
City Council Agenda Bill 20335 

Bill Number 
Subject: Discussion of draft joint resolutions of the Bellingham City Council, Whatcom County Council, and 
the Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer District setting Lake Whatcom milestones and inviting Sudden Valley to 
join the Policy Group 

Summary Statement: At the February 3. 2014 meeting of the Lake Whatcom Policy Group, consisting of representatives 
from the Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer District, the Whatcom County Council, and the Bellingham City Council, the Policy 
Group discussed the Idea of a joint resolution to set planning milestones for achieving phosphorus reduction in the Lake 
Whatcom watershed. This agenda item was introduced for discussion before the Bellingham City Council at Its Feb. 10, 2014 
meeting. This session will allow further discussion of the resolution, and possible direction regarding future actions. A second 
joint resolution inviting Sudden Valley to send a representative to the Policy Group will also be discussed. 

Previous Council Action: Discussion of joint resolutions at Feb. 10, 2014 Council meeting. 

Fiscal Impact: None 

Funding Source: n/a 

Attachments: Draft Resolution Joint Councils Milestones 02 20 14 
Draft Resolution Joint Councils Sudden Valley 02 07 14 

Meeting Activity 

Committee Briefing 
Direction Requested 

Meeting Date Staff Recommendation Presented By 

3/10/2014 Provide Direction Cathy Lehman 

Recommended Motion:. 

Council Committee: 
Lake Whatcom and Natural Resources 
Committee 

Agenda Bill Contact: 
Mark Gardner, 778-8204 

Reviewed By 
~.e~ 

Department 
Council President 

Legal 
Executive 

Time 

2 minutes 

Date 
02127/2014 

02128/2014 

03/0412014 



DRAFT RESOLUTION NO. __ _ 

WHEREAS, Lake Whatcom is the drinking water source for approximately 100,000 
Whatcom County residents: and 

WHEREAS, the lake's water quality has been generally de'Clining since at least 1988; 
and 

WHEREAS, in 1992 the City of Bellingham, Whatcom· county, and the precursor to 
the Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer District jointly formed the Lake Whatcom Management 
Program and thereby declared their intention to work together to protect and manage Lake 
Whatcom; and 

WHEREAS, Lake Whatcom was first listed on the 303((1) list of impaired water bodies 
under the federal Clean Water Act for excessive levels of phosphorus and fecal coliform in 
1998;and · 

WHEREAS, a To1al Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Report of Findings for total 
phosphorus and fecal cdliform in the Lake Whatcom Watershed was issued in 2008 by the 
Washington $ tate Department of Ecology (DoE) and the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) whicti, when finaliz~d as an Implementation Plan, will require dramatic 
reductions in phosphorus loading to the Lake; and 

WHEREAS, excessive phosphorus levels in Lake Whatcom have required substantial 
investments from the City of Bellingham, Whatcom County and the Lake Whatcom Water and 
Sewer District to ensure tong-term access to sufficient amounts of high quality drinking water; 
and · 

WHEREAS, the City, County and District strive to ensure that their investments result 
in effective, sustained annuar reductions of phosphorus loading to the lake; and 

WHEREAS, sustained reductions in phosphorus loading to the Lake will reduce the 
long-term costs to the City, its water customers, and the customers of the Lake Whatcom 
Water and Sewer District; and 

WHEREAS, substantial additional investments over a number of years will be needed 
to clean up the Lake: and 
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WHEREAS, the Lake Whatcom Management Program's series of 5 Year Plans have 
established and implemented actions in major Program Areas needed to improve water 
quality in the Lake; and 

WHEREAS, in 2014 development of the next 5 Year Plan will identify and schedule 
implementation of actions for the five year period, 2015 to 2019; and 

WHEREAS, completion of a TMDL Implementation Plan will require melding of the 
load reduction actions contained in the 5 Year Plans with identification of long-term costs 
needed to achieve reduction targets identified in the 2008 TMDL Report, identification of 
funding sources, and establishment of a timeline for achieving those reduction targets; and 

WHEREAS, the Lake Whatcom Policy Group is well positioned to work with staff and 
the Administrations to identify and facilitate the work needed to complete the TMDL 
Implementation Plan; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLINGHAM: 

In cooperation with their respective administrations the councils/commissions of the Lake • Whatcom Management Program establish the following milestones for actions necessary to 
complete and implemen.t a TMbL lrnplementalion Plan and direct the Lake Whatcom Policy 
Group to initiate and oversee the accomplishment of these milestones. 

1. 2014. Establish poUcy principles for all areas of investment, and identify expenditures 
needed to achleve load reduction goals-In each area. 

2. 2015. Analyze expenditure lev~ls, identify funding sources and set specific timetables 
for each area of investment. 

3. 2016. Complete an Implementation Plan for phosphorus reduction and control of 
fecal coliform that will meet the requirements of the TMDL, protect our drinking water, 
and restore lake and tributary water quality. 

PASSED by the City Council this _ day of---------· 2014. 
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Council President 

APPROVED by me this ___ day of _______ , 2014. 

ATTEST: __________ _ 
Finance Director 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Office of the City Attorney 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION NO. __ _ 

A JOINT RESOLUTION OF BELLINGHAM CITY COUNCIL, WHATCOM COUNTY 
COUNCIL, AND LAKE WHATCOM WATER AND SEWER DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 
INVITING THE SUDDEN VALLEY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION TO SEND A 
REPRESENTATIVE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE LAKE WHATCOM POLICY GROUP 

WHEREAS, Lake Whatcom is the drinking water source for approximately 100,000 
Whatcom County residents, including the residents of Sudden Valley; and 

WHEREAS, Whatcom County, the City of Ballirigham an<il the Lake Whatcom Water 
and Sewer District have all established policy declaring their commitment to jointly protect 
and manage Lake Whatcom; and 

WHEREAS, in 2010 in order to improv~ communication betwee'r\ the governing 
bodies and administrative staff those same entitlesformefi. the.Lake Whatcom Policy Group, 
comprised of 2 members each from·the City and CouAty Councils and 1 mem~_r from the 
Lake Whatcom Water and Sewer 15>istrlct <;ommis~ioners7 and 

WHEREAS, the Sudden Valley € ommunity Associatiora plays an integral part in 
achieving needed reductions in pollution. is currently participating in staff team work 
sessions, and has been a long-term participant in activities needed to protect the Lake; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BEIT RESfLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
BELLINGHAM: · 

T·ne Sudden Valley E;9mmunity Asspciation (SVCA) Board of Directors be invited 
to participate as a member of the l!aJ<e Whatcom Policy Group. 

~) SVCA may select 1 represe.ntative to participate in Lake Whatcom Policy Group 
aGtivities. 

PASSED by the City Council this_ day of ________ , 2014. 

Council President 
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APPROVED by me this ---day of _______ , 2014. 

ATIEST: __________ _ 
Finance Director 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

Office of the City Attorney 
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