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Subject: Resolution supporting increased safety standards for rail tank cars

Summary Statement: The City of Bellingham has a commitment to public safety, a healthy environment, and
a safe infrastructure for the health and safety of its citizens. Through adoption of this resolution, the City will support
an increase in the use and implementation of safety standards for rail-tank cars, and encourage efforts of industry

to retrofit or replace rail-tank cars to meet puncture resistant standards.
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RESOLUTION NO.

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING INCREASED SAFETY STANDARDS FOR RAIL TANK
CARS THAT TRANSPORT OIL, ETHANOL, AND OTHER FLAMMABLE LIQUIDS
THROUGH BELLINGHAM, AND CALLING ON THE FEDERAL U.S. PIPELINE AND
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION TO ADOPT AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE IN 2014 RULES REQUIRING SAFETY RETROFITTING OF EXISTING RAIL

their Jurlsdlcttan
recover the cle:

.and (3) iocal'ﬁnvernments and communities to have a mechanism to
A-up costs, environmental remediation costs, medical expenses, and any
other damages and/ clalms hat are not reimbursed by the responsible party; and

WHEREAS, rail
American Railroads; and

rts 11% of the nation's oil, according to the Association of

WHEREAS, according to the Association of American Railroads, the transport of
crude oil by rail tank car has increased from 8,500 carloads in 2008 to about 400,000
carloads in 2013, and is likely to increase still further; and
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WHEREAS, there are 92,000 rail tank cars carrying oil, ethanol, and other flammable
liquids, with the vast majority (85%) not meeting puncture-resistance and other standards
that apply to new tank cars; and

WHEREAS, in 2011, railroads and shippers voluntarily established tougher standards
for new tank cars, but only 15%, approximately 14,000 rail tank cars, of the tank cars in use
meet this standard; and

WHEREAS, the railroad industry, which does not ownthe majority of tank cars
authorized to travel on the nation's railways, has recentl).f: "ifgp"d federal regulators to toughen
the exlstlng standards for new tank cars and reqwre that: istmg tank cars used to transport

crude oil," and req‘u‘ ’ng add|t| "nal testing and other safety measures in response; and

WHEREAS, thei mpelllng rationale for making long overdue changes in safe rail
operations whether through the retrofitting of existing rail tank cars or through increased
standards on new tank cars or both.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
BELLINGHAM: THE CITY OF BELLINGHAM SUPPORTS THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
INCREASED SAFETY STANDARDS FOR RAIL-TANK CARS, AND ENCOURAGES
EFFORTS OF INDUSTRY TO RETROFIT OR REPLACE RAIL-TANK CARS AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE TO MEET PUNCTURE RESISTANT AND OTHER SAFETY STANDARDS. WE
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FURTHER CALL UPON THE FEDERAL U.S. DOT'S PIPELINE AND HAZARDOUS

MATERIALS SAFETY ADMINISTRATION TO ADOPT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE IN 2014
RULES REQUIRING AN ACCELERATED RETROFITTING OF EXISTING CARS TO AN
EQUAL STANDARD TO THAT REQUIRED OF NEWLY MANUFACTURED RAIL CARS.

PASSED by the Council this day of . , 2014,

CouncilEf'B’sideﬂt; \

APPROVED by me this dayof .. 20145,

ATTEST:

Finance Diregtor = = -

APPROVED.AS TO FORM::. -
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