a!!eys and 82 driveways in these 2.4 miles of road Way). Reducing this number would 
· c~rtainly provide safety benefits. 

,., 
"" 

. 
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3/21/2014 ! reside at 2724 Un dine P!ace,a dea? en.d street on the· north side of Alabama St: I have seen the tentative plans for the prpject and understand that no. left turns will be 12iames9@gmail.com 2724 Undine Place Peter James 

allowed either way or even no lefts to even get on Alabama. The only lefts allowed will be at the lighted intersections. This would be unfair not only to my stre.et but 
many others along the north side of Alabarria that are dead ends. We have no other access or exit to use. What use to be a simple trip to say Haggen off Woburn now 
becomes going around blocks of unneeded traVel. Also J don't like the idea of unfettered lanes because no one can turn left. Seems to me that is inviting people to go 
faster no matter what the posted speed limit. I was under the assumption for some reason that this study was for m~diating t:affic flow. "Dlis seems to invite more. 
traffic to come through here. To sum, I do not want the c-curb plan to be implemented as do other neighbors that I have talked to about it. 1 faviir the option of the 
mi~dle ~um Jarie with lanes on either side for directional travel with no bike lai:ies. I would not like the extra light at St. Paul as rthink that was planned to appeas.e all 
the people who would have to ma~e one of the last lefts legally in order to run the maze around to be on the correct side of Alabama to get horrle. 1 hope you will 
consid~rthese ideas in the upcoming council meeting on April the 7th. Thank you. · 

3/24/2014• rie"o Mayor.~1nv1e1e, 
Below are some ?fthe emails and responses to Alabama Corridor Project. All emails have been ."cut & pasted" from our Nextdoo~website (last names have been 
removed). 
Since we last talked a petition has been circulating thi;oughout the neighborhood with_over 30 signatures so fur, asking that 
our neighborhood should not be "divided" bY ph\rsical or financial barriers. 
There ha~ been peisona! letters sentto..the Oty Council as we!I astli~ Mayor's office on t~is subject. 

Truly, Charles Law, Roosevelt MNAC mG!mber 

1 was at the meeting and I think (please, other attendees correct me if I get any of this wrong) that our main objection Is the proposed raised median preventing all left 
turns on Central A!<ibama Street We feel that it is not the best solution to the safety issues the project ~eeks to add re~ W~ think it wbuld unfairly penalize res!dents; 

Roosevelt NA Teri 

crellte serious hazards for the surrounding area;-and ni:!gatively impact the look, feel and future character of our neighborhood. We have many a!terna;tivesuggestions 
that Will solve the safety issues all of us are concerned about, but will not harm our neighborhood and ;;urroundinS". areas in the very real weys we see.possible with a 
raised median Solution •. 
.. , " . . ... .. .•. . .. . -.----.,~u ···- -···' ··- 1 -·· •••• -· •• ' Roosevelt NA Melissa 

Alabama. Blocking left turnS only improves traffic for those who do not live in our area. Their commute will be smooth, whereas we wi!! have to go 5·10 minutes out of 
our way, depending on traffic, to get to our homes. The mairi roads We will be forced to take include Iowa and Sunset, which are already heavily°-traveled. They will 
become even i:nore congested with those ~f us trying· to return to our homes in the Roosevelt neighborhood, adding even more time to our commute. We do riot 
understand why they will not reduce the speed limit to 25, as it will reduce the severity of crashes (m?_ny of which occur atthe stoplights; this wil! not be helped by 
banning leftforns, but a 25 mph speed limltwould) as·lovterlngthe speed Jimjt over the 1.75 miles of road to be affected will only add 72 seconds to travel time for 
those trave!!ng over that entire 1.75 miles. Contrast that with what We· will have to do to get home or go to work, and ~is measure seems to benefit only those who 
live i;, more affluen_t neigl'iborhoods. 

We are suspicious that whlle the planning commission' has put forth the number of crashes that involve injwy, they don't differentiate betvoieen the crashes that occur 
atthe stoplights and those that occur because of left turns in other area~. The intersection at Woburn and Alabama is known for a high number of crashes due to red 
l!ght running. In fact, this was a main intersection being considered for red light cameras severar years back because it was such a huge problem.These crashes have 

ihevitab!y been figured into the numbers the planning commission is using. We believe that lowering the speed limitwou)_d go a.long way in red'udng the severity-of the 
crashes. yJe have lived on Queen St for just over five years, and if I recall corre.ctly, the only crashes I have known about in our area involve the intersections at Orleans 
and ?a.cific. 

Another more serio;is co:ncem is what the proposed changes wi!! do to traffic on side streets. We are concerned-that in order to get ~hrough our neighborhood in 
attempt to bi:!atthe traffic on Iowa and Sunset, pebple w!IJ try to use side streets such as Texas an~ others. Jfthis happens, the crashes that occur are much more likely 
to irwolve vulnerable users of the roadway such as pedestriaris, children, and bicyclists. These craShes .carry a much higherthreat of death and severe injury than car on 
car crashes. Kid~ are th? mostitulneraOle in these situations", and our neighborhood fa home to Roosevelt Park, the Boys and GirlS C!!-!b, and Roosevelt scho.o!. My two 
year old daughter was killed when she and 1were hit by a car so I have personal experience with this. This Jlropos"ed measure will not make the roads safer for bicyclists 
and pedestrians, Even though that is supposedly the idea behind it, it is a very car centric, "Jet's get to where we are going as fast as we possibly can" measure. Puttirig 
a bik'e lane on a 3S mph road does not increase safety for bic;ydists. LoWeringthe speed limit and creating better access to the Railroad -frail and residential streets for 
bicyclists does. 

This bloi:king mechaniSm also ~reates a ban:ier between two sides of our neighborhood, creating the feel of"stay away," not "this isa nice place to live." No one wants 
to live on a street that is being used by cars to bypass one of three main arterialS in our city. This is bound to reduce the value of our neighborh~od, not only in real 
property dollars, but also its perceived value in the community: 

Thank you Charles, for ~ompilingthls list. I hope that Mayor Linville takes our concerns seriously. 
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Thank you foryourwell·written, thorough commenti lam in full agreementJJt l had not thoughtaboUtthe potential impact on side streets, but 1 think you are right to Roosevelt NA Cathy 
surmise this as a likely outcome. We live on Texas St and it is he.-vily used by pedestrians and cyclists of all ages, and lots of children cross the street and play near it as 
welt. It is also a narrow street, sections of which have ditches along one side. All these factors mean that an increase in traffic, and probablyfru5trated traffic at that, . 
would also likely resµ It in increased danger. Count me in on opposing a median curb on Alabama, and in support of the eas~er, lower-ci;ist measure of reducec;! speed , 
limit. 
hanK you Melissa and Teri tor your comments! Charles, I aian't see you at tne recent neignborhood meeting, tiut there are several people wno are p1anning on talKing Roosevelt NA Amy 

on behalf of Roosevelt,Neighborhood and the issue of doing away with the C curb proposal. At that meeting it was planned that removal of the C curbs"which restrict 
left h;md turns on Alabama, is the main talklng point and that each individual will present how that affects them personally. We are also going to be submitting a 
petitiO.n with as many signatures as We can collect, we also encourage everyone to call your·City Council members/mayor, and PLEASE come to the City Council meeting 
on April 7th at 7:00 Jn city hall ch~mbers to show support. Contact the Roosevelt Neighborhood Association if you can help with anything {signa~u~ gathering) or have 

1-··-· • --. "'"".'71.309n 
Ar:ny, thank you for your comnientas well. One thing though, 1 do think that it was said at the meeting that while we all ca11 speak about hoy.r the c-curb wiJI affect us 
personally, we all want to focus on how itwll! affect our neighborhood as a whole, and how it wiJI affect the residential streets surrounding Alabama. Wr;; can't let our 
com!T]ents devolve into nit's inconvenient for me" (though! know this is 'not what you meant), but need to bring home to the ~ouncil how this goes against the city's 

Roosevelt NA Teri 

plari for neighborhoods (page 10, section 3:6 of the city's comprehensive plan states "create a safe, appropriate neighborhood street system in a network configuration 
that provides easy access but does. not allow rapid or high volume traffic to disrupt residential neighborhoods"), how it strongly we object to this, and how we"think the 
safety issues cari.be S0lved without sacrificing our quality 9flife. 

The city's comprehensive plan for community design is here:http://www.cob.org/documents/planning/co •.• 

This is in our Roosevelt Neighborhood plan: "IN.ORDER TO REDUCE CONGESTION, WOBURN STREET FROM ILUNOIS TO IOW~ SHOU~D BE CONSIDERED FOR 
IMPROVEMENT TO FOUR LANES OF TRAVEL BYELIMlNATION OF ON STREET PARKING AND MINOR WlDENJNG. FOUR LANE IMPROVEMENTS IN THIS AREA WILL BE 
DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF ~!GHT-OF-WAi'. ACQUISITION ISSUES." 
whlch seems to address the congestion the planners are concerned about. 

And on page 13 of this comprehensive city plan, Alabama Streat is clearly designated as a secondary route for travel, not as a· primarY arterial. We want to avoid a 
costly mistake oftui-ning Alabama into a primary arterial, causing the sorts"of issues Melissa so eloquen'tly de'scribes, and in5teaQ route traffic to those roads already 
designated as su.ch. 

. 

Change is coming to Alabama Street and it more than what you may have read in the Bellir'lgham Herald! Bellingham Public Works is planning changes to Alabama 
Streat to improve safety, and you should be aware. of what is planned. The changes will be different in different areas. 

Roosevelt NA Kelly 

Cornwall Avenue to James Street will receive a "road diet," in that it will go from four lanes to two plus a turn lane, and two bike lanes rUnning through all but the first -
and las~ blocks of that section. From James Street through Woburn as far as Superior Street, there will be a yellow curb blocking ALL left turns.EXCEPT at Orleans, 
Pacific, Woburn and Yew, plus at a new stoplightthat Will be installed ~tSt. Paul. They a~ aiso making the left tum Jane ?It Woburn Street, for eastbound traffic only, 
tviro blocks Ioilg. 

From SuRerior east to St. Clair (and on u.p the hill, as it already existS, J believe) Alabama will be two lanes eastbciund and only one iane West. 

You can go to the fol!lowing City· of Bellingham site to view the maps of the three sections, and to read other information, scch as the presentation PDF, which explains 
more about wh'l'. they believe these m~aSures are'necessa;y. https://10fWW.c:!lb.org/services/planning/tr. ... 

According to Public Works, these plans ar.e pretty much non·negotiab!e, primarily so as not to take any chance of disrupting WT A's bus schedules. They're on a tight 
timeline to complete the work, as the funding is only available if they finish it by September2015. Still, th? public does have the opportunity to let Public Wdrks and 
the City Council knowwhat'theythink up to' and including at the City Council meeting at 7 p.m. on April 7. 
Some members of the ·naighbo~hood have already expressed concern abo.ut how traffic will change on ·side streets as a result of residents having to loop around in 
order to get to their streets. We believe that the Roosevelt Neighborhood would best be heard by P~blic Works and the City Council if we come up with specific 
recommendations that we "Ut Into writine: and have-sie:ned bv as manv residents as Oossible. 
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3/24/2014 Thank you for getting back to me on this. klmcalJister58@gmail.cQOJ Kathryn McAllister 

My reason for asking this particular question is my neighbor had 2 meetings·an idea was noted to reroute the 331 on to Pacific (right turn} then left on to Texas on 
down to '{l'obum. Taking out the c-curbs{ not sure what their called) and putting in stop s!gns. Followed with a statement that by do!ng this it would end all the side 
swipe and rear end accidents that occur on Alabama .. 
This rs a bad Jdea for many r€asons but! wanted more information as to what ~as causingl:he accidents. 

I see more people speeding to beat the light and also the issues you mention i.n your email then any involving the bus. For the most·part people" behavethemselves 
when the bus is involved. They know people are getting off and on the bus. 

Thank.you for getting back to me and in duding Rick with WT A.in this correspondence. 

To be honest I'm more concerned about East North Street op.enlng up in the future, and understand why. But th~t'stlown thr,i road a ways. 

3/28/2014 I am writing to inquire about the propoSals surrounding the Alabama St Corridor Safety Proposal. In the map (link bellow) which contains the James to Yew St proposal matthewrscott79@gmail ·tQm 2005 Alabama Street · Mattliew Scott 

information it indicates a widening of the road for the WTA bus system between Verona and Valencia. I live at 2005 Alabama St with the sole drive~ay access directly 
off of Alabama St.! do have a couple of alternate propoSa!s and would like to speak with someone involved ln the p!anning'ofihis project preferably in person onsite to 
disc1..1ss the iiTipild: the street widening will have on mY dri~eway and property in general. I appreciate a prompt response to my inquiry. 

4/1/2014 Mr. Comeau, - kirk@rockisland.com 2626 Moclre Street Kirk Ri:lberts 

I have contacted yo~~n the ·past regarding the Alabama Street project, and you have been graciotts in replying. 1 am sony that I missed tbe public discuss Jon last 
month. ! was very disappointed to see the propos.ed plan. I support the road diet, Which was originally proposed to go all the Way through my R~osevelt 
neighborhood. Now! see that all we get is a curb. I can't help feeling like the rich Cornwall neighborhood got what ltwanted;and the working eta~ Roosevelt 
neighborhood g.ets ... weJ! ... screwed. 

-
Before 1 start mak!ng my voice heard to the city council, I want to acknowledge that 1 am not a traffic expert, a.nd I wanttb understand why your department has 
decided that the_neighborhood advantages of a road diet are not appropriate for my neighborhood. Could you e~pljlin. ~he reasonin'g behind this decision? 

I appreciat~ you.r time and effort, and I hope to better understand this issue. 
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4/4/2014 Dear City Council Members, · kirk@roddsland.com 2626 Moore Street Kirk Roberts 

Thank you for providing time for the public to discuss the Alabama Street revisions at the upcoming meeting. ! do plan to be there. As a home owner and small-
business owner, this is obviously important for me and my family. 

! want to express four thoughts in advance of the meeting. Fim, my gratitude to Chris Comeau. He spend 30 minutes on the phone with me today discussing this plan, 
and he has given his time for me in the past. Although I have conceri1s about this plan,! ;,,ilso commend Chris and his Staff for their h_ard work, and fOr how accessible 
and welcoming he has been. That Is truly commendable. 

Second, ! am conc~med about ped.estrian safety for Roosevelt residents. l think it is critical forthe red-light pedestri~n crossings in this plan not to be compromised. I 
understand some business interests want a faster traffic path on Alabama. If safety is the paramount issue here, protecting pedestrians should be our nur:iber one 
concern. 

Third, I am disappointed that Roosevelt neighborhood will not get a "road diet" that is being planned. for Cornwall However, Chris patiently explained both the traffic 
volume issues and transit problems thatwoald create, and I trust his expertise. He also mentioned that speed limit issues (I desire reducing.the limit to 30) would be 
best discussed after.the changes have been made. I would urge the council that-no matt"erwhat the final decision....:.~hey re-visit this issue Jn s!x months or a year to 
make sure not only that safety numbers have improved~ but also that residentS are feeling as tl1oUgh this is worlcing~ I must teII you that I and many of my neighbors 
feel asth9ugh the rich Cornwell neighborhood Is getting what they want and that the working-class r~sidents of Roosevelt are getting, Well, screWed. As a Roosevelt 
resident, I am willing to trust the p\an, but l want the Council to pay attention to how this works-or does not work-for us .. · 

Finally,! have ari in-!'l'ly"'back-yard issue. The changes in the Roosevelt neighborhood will put more traffic onto North St. The Intersection of North St. and Nevada 
currently has stop signs for North St. traffic. Since these changes wll!.increase traffic on North St. {folks getting to Moore or Orleans) and wll! decrease traffic on 
Nevada (folks getting to Alabama), l would ask the council tO change the stop Si"gns so that they stop Nevada traffic Instead. 

My thanks to b6th the Council and Chris Comeau forworkiiig to increase safety in my neighborJ:ioo"d. 

· .. 
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Dear City Council member Lilliquist, roaringcamg@l'.£!hoo.co.uk 1313 E. Maryland Street Ruth Steele 

As a resident of the Roosevelt Neigh bot-hood, I am keenly interested in the proposed redevelopment of the Alabama Street corridor, and concerned to see measures 
thatw!J! Increase safety and protect quality of life for those of us who live nearby. 

! write to express o):ijection to the present proposal's emphasis' on pushingtraffil: along Alabama Street as fast as possible, without sufficJent consideration for the 
knock-on effect ori traffic patterns, safety and noise in the ~oosevelt Neighborhood in particular. I ask for your support in redressing two issues of particular concern: 

Firstly, I believe it is vitally importanfthatth~ improvement measures include a reduction in speed limit on Alabama from 35 mph to 25 mph (absent from t~e cu.rrent 
propoS<il). The underlying purpose of the improvement proposal is to increase safety: there is competllng al'td widely accepted evidence that reductio[l in driving speed 
limits drastically reduces the seVerity of accidents (particularly the likelihood of severe or fatal injury for pedestrians struck by cars): 
•According to the AAA Foundation forT~afficS<ifety, "i:he average risk of se.vere injury for a pedestrian.struck by a vehicle reaches 10% at an impact speed of 16 mph, 
25% at 23 mph, 50% at 31 mph, 75% at 39 mph, and 90% at 46 rpph. The average risk of deat[i for a pedestrian reaches 10% at an impact speed of 23 mph, 25% at 32 
mph, 50% at 42 mph, 75% at 50 mph, a.nd 90% at 58 mph. Risks vary significantly by age. For exa·mple, the average risk of severe Injury·or death for a 70-year-old 
pedestrian struck by a cartravellli:ig at 2S mph is similar to the risk for a 30-year-old pedestrian struck at 3S mph.'' AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety,"lmpact Speed and 
a Pedestrian's Risk" of Severe Injury or Death" September 2011 https:/ /www.aaafoundation.org/sites/defaultffiles/2011Pedestrian RlskVsSpeed.pdf 
•AAA data is substantiated by studies carried out ln Europe. Accordin~ to the UK Royal Society for the-Prevention of Accidents, "For pedest~ians struck by the front qf 
cars, the risk of fatality incteases slowly until impact speeds of around 30 mph. Above this speed, risk increases rapidly (between 3.S and 5.5 times from 30 mph to 40 
mph)". 2010 UK Department ofTransportation data cited by the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents· 
http://www.rospa.corTI/roadsafety/adviceandinformation/drivlngfsPeed/inappropriate-speed.aspx. 

J urge you for your support in pushing safety concerns of residents in the densely populated Roosevelt'neighborhood ahead of the desire of twice-daily commuters to 
travel along the Alabama Corridor as quickly as possible. The difference oftrav'e!ling th ts stretch at 25 mph.vs 35 mph is negligible time-wise, while the impact of a 
speed redu~ion on safety (giveri that many individual drivers actually exceed 35 mph) woUld be profound and entirely positive. Despite being a regular bus rider, I do 
not acceptWTA's case that its buses need to be able to travel along Alabama at 35 mph. 

As a final no~e. on the issue o'f sp,eed JJmits, reducing and enforcing a 25 inph speed limit on Alabama Street will have an immediate knock-on safety effect for residents continued from above Ruth Steele 

who !Ive, walk, bike .and drive in the surrounding neighborhoods. In the Roose~elt Neighborhood, residents are prl?sently at daily risk from drivers who treat its 
connecting streets such as Orleans! Marylaf")d and Pacific as 35 mPh zones {and who accelerate along alleys to get up to such speeds). Please note that many of these 
streets are narrow and lack sidewalks. For example, there is a school bus stop directly outside my house despite the absence of sidewalks anywhere on this section of 
Maryland (students have no safe place to Walt for the bus except on my front lawn). One.is fofced to be wary as a pedeStrian at at! times, but walking the ne!ghborhood 
at n'ight is an esp~cial_Jy darigerous business. We would all benefit from reduction and enforcement of a 25 tnph speed zone along tlie Alabama corridor. 

Secondly, but related to the first issue, i strongly oppose the proposal to put in a solid Curb down the middle of Alabama from King to Superior street. ThiS will cause 
considerable inconvenience to Roosevelt Neighborhood residents whose roads Will be "blocked off" to left-hand turns from Alabama, while negatively irppacting 
residents Of streets includini'T~as, Ma.ryland, Pacific and St. Paul who will be forced to absorb incrt?ased traffic flow for ".'fhicti their streets are not designed. 

As Previously noted, many residents of the streets near Alabama are already affected in terms of safety by the number and speed of cars travelling their 
neighborhoods. Living near the very comer of Maryland and Orleans, I WOL!ld be directly and severely affected by construction of the proposed solid curb. The curb 
woiJJd force additional, heavy traffic along my sidewalk-le~ street and in front of my house to reach either Orleans or Pacific. In addition to the increased risk of 
neighborhood traffic accidents, mY quality.of-life as a.resident anQ the value of my property would be negatively iriipacted on a~ ongoing basis-by the increased noise, 
traffic fumes and congestion. All this would run contrary to the sincere hopes and expectatiops ! have !coked to for ne\ghborhood improvement stemming from the 
Alabama Corridor redeveloPment project. .. 

I thank you in advilnce !or'your.consideration, and ask for your support in ai.:!dressing the present short-comings ofthe
0

Alabama Corridor proposal for the benefit of all 
surrounding Bellingham neighborhoods and residents. 
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4/3/2014 Opposed to the dividers in the project that will make its~ she cannot tum left onto Racine. telephone call to Mayor's office Racine Street Dru Clark 

4/3/2014 We dO' notyirant a curb on Alabama Street to prevent li:lft turns.. There are Z people that l!ve in this household. souliazz@coiTIcast.net St. Paul Street , Roger & Tina Co!wel! 

Thank you fo~your consideration 
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